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I. SCOPE 

OSHA Regulation.  Any chainsaw use on a DNR project, no matter how infrequent, falls 

under OSHA's requirements and standards for commercial logging, specifically OSHA 

1910.266. These standards have been adopted by the Wisconsin Department of Safety & 

Professional Services, Safety & Building Code SPS 332. Wisconsin Department of Safety & 

Professional Services is the governmental regulating agency for safety.  

 

II. POLICY  

Purpose.  The purpose of PPE is to prevent or minimize a potential injury when engineering 

or administrative controls are not feasible.  

 

Effective PPE.  DNR programs are expected to provide PPE that shall be appropriate for the 

potential hazards of the job. Fire suppression, prescribed burn activities or working in or 

around water would be examples of varying environmental conditions.  Programs shall 

complete the Certification of PPE Assessment Form (9700-003) to identify the required 

personal protective equipment for their staff operating chainsaws.  Certification of PPE 

Hazard Assessment Form link: 

http://intranet.dnr.state.wi.us/int/at/af/safety/CertificationofPPEHAZAssessment.xls 

 
III. PROCEDURE 

A. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Logger’s First Aid 

1. Mandatory PPE.  With the exception of PPE exempted pursuant to an approved 

Certification of PPE Assessment Form, on the DNR jobsite, the following PPE 

shall be mandatory while operating a chainsaw: 

 Hard hat 

 Face Shield Protection (when operating a chipper) 

 Eye protection  

 Hearing protection  

 Cut resistant leg protection (shall meet the OSHA logging standard and shall 

cover the full length of the leg). 

 ASTM or ANSI approved footwear (shall be cut resistant and have a 

protective toe) 

 A minimum of a Class 2 High visibility vest or jacket is required to be worn 

in low light conditions, along roadways and constructions sites. 

 Hand Protection, such as leather gloves 

2. Recommended PPE:  On the DNR jobsite, the following PPE is recommended, 

however not mandatory while operating a chainsaw: 

 Face protection even when not operating a chipper 

http://intranet.dnr.state.wi.us/int/at/af/safety/CertificationofPPEHAZAssessment.xls
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3. Enhanced PPE:  Programs may elect to provide and to require enhanced logging 

PPE such as:  anti-vibration gloves rather than leather gloves may be warranted. 

4. PPE Maintenance and Fit.  PPE must be maintained in good working condition.  

It must fit the employee using it.  It may be adjustable – that is usable by multiple 

chainsaw operators or, it may be personally assigned and individually sized. 

5. Fire Extinguisher and Loggers First Aid Kit.  Each chainsaw operator/crew shall 

have a portable fire extinguisher and a mandatory logger’s first aid kit within a 

reasonable distance of the worksite.  Annual fire extinguisher training is 

mandatory where fire extinguisher use is required.   Required contents of the 

mandatory first aid kit can be found at OSHA 1910.266 Appendix A.  First aid 

kit link:  

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDAR

DS&p_id=9863 

B. Employee Responsibilities 

1. Core Responsibility and System Improvement.  The purpose of this standard is to 

develop and support a high level of skill and judgment so that employees 

recognize and react responsibly to potentially hazardous situations that occur 

when operating a chainsaw. Operators should be encouraged to give feed-back on 

system improvement, such as on safety /operational protocols, equipment, 

maintenance, and communication plans. 

2. Work Location and Communication. All chainsaw operators/crews shall inform 

their supervisor of their intended work location. They shall have in their 

possession and know how to use: appropriate DNR communication equipment 

e.g. cell phones or two-way radios, in case there is an injury.   

3. Chainsaw Maintenance. Employees shall inspect and maintain their chainsaw 

equipment in good working order. 

4. PPE.  DNR Employees shall wear all mandated PPE.  Where their program 

requires enhanced PPE, it shall be worn accordingly. 

5. Crews.  When employees are working in crews of two or more, they shall work 

within visual or verbal (voice, radio) communication range of each other. 

6. Designated Chainsaw Operators.  Programs may elect to have only designated 

employees operating chainsaws. 

C. Supervisor Responsibilities 

1. Determine Usage Authorization. As determined by the Division / Bureau / 

Position Description, identify who specifically is authorized to use a chainsaw. 

For example: permanent, seasonal, project, LTE employees or volunteers.   

2. Implement Chainsaw Manual Code. Responsible for implementing and 

monitoring this manual code. Responsible for DNR employees, non-DNR 

workers and volunteers on their jobsites.    

3. Monitor Use. Supervisors or their qualified designee shall regularly monitor, 

through unannounced field checks, the work of chainsaw operators (employee, 

volunteer, and non-DNR worker). 

4. Provision of Equipment and PPE.   Assure that chainsaw operators are provided 

with appropriate chainsaw equipment and PPE. Immediately remove all unsafe 

equipment or PPE. 

D. Volunteers 

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=9863
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=9863
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1. Volunteers may be used as chainsaw operators on Department properties.  Each 

program is responsible for developing a policy governing the use of volunteers as 

chainsaw operators on lands under the direction of the program.  Programs shall 

require the same training for volunteers as is required for DNR employees.  All 

volunteers operating chainsaws shall complete the Power Equipment Safety 

Acknowledgement Form 2500-120.  Power Equipment Safety Acknowledgement 

Form link: 

http://intranet.dnr.state.wi.us/formscatalog/ffDispFormImage.aspx?FormID=266

9 

2. Optional Prohibition.  Programs may elect to prohibit the usage of chainsaws by 

volunteer workers on their jobsites. 

E. Non-DNR Workers 

1. Other Government and Prison Crew chainsaw operators.  Other on duty 

government workers and prison crews may be used as chainsaw operators on 

Department properties.  They must meet the same training and PPE requirements 

as Department employee chainsaw operators.  The sponsoring agency is 

responsible for insuring that chainsaw operators are trained and use the required 

PPE. 

F. Training 

1. OSHA Training Standards. DNR employees must be trained according to OSHA 

logging standards found in OSHA 1910.266(i).  Chainsaw safety courses and 

providers of these courses, meeting these requirements can be obtained by 

contacting the Safety and Risk Management Section in the Bureau of Human 

Resources. 

2. First Aid and CPR training. All employees operating chainsaws must complete 

and maintain current certifications according to OSHA 1910.226 Appendix B. 

Additional training may be required for high hazardous conditions. 

G. Communication 

1. Safety and Health Meetings.  On a monthly basis, supervisors shall communicate 

appropriate health and safety messages to chainsaw operators. This 

communication may be verbal or written, and may be conducted individually, in 

crew meetings, in larger groups, or as part of other staff meetings. 

 

IV.    BACKGROUND  

 

The following safety standards, requirements, and procedures shall apply to all DNR chainsaw 

usage.  Equipment or personnel not meeting these standards are not authorized to use a chainsaw 

on any DNR jobsite.  (Sub) programs may elect to exceed these standards.   

 

The core purpose of these standards is two-fold: (1) to train and support chainsaw operators with 

skills and the judgment needed to recognize and react responsibly to potentially hazardous 

situations, and (2) to train operators to identify and understand procedures requiring the use of 

appropriate personal protective equipment.   
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