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Perseverance and Safety During 

COVID -19  

At the start of the COVID -19 global pandemic state 

offices closed, staff were sent home and all water 

resource monitoring activities were suspended. 

During this time, the WDNR -Water Resources 

Policy and Management Team formed a COVID -19 

workgroup that deve loped Water Resources and 

Office of Great Waters return to fieldwork standard 

operating procedures (SOP) for field season 2020. 

It was recognized that the priority during this time 

was staff safety but also that certain monitoring 

activities could resume.   

Prior to resuming monitoring activities, the 

workgroup defined essential work that could be 

completed under COVID -19 restrictions. A few 

activities were identified as either non -essential or 

unable to be performed under restrictions. COVID 

restrictions , ¯|ikª ®rk -k§^ª®{k|®í« +BV7- Jr^«k 

2 Internal Operating Procedures (IOPs) , included 

restricted travel by multiple individuals in a vehicle, 

social distancing, wearing a face covering, and 

disinfection of equipment.  

 Activities that were suspended in 2020 i ncluded:  

Å Checking or deploying temperature/  

dissolved oxygen buoys in lakes 

Å Fish surveys using tow barges on wadable 

streams and rivers 

Å Fish surveys using netting methods on the 

Mississippi River 

Å Winter limnology surveys using air boats on 

the Mississippi River 

Å Wetland survey site preparations  

Å Snorkel-Scuba surveys for invasive species, 

plant management, or mussels  

Å In-Person training support for volunteers as 

individuals or small groups  

The finalized list of essential work, approved 

monitoring activities, a |i NBJí« ®~ g~|i¯g® ®rk«k 

activities were not approved until mid -June of 

2020. Most approved monitoring activities 

resumed by mid -July of 2020 across the state. The 

restrictions to activities for the field season of 2020 

were put in place out of extreme ca ution.   

For field season 2021, a review of the SOP was 

conducted to re -evaluate the ability to resume 

activities that were suspended in 2020. As 

Department COVID guidelines shifted, the 

updated Phase 2 -7BJí« ^zz~µki p~ª ^g®s´s®sk« 

suspended in 2020 to res ume in field season of 

2021. The impacts to monitoring activities during 

the COVID-19 pandemic has been minimized to 

the extent practicable while exercising extreme 

caution to protect the health of staff and citizens of 

the state. 

 

Working with a mask.  

 

Masked outdoor activity with friends.
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Introduction  
Wisconsin is a state bountiful with natural resources, including 

many and varied lakes, streams, wetlands, aquifers, and springs. Every 

other year, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) 

provides reports on the quality of the Stateôs water resources to the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which in turn, shares this 

information with the United States Congress. The information provided may 

be considered as a tool for rule making, budget appropriations, and program 

evaluation by federal legislators.  

Key Findings  
¶ 82% of evaluated waters are healthy, by waterbody/assessment unit (AU) count (Figure 3). 

¶ 126 listings on 122 waters were added to the Impaired Waters List and Restoration Waters List. 

¶ Top three newly listed pollutants: phosphorus (49%), bacteria (30%), and PFOS (14%). 

¶ 22 listings were removed; 3 Total Suspended Solids (TSS) listings were removed due to long-
term restoration projects. 

Ws«g~|«s|í« W^®kª L¯^zs®· 
There are over five and a half million people in Wisconsin 

that share the stateôs bountiful water resources. 

Wisconsin has approximately 1.2 million lake and 

impoundment acres and approximately 88,000 river and 

stream miles. Despite the abundance of water resources 

in Wisconsin, many are threatened by human-induced 

stressors.  

Data Used for Assessments  
Waters were assessed using quality-assured data 

originating from WDNRôs monitoring program, county and 

state partners, university partners, and the public. All data 

used for assessment met WDNRôs quality assurance 

requirements and local WDNR staff determined whether 

available data were representative of a waterôs condition.  

Assessment Methodology  
WDNR built upon its 2020 assessment methodology work 

by creating a revised Wisconsin Consolidated Assessment and Listing Methodology (WisCALM) to conduct 

assessments in 2022 for determining the attainment of designated uses. The most significant update made to 

the methodology was incorporating finalized E. coli criteria.    

 

 

 

 

  

 

Indian Slough Pool 4 Mississippi River                Sara Strassman 2020 

The Clean Water 

Act celebrates  

50 years  
in October 2022! 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/WisCALM.html
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Percentage of Waters Assessed  
Wisconsin has a large amount of water resources to assess and over time has evaluated at least one metric on 

31% of rivers and stream miles and 87% of lake and impoundment acres (Figure 1). While it appears like a low 

percentage of stream and river miles have been evaluated, it can be seen in the accompanying map that all 

major rivers and streams across the entire state have been evaluated. Water quality information is available for 

more waters than are assessed, but minimum data requirements were not met.  

There are many lakes, by count, that have not been evaluated; for context, Lake Winnebago accounts for 13% 

of all lake and impoundment acres. Summaries for lakes are often done by count to avoid any size skew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Percentage of waters assessed by size and maps of rivers/streams and lake/impoundments. 
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