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Notice: Personal information collected may be made available to requesters under Wisconsin's Open Records law (ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.).
Instructions: See page 2 for naming guidelines. Send form and inquiries to the above address.

Geographic Feature Information
Description of Feature – Include size (acres), length (miles) or population, etc.

Recommended Name of Feature

Small circular rock-encircled island (NE sector Manitowish Lake)
Other Names or Spellings in Use:

Monkey Island ("insulam insula" Latin for monkey isle)

By Whom: (Name and Address)

Tom Grogan - 214 N. Yellowstone Drive - Madison, WI 53705-2450
tomgrogan@gmail.com ~ (608) 577-8434
Reason for this Proposal – Identify Problem and Need (Attach supplementary sheet if necessary)

This island is a very prominent feature on Lake Manitowish. It occupies a distinctive and highly visible location.
The island is effectively wrapped with large stones ... it is an attractive quasi-natural feature. There is no known or
recognized name.
Origin and Significance of Recommended Name – Attach Supporting Documents (resolution, historical data, etc.)

This island was "named" by people from my family during visits (mid-1960's) to stay at Little Bohemia on Little Star lake.
The name - MONKEY ISLAND - relates back to a small "monkey" island located at Vilas Park Zoo in Madison.
Monkeys were located on a structure surrounded by a pond with seals. Monkey Island has always been its name.

Feature Location

DNR Use Only

County

Vilas County Wisconsin

46.112075, -89.834237
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Ends:

Lake, Village, etc.

Index Number

(or locate by landmarks and attach map)
Applicant Information
Name

Agency

Telephone Number (include area code)

Tom Grogan

(608) 577-8434
City

Address

214 N Yellowstone Drive

State

Madison

Signature of Applicant

ZIP Code

WI

53705-2450

Date Signed

Virtually Signed Thusly - Tom Grogan

May 18, 2017

DNR Use Only – Map Search and Field Investigation
Name of Map or Other Reference

Date of Ref.

Person Contacted

Address

Name Given Feature

Occupation

Special Concerns
Findings and Recommendation

Signature of Investigator

Date Signed
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History
The duties and functions of the State Geographic Board were transferred by Section 25(1)(A) of Chapter 75, Laws of 1967, to the Natural
Resources Board. Subsequently the Natural Resources Board assigned the duties and functions to the Division of Resource Management
and retained the State Chief Engineer, the State Geologist, the State Cartographer and a designee from the Department of Transportation,
Division of Highways, as advisors as a Geographic Names Council.
Statutory Authority – Section 23.25, Wis. Stats.: Geographic Powers and Duties
(1)

The department shall:
(a)

Determine the correct and most appropriate names of the lakes, streams, places and other geographic features in the state, and
the spelling thereof;

(b)

Pass upon and give names to lakes, streams, places and other geographic features in the state for which no single generally
accepted name has been in use;

(c)

In cooperation with county boards and with their approval, to change the names of lakes, streams, places and other geographic
features, with the end in view of eliminating, as far as possible, duplication of names within the state;

(d)

Prepare and publish an official state dictionary of geographic names and to publish the same, either as a completed whole or in
parts when ready;

(e)

Serve as the state representative of the U.S. geographic board and cooperate with the said board to the end that there shall be
no conflicts between the state and federal designations of geographic features in the state.

(2)

Whenever the department has given a name to any lake, stream, place or other geographic feature within the state, or determined the
correct spelling of any such name, it shall be used in all maps, reports and other publications thereafter issued by the state or any of
its political subdivisions, and shall be deemed the official name of such geographic feature.

(3)

No person shall in any advertisement or publication attempt to modify local usage or name unnamed geographic features without first
obtaining the approval of the department. In case of a violation of this subsection, the department may promptly announce its
disapproval and thereafter adopt an official name for such feature.

Policy of the State of Wisconsin Geographic Names Council
It is the policy of the State of Wisconsin Geographic Names Council:
(A)

Not to name a geographic feature after any living person.

(B)

Names having a scientific derivation are not as a rule acceptable.

(C)

Names with historical significance or with Indian or French origin are usually appropriate, but care should be exercised that the
Indian names are from tribes native to Wisconsin. They should not be too long nor difficult of pronunciation.

(D)

That newly acquired proper names for geographic features shall not be designated with " 's" or "s", indicating possession,
following the name. For example: Mott Lake, rather than Mott's Lake or Motts Lake.

(E)

That only lakes 10 acres or more in size shall be considered by the Council for naming unless reason is evidenced for special
consideration by the Council. For example: significant public use.

(F)

That only streams 5 miles or more in length shall be considered by the Council for naming unless reason is evidenced for
special consideration by the Council. For example: trout stream.

The U.S. Board on geographic names has indicated the following guidelines with reference to the naming of geographic features:
(A)

That local usage be followed whenever possible.

(B)

That the specific name precede the generic name. For example: preference is given to Alice Lake rather than Lake Alice.

(C)

That whenever practicable the recommended names include single names only followed by the generic name. For example:
preference is given to Meyer Lake rather than John Meyer Lake.

(D)

That hyphens be omitted in newly established names.

(E)

That descriptive words such as "Big", "Little", etc., be eliminated unless they are necessary for proper identification of the
feature.

Monkey Island: New Name
Recommended Name of Feature: Monkey Island (0.23 acres)
Current Name of Feature: Unnamed
Unnamed

WDNR – Register of Waterbodies

Pinnacle Island

Vilas County GIS

Unnamed

GNIS

Location & Description: T42N R5E Sec. 23; Town of Manitowish Waters, Vilas County
DNR Lake Map
The feature is a 0.23 acre island on the northern part of Manitowish Lake in Vilas County, within the
Town of Manitowish Waters. There are no other features in Wisconsin sharing the name of
“Monkey” according to the USGS Geographic Names Information System (GNIS).
Proponent: Tom Grogan; Madison, WI.
Summary: The proponent wishes to have this island named “Monkey Island” after a name that his
family members called it in the 1960s, which was inspired by an island in Vilas Zoo in Madison. The
island is wrapped with large stones, suggesting that perhaps all or part of the island is man-made.
The Vilas County online GIS source indicates that the island is known unofficially as Pinnacle
Island.
Local Opinion: Vilas County abstained from giving a recommendation on 10/31/2017.
The Town of Manitowish Waters rejected the proposed name on 12/4/2017. Over the phone, the
town chairman John Hanson explained that the island had some significance to local Native
American tribes. Mr. Hanson is also a member of the Manitowish Waters Historical Society and
stated that the Society will reach out to these tribes to solicit their opinion, and also to contact the
proponent explaining their reasoning for their recommendation.
Manitowish Waters Historical Society president Jim Bokern rejected the proposed name on
1/4/2018, iterating that the name lacked historical significance and was potentially offensive to
Native Americans. Mr. Bokern also offered a counterproposal to name the feature “Manitou Island,”
stating that the island is significant to the Chippewa/Ojibwa as a burial site, and having a historical
reference from an early resident that referred to island by that name.
One “Manitou Island” already exists as one of the Apostle Islands in Ashland County, WI.
Decision: The proposal was denied by the Council on 1/16/2018 on the basis of local opposition and
the reasons stated by local representatives. It is also noted that for the counterproposal to be properly
considered, a proposal form will have to be filled out and processed for the 2018-2019 cycle.
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11-30-17
To the DNR Geographic Names Council:
Thank you for informing our community regarding the proposed name change of "Pinnacle Island" to
"Monkey Island" on Manitowish Lake. As a resident of Manitowish Waters, President of the Manitowish
Waters Historical Society, and author of History and the Primary Canoe Routes of the Six bands of
Chippewa from the Lac Du Flambeau District; I absolutely reject the proposed name "Monkey Island"
due to grave consequences that would result.
The Manitowish Lake Island under review for name change has a rich historic context, strong cultural
ties to the Chippewa/Ojibwa, been identified as a burial site, and serves as an icon for our community. A
few hundred yards to the east of the island was a long term Ojibwa community that has documented
burials. Early resident Carl Christensen explained the stories of Mary Haskin's pioneer family,
" ...she would tell about, the Manito Island on Manitowish Lake. She says there was an Indian chief died
on that island and was supposed to have been buried there. And the same way, where Deer Park Lodge
was on that point, there was an Indian stopping place when they were traveling on the lakes. When they
were fishing and coming through there traveling. Those days, you know, they just traveled with the
seasons. There was a lot of other things she used to tell about how that country was and so forth. How
they made their living hunting and fishing and everything else."
Clearly, the island under review has a local name (Manito or Manitou) that is tied tightly to the Ojibwa
traditions that are a pillar of our community's identity. Moreover, Manitowish Lake was selected as the
exemplar body of water for the Manitowish River Basin that contributes to our state's identity. Not
surprisingly, when the Manitowish Waters Historical Society created a logo to establish our identity, we
featured Manitou Island with an Ojibwa paddling a birch bark canoe.

Historic publications have featured the Manitou Island story and numerous early pioneers repeat stories of
Native Americans sending flowers floating to the island, and another legend claims that no one has ever
drowned in that lake due to the Native American veneration of the island. Manitou Island is a revered
community icon that links Manitowish Waters to our earliest cultural traditions.
To name the island in question on Manitowish Lake "Monkey Island" would be at the very least illogical,
and at the very worst, a racial slur. I am confident that the DNR Geographic Names Council will respect
our local histories and cultural traditions, rejecting the requested name change of ''Pinnacle Island".
Approval of"Monkey Island" as the new name for the Manitowish Lake Island would lead to unthinkable
turmoil.

I applaud the DNR Geographic Names Council for reaching out and seeking local input. I am sure the
citizens petitioning the name change to "Pinnacle Island" did not understand the importance and
cultural context of the island. Their suggestion that the island was man-made, further evidences a lack of
understanding and context.
To be honest, I had no idea that your Council existed and that any citizen could apply to change the
name of geographical features like islands on DNR properties. My hope is that our town will collaborate
with your Council in the near future to ensure iconic landmarks in our township reflect the community's
identity.
Thank you for your attention to this matter and feel free to contact me for additional clarifications or
documentation.

Highest regards,

Jimkb@aol.com

715 897-1414
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Manitowish Lake
46.112075, -89.834237
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tom Grogan
Winston, David E - DNR
Re: Wisconsin Geographical Names Council
Thursday, May 18, 2017 4:11:21 PM

Yes, please and thank you. Let me know if there are other questions. I will be
investigating over Memorial Day. Tom
Field work is the best work for things like this.
Tom Grogan - 608-577-8434 - embrace all typos as true gifts.
On May 18, 2017, at 3:23 PM, Winston, David E - DNR
<David.Winston@wisconsin.gov> wrote:
Hi Tom,
Thanks for that clarification, I understand what you mean now. There is no need to
redo the form as I can add your explanation to the case file. Should I add this to the list
of proposals?
Regards,
We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.

Dave E. Winston
Phone: (608) 266-3476
David.winston@wisconsin.gov
From: Tom Grogan [mailto:tomgrogan@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 2:14 PM
To: Winston, David E - DNR
Subject: Re: Wisconsin Geographical Names Council

Dave,
The reference to quasi-natural refers to the "normal-ness" of the Island feature,
but assuming that the water-level has been adjusted by man-made intervention.
In other words - the island is there, but it may be a creature of man rather than
nature. I just don't know. If you can append this explanation to the form, that
should be more than sufficient. If you want me to revise and resubmit, that's
another more cumbersome option.
I am excited by the prospect of actually helping to advance our progress as a
state, so I look to out for advice re the best method for doing so.

Cordially.
Tom

Tom Grogan - 608-577-8434 - embrace all typos as true gifts.
On May 18, 2017, at 1:59 PM, Winston, David E - DNR
<David.Winston@wisconsin.gov> wrote:
Hello Tom,
I am the correct contact and administrator of the Wisconsin Geographic
Names Council. The form you attached to this email is complete and can
be submitted as is. The only thing I might ask is for you to clarify what
you mean by “quasi-natural” feature in your reasoning for submitting the
proposal. If you wish, you may submit additional materials that support
your reason for the proposal or support the origin/significance of the
proposed name. If you have not been to our webpage already you will
find additional information about submitting the proposal and the
proposal process.
Feel free to contact me if you have further questions and when you are
ready to submit the proposal,
We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.

Dave E. Winston
GIS Specialist/Cartographer – Water Quality Bureau/Water Division
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Phone: (608) 266-3476
Fax: (608) 267-2800
david.winston@wisconsin.gov

dnr.wi.gov
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From: Tom Grogan [mailto:tomgrogan@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Wiese, Dennis - DNR; Winston, David E - DNR
Subject: Fwd: Wisconsin Geographical Names Council

Please see the attached materials. Please advise whether more

information is needed.
Take care,
Tom Grogan
Tom Grogan - 608-577-8434 - embrace all typos as true gifts.
Begin forwarded message:
From: Tom Grogan <tomgrogan@gmail.com>
Date: May 18, 2017 at 12:01:42 PM CDT
To: Sonya.Rowe@Wisconsin.gov
Cc: "Wickman, Sandra J - DNR"
<Sandra.wickman@wisconsin.gov>, "Gilbert, Stephen J
- DNR" <stephen.gilbert@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: Wisconsin Geographical Names Council

Dear Sonya,
I was "trying like mad" to avoid
having to print out,sign and mail
a copy (as attached) of the
completed PDF form to propose
name for an island on Lake
Manitowish. I was also trying like
mad (not angry though) to send
this by email. I could not find the
name of the administrator at the
DNR that oversees this broad
function.
I hope that you can route this
email to the appropriate
individual or office ... or otherwise
provide that information to me.
I am most thankful for help,

support and encouragement
provided by the two colleagues
from the DNR who are CC'd here
on this note.
Tom Grogan
214 N Yellowstone Drive
Madison, WI 53705-2450
608-577-8434

'Nominatur, et usque in
vario distincta est, non
est realiter plene sciri aut
videri'
(until it is mapped and named, it
is not really seen or fully known)

~ Tom Grogan
Reachable at (608) 577-8434
~ tomgrogan@gmail.com

