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White
LeAnn
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Dear Lake Stewards:

MISSION
Protect the
lakes from
Aquatic
Invasive Spe
cies
GOALS
Prevent AIS Infestations
Manage AIS
Infestations
Administer Efficiently and
Effectively

We hope this first Lake Steward Bulletin of 2013 finds you ready and
willing to continue protecting the lakes from Aquatic Invasive Species!
This bulletin highlights activities addressed in 2012 as well as a few
items for 2013.
TLC Members & Officers for 2013. In December, the Town Board
approved TLC members and officers for 2013: John Bartosz, Roy
Bodo, Georgine Brown, Gerry Brown, John Dean, Charlene DeWald,
Joan Fahning, Roberta Gast (Chair), Dennis Gathmann (Vice-Chair),
Gerald Gorski, Bryan Hoover (Secretary), Sally Kunkel, Kris LaMarche, Rob Milburn, Elaine Orstead, Mike Rutzen, Gretchen Watkins, and Norm Wetzel.

Eurasian Water Milfoil

The TLC still has four positions available, so let us know if you would like to
serve! If you are unsure, consider attending a meeting to see what we do—
meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at the Town Hall,
10:00 am—Noon.
The Bear River Watershed Comprehensive Lake Management Plan. Just over a year
ago, the Tribal Council and the Town Board authorized the Tribal Natural resources Department and the Town lakes Committee to plan for the future by
preparing a Comprehensive Lake Management Plan for ten of the primary lakes in
the Bear River watershed: Big Crawling Stone Lake, Fence Lake, Flambeau Lake,
Ike Walton Lake, Little Crawling Stone Lake, Little Trout Lake, Long Interlaken
Lake, Moss Lake, Pokegama Lake, and White Sand lake.
These lakes were selected because they are in the largest watershed in Lac du
Flambeau, within the Reservation’s boundaries, associated with high use landings, and they have complete data sets required for a lake management plan.
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The final plan is intended to be a comprehensive, forward-looking document
that, in part, suggests goals, objectives ands activities designed to guide the
Tribe, Town and others in planning how to protect the lakes for the future.

Since receiving authorization to complete the multi-year project, the Tribe/TLC have initiated a number of steps related to writing the plan, including reviewing research and literature related to the project, conducting two public presentations, issuing a community survey, meeting with the Tribal Elders,
conducting community-oriented focus groups, completing point intercept surveys, and submitting
grant applications to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
Grant Applications. The TLC has submitted two grant applications to the WDNR requesting funds to
support preparation of the Bear River Watershed Comprehensive Lake Management Plan. Both of the applications have been approved. The WDNR is providing $3,000 to offset costs for conducting the
community survey and an additional $3,000 for designing detailed maps on the locations of aquatic
vegetation. The TLC will submit a third grant application to the WDNR sometime in 2013 requesting
$3,000 to help with the printing of the final document. Importantly, the Environmental Protection
Agency has approved a grant application submitted by the Tribe to support participation of Tribal
Natural Resources Department personnel on the project,
For a different project, the TLC recently submitted grant application to the WDNR requesting $3,000
to help fund a Lake Steward Workshop scheduled for August 7, 2013. A decision on that application
is pending.
Lake Level Measurements. Last summer, the Tribal Water Resources Department and the TLC introduced an approach to measuring lake water levels that will enable collecting data accurately and reliably for the foreseeable future. Gretchen Watkins, Water Quality Specialist for the Tribe, and two
other specialists from the Discovery Center and the Vilas County Lakes Association installed and calibrated equipment purchased by the TLC at Little Crawling Stone Lake, Fence Lake, Flambeau Lake,
Ike Walton Lake, Pokegama Lake, and White Sand Lake. One set of equipment was installed at the
Flambeau Lake site where it is being monitored by the Tribal Resources Department. The other sets
of equipment were installed near the docks of volunteer lakefront property owners who have been
monitoring the equipment and recording readings weekly. All of the equipment was removed before
the ice set, but will be reinstalled and recalibrated next spring so that long-term data sets will all be
based on the same standard.
Purple Loosestrife Containment. Several volunteers spent part of the spring digging, potting, netting,
fertilizing and pooling Purple Loosestrife roots. The roots were actually potted at the Lac du Flambeau grade school by elementary students who devoted two afternoons completing the task. After
the students potted about 180 roots, the plants were transported to the Tribe’s strawberry farm
where they where netted and placed in kiddie-pools, unknowing that as they grew they would soon
be devoured by beetles. Soon after potting, we collected beetles and placed ten beetles in each pot
where they did little but eat and reproduce until, perhaps, mid to late July when we took them on the
next stage of their journey. One healthy plant enables the ten original beetles to produce 2000 offspring. These were released among the local infestations in July and August. Most of the beetles will
be released at Moss Lake while the others were released at White Sand Lake, Fence Lake Channel,
and Flambeau Lake.
Despite the effort, the infestations continue to spread. Last summer, one Purple Loosestrife plant was
found growing near Medicine Rock in Flambeau Lake and a large, established infestation was found at
the northern tip of Squirrel Lake on the only property of the lake which is in Lac du Flambeau.

The TLC Action Team responsible for confronting infestations of Purple Loosestrife met in early January
to plan for 2013 when we intend to pot 200 roots and raise at least 300,000 beetles. But we realize that
we need more help to reach this goal. Will you help us collect roots? Or, net pots? Collect beetles? Keep
the pools filled with water? Distribute the raised plants and beetles? There is much to do, and even one
hour of your time will be very helpful and appreciated. If you would like to help, please call or email
Roberta Gast or Norm Wetzel (Numbers are at the end of the bulletin).
Local Research: The Tolerance of Air Exposure and its Impact on Dispersal of Aquatic Invasive Species.
As you know, aquatic invasive plants such as Curly Leaf Pondweed and Eurasian Water Milfoil are moved
from one lake to another by hitching rides on boats and trailers. But as they travel, they dry out. Does
this affect their ability to live or reproduce once they reach another lake? If so, how long must they be
dry before they are not a threat? [The following statement summarizes a presentation by Susan Knight at the
34th Annual Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention, April 2012.]
Susan Knight (Research Scientist and Aquatic Biologist , University of Wisconsin, Trout Lake Station) and
John Havel (Professor of Biology, Missouri State University) conducted air tolerance field experiments in
2011 on Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curly Leaf Pondweed to determine how long the species can survive
out of water under conditions they would experience when entangled on boats and trailers.
The researchers hung aquatic plant fragments to dry for varying amounts of time and assessed their viability
for growth following rehydration. Under the experimental conditions, neither plant survived more than 24
hours. According to the researchers, the short air tolerance time of these species suggests that management and public education should focus most attention on boats moving in and out of the water within the
scale of a few days.

Local Research on Rainbow Smelt. Rainbow smelt are an invasive fish species that have been spreading
throughout the Midwest since the 1920s, including several lakes in Lac du Flambeau: Big Crawling Stone
Lake, Fence Lake, Flambeau Lake, Little Crawling Stone Lake, Little Trout Lake, Long Interlaken Lake,
Moss Lake, North Twin Placid Lake, Pokegama Lake, South Twin Placid Lake, Squaw Lake, and Toto Tom
Lake.
One concern is that the smelt eat more than their fair share of zooplankton, affecting the food chain and
thus walleye and perch populations. [The following statement summarizes a presentation by Zach Lawson, Research Assistant, UW Madison at the 34th Annual Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention, April 2012.]
Researchers from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, are currently conducting an interesting experiment to eradicate smelt from Crystal Lake, a 200 acre lake nearby in Vilas County, by performing a whole-

lake thermal manipulation. Adult rainbow smelt require cooler water than most native fish, and as a
result, occupy the deeper, colder parts of the lake. As we understand the experiment, the researchers believe that by pulling the cold water up and mixing it with the warmer water during
the summer months, the smelt’s habitat will be compromised and the fish eliminated. To mix the
water, the researchers are using a GELI (Gradual Entrainment Lake Inverter—something like a
very large bellows, 24 foot diameter) to mix the deep cold water with the warm upper water. It is
too early to present results of the experiment, but we will do so when they are available.
Lake Steward Workshop Scheduled. You became a Lake Steward by attending a workshop in either 2010
or 2011 that was designed especially for you. Both workshops were very well received, and your evaluations of them were quite positive. Please accept this bulletin as your invitation to attend another
Lake Steward Workshop, revised and updated. The TLC will hold the new workshop on August 7,
2013 at the Lake of the Torches Convention Center from 7:45 am to 4:00 pm. The workshop has been

redesigned to extend the learning of those who attended previous workshops while simultaneously introducing concepts of limnology to new attendees.
Following a welcome and introduction to the workshop by Roberta Gast (TLC Chair), Gretchen Watkins and
Norm Wetzel will present a session on limnology to the whole group, including an update on the Tribe/TLC
preparation of The Bear River Watershed Comprehensive Lake Management Plan and results from the recently
conducted Community Survey. Attendees will spend the remainder of the morning in one of three sessions: A)
Aquatic Plant Identification; B) Introduction to Lake Monitoring; or, C) Macro Invertebrates and Shoreline
Habitat. Sessions A and B are similar to the sessions offered in 2010 and 2011, while session C is a new addition.
After lunch, participants will attend one of three sessions: D) Aquatic Plant Identification; E) Advanced Techniques for Lake Monitoring; or, F) Macro Invertebrates and Shoreline Habitat. Sessions D and F will be the
same as the Sessions A and C held during the morning, while Session E will focus on advanced techniques for

monitoring aquatic plants.
Attendance is capped at 60 participants, so if you would like to reserve a spot at the workshop,
please send an email to Norm Wetzel or Roberta Gast today. Also, you can help by sharing word of
the workshop with others who may want to attend. A formal announcement of the workshop will be issued
in May-June.
Other TLC Activity. In December, the Town Board approved numerous activities the TLC will undertake in
2013 and beyond to protect the lakes from aquatic invasive species, and six Action Teams are being established to complete the activities: Watercraft Inspection, Lake Monitoring, Public Relations, Lake Stewardship,
Purple Loosestrife Containment, and Long-Range Planning. There is plenty to do, and your help is needed!
Please call or email to volunteer your time and talent, or to learn more about the TLC.

On behalf of the TLC,

Norm Wetzel
224-569-3964
norman.wetzel@gmail.com
Cc

Roberta Gast
715-356-5550
rfgast@nnex.net
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Lake Steward Bulletin

Dear Lake Stewards:

MISSION

Now that the 2013 season is ending, we would like to share with you a few
highlights of 2013 and a few expectations for 2014.

Protect the
lakes from
Aquatic
Invasive Spe
cies

Welcome to the Lake Steward Network! On August 7, 2013, 45 individuals participated in the third Lake Steward Workshop at the Lake of the
Torches Convention Center. We are pleased to share with you that there
are now 76 Lake Stewards affiliated with Lac du Flambeau!

GOALS

Several of the participants were repeaters, having also attended one or both
of the previous workshops. Also, several participants are college or high
school students from Lac du Flambeau.

Prevent AIS Infestations
Manage AIS
Infestations
Administer Efficiently and
Effectively

Eurasian Water Milfoil

Similar to the previous two workshops, participants’ evaluations and comments are very positive. On a scale of 1—10, with 1 being poor and 10 excellent, the average rating of this year’s workshop is 9.57, consistent with the evaluations
of the previous two workshops. Based on the numerous comments we received as
part of the evaluation, it is very evident that the high ratings are due to the quality of
the presentations as well as the overall accommodations.
Special thanks to the Town, the Tribe, and the WDNR for funding the event and to the presenters and their supporting organizations, Gretchen Watkins (Tribal Natural resources Department); Patrick Goggin (UWEX); Mariquita Sheehan (Vilas County); Carol Warden (Trout
Lake Station); Susan Knight (Trout Lake Station); Sandy Wickman (WDNR); Tim Plude
(WDNR); Carolyn Scholl (Vilas County); Jean Weinberg (Loon Watch); and, Jennifer Wilcox
(Lake of the Torches Convention Center).

TLC Members & Officers for 2014. The Town Board recently approved TLC
members and officers for 2014. The members include:

Town Hall

Tom Achtor
Georgine Brown
Joan Fahning
Bryan Hoover
Rob Milburn
Norm Wetzel

John Bartosz
John Dean
Roberta Gast
Sally Kunkel
Elaine Orstead
Leann White

Roy Bodo
Charlene DeWald
Dennis Gathmann
Kris LaMarche
Gretchen Watkins

Starting in January, Joan Fahning will serve the TLC as Chair and Sally Kunkel as Vice-
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chair. Bryan Hoover and Norm Wetzel will continue serving as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively.
The TLC still has openings available, so let us know if you would like to serve! If you are unsure, consider attending a meeting to see what we do—meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at the Town
Hall, 10:00 am—Noon, from April to October.
Lake Associations. Congratulations are in order to the stewards and other volunteers who recently formed
a lake association for Fence Lake! The new association is now part of a network of associations that include the
Crawling Stone Lakes Association, Moss Lake Association, Pokegama Lake Association, White Sand Lake Association, Ike Walton Lake Association, and Shishebogama and Gunlock Lakes Association, These are the associations of which we are aware. If you know of other lake associations in Lac du Flambeau, please let us know so
we can contact them.
One of the TLC’s objectives is to help establish new lake associations. There has been some interest expressed
by residents affiliated with Flambeau Lake to establish an association for that lake. Next season, therefore, the
TLC will initiate a process to help establish an association for Flambeau Lake. If you would like to be part of
that process, or if you would like to have an association for your lake, please contact us.
Here is a lake association success story. Last summer the Crawling Stone Lakes Association applied for and
received grant money from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to hire a watercraft inspector to
work at the public landing on Little Crawling Stone Lake as well as contact volunteers to also work at the landing. As a result, the landing was covered for 309 hours, 204 paid hours and 105 volunteer hours. Only 4 of 36
landings in Vilas County had more hours of total coverage. Congrats to the CSLA! Next season the TLC will
host a meeting for lake associations that may be interested in participating in the grant program. We’ll provide
you and lake association presidents/chairs with details of the meeting later this spring.
Bear River Watershed Comprehensive Lake Management Plan. As you know, the Tribal Council and the
Town Board authorized the Tribal Natural Resources Department and the Town Lakes Committee to plan for
the future by preparing a Comprehensive Lake Management Plan for ten of the primary lakes in the Bear River
watershed. Last summer the Action Team responsible for preparing the document held numerous meetings
and focus groups with several of Lac du Flambeau constituencies. The Team also mailed 3,000 questionnaires
to the Lac du Flambeau public and later issued a newsletter summarizing the results of the survey. If you did
not receive a copy of the results, please contact us or the Town Hall to get a copy. This winter the Team intends to complete a draft of the plan which will be made available to the public next summer.
Other TLC Activity. The Town Board recently approved numerous activities the TLC will undertake in
2014 to protect the lakes from aquatic invasive species. Six Action Teams are being established to complete
the activities: Watercraft Inspection, Lake Monitoring, Public Relations, Lake Stewardship, Purple Loosestrife
Containment, and Long-Range Planning. There is plenty to do, and your help is needed! Please call or email to
volunteer your time and talent, or to learn more about the TLC.
On behalf of the TLC,
Norm Wetzel
224-569-3964
norman.wetzel@gmail.com

Cc

Roberta Gast
715-356-5550
rfgast1553@gmail.com
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Learn
About
Limnology
Lake Water Quality
Shoreline Habitat
Plant Identification
Community Survey
Lake Monitoring
Bear River Project
Shoreline Invertebrates
And More…

Wednesday, August 7, 2013
Lake of the Torches Convention Center
8:00 am – 4:00 pm

…See Back…

The Lake Steward Workshop is based
on the belief that lakes are protected
best when residents understand how
lakes actually work.
To that end, five highly trained
specialists will conduct sessions on
how lakes function.
Gretchen Watkins,
Watkins Tribal Water Quality
Specialist, will provide an overview of
how lakes function.
Carol Warden,
Warden Aquatic Invasive Species
Specialist from the University of
Wisconsin Madison, will show how to
identify aquatic plants.
Patrick Goggin,
Goggin a lake specialist with
the University of Wisconsin Extension
Lakes team at UWSP-CNR, will conduct
a session on how macroinvertebrates
(insects, crustaceans, etc.), and
amphibians and reptiles (frogs,
salamanders, turtles, snakes, etc.),
and furbearers are related to healthy
lakes and shoreland areas.
Mariquita Sheehan,
Sheehan Vilas County Lake
Conservation Specialist, will conduct a
session on how to maintain a healthy
shoreline to keep your lake healthy.
Sandy Wickman,
Wickman Aquatic Invasive
Species Specialist & WDNR Regional
Coordinator for the Citizen Lake
Monitoring Network, will demonstrate
ways to effectively monitor lakes. Her
session will include hands-on
experiences on Pokegama Lake.



The workshop will be held in the
conference room at the Lake of the
Torches Convention Center.



Due to a grant from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, the
workshop is being offered at no cost
to participants.



Lunch and snacks will be provided.



Registration will be from 7:45-8:00
am and the program will be from
8:00 am to 4:00 pm.



This workshop differs from the two
Lake Steward Workshops the Town
Lakes Committee sponsored
previously, so those who attended
then are encouraged to consider
attending this workshop.



Attendance is limited, so please
register now….

-To RegisterRegisterCall any of these numbers by
July 8











715588715
-588
-3358….Town Hall
715715-356356-5550….Roberta Gast
715715-588588-4162….Gretchen Watkins
715715-588588-9428….Norm Wetzel

Registrants will be contacted
and receive materials by late
July.

Grant SPL 307-13

