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Purpose 

 
The purpose of this Annual Property Implementation Plan is to document and share with our 
publics and partners a summary of the major planned and proposed forest and habitat 
management treatments, recreation and infrastructure development projects, and other 

property management actions. Annual Property Implementation Plans include planned 
treatments as well as scheduled treatments that may not be implemented in the current year 
but under consideration for future implementation. This Implementation plan includes a 
summary of habitat restoration projects, timber sales, tree plantings, prescribed burns and 
development projects including new or expended parking areas, trails, buildings, roads or other 
infrastructure. Annual Property Implementation Plans do not include routine maintenance or 
minor actions, including mowing, building maintenance, inventory or field surveys. 
 
Annual actions are directly tied to the property’s 2007 Master Plan and the 2020 Northeast Sands 
Regional Master Plan, which were both approved by the Natural Resources Board. Both master plans 

can be accessed online at http://dnr.wi.gov/ and searching property planning.  All the planned 

treatments and developments are approved and consistent with the property Master Plan 
developed with significant additional public input.  
 

A full list of forest and habitat management treatments can be viewed on the Departments web page by 
searching “Annual Property Implementation Plan” 

 
The Annual Implementation Plan is divided into sections on  
I.  Forest management 
II. Recreation management  

III. Facilities management  
IV. Wildlife/fisheries habitat management  

V. Real estate management   
VI. Administration 

VII. Partnerships 
 

 
 

 
  

http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://dnr.wi.gov/
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Forest Management   
 
The Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest meets the highest standards for environmental quality in 
its forest practices, meeting standards for third party certifications. Timber management is guided by 
best management practices and aided by an information system called WISFIRS that helps foresters 
schedule management activities. 
 
Timber sales on the Governor earl Peshtigo River State Forest are conducted through a competitive 
bidding process. Revenues from timber sales are deposited into the state forestry account. Sales on the 
Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest are generally conducted either through selection harvests or 
coppice harvests. In a selection harvest, individual trees of various size and age classes are periodically 
removed to provide space for regeneration and to promote growth of remaining trees. A coppice 
harvest naturally regenerates a stand using vegetative reproduction. Stump or root sprouts are the 
primary source for the new stand, although some seed origin reproduction may be present. If adequate 
natural regeneration is not present, then sites are planted or seeded to promote and enhance regrowth. 
 
During the 2019 fiscal year, timber revenue on the Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest totaled 
$175,354.94 from 2 timber sales. 
 
Two timber sales were advertised at a bid opening held in January 2020, with one timber sale selling and 
one receiving no bids. The sold sale, Bushman East, is located adjacent to Johnson Falls Road  and has 
not been started yet. The unsold sale will be advertised at the next bid opening. Currently open sales 
from the past include East Lackawanna Sale (partially harvested but not completed), Crane’s Bay Sale 
(partially harvested but not completed), Boat Landing #7 (not yet started), and Stroika Lane Oak (not yet 
started). Another tract located at Lake Lackawanna remains unsold due to limited acce ss and lack of 
interest in buying from the loggers. This sale may be closed as incomplete and re -evaluated. 
 
State Forest staff are evaluating several areas for upcoming sales, and have identified these areas for the 
next year: 
 

• Boat Landings 1 and 2, Parkway Pines Sale, 115 acres 

• Seymour Rapids Road, 92 acres 

• Bagley Flowage Red Pines, 11 acres 

• Bizjack Lane/Medicine Brook Road, 72 acres 
 
A list of upcoming and completed sales can be found here: 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/salesPeshtigoRiver.html  
 
State Forest staff will remain active in establishing these new sales, administering active sales, and 
performing reconnaissance to update and assess stands throughout the forest.  

 
 
 

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/salesPeshtigoRiver.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/salesPeshtigoRiver.html
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Recreation Management 
  
Efforts are being made to legitimize mountain bike/horseback riding trails near Potato Rapids through 
the Northeast Sands Master Plan. The plan was approved in January 2020, and work will continue in 
Spring 2020 to develop a Land Use Agreement with the user groups associated with these trails.  The 
Marinette Area Mountain Bike Association (MAMBA) will provide feedback and visits to designated sites 
in the master plan for mountain bike trail development.  
 
Three corridors have been identified where ATV trails could be developed on the State Forest. These 
potential corridors will be evaluated for suitability to support trail segments that re -route ATV traffic off 
existing town road routes, providing better safety to the overall trail system in the general area.  
 
Self-registration at Old Veteran’s Lake Campground has been removed; campers can now register at the 
Governor Thompson State Park Headquarters. 
 
The following recreation management activities are planned for 2020: 

 

• Improve, create, and monitor boat landing projects through the Development Project System 

• Develop a Land Use Agreement with MAMBA for the trail network at Potato Rapids and Kirby 

Hills 

• Develop a project for the brushing out of Seymour Rapids, Medicine Brook, Spring Rapids roads  

• Remove hazard trees along boat landings and State Forest roads 

• Remove and replace existing State Forest signs with new signs that depict the name change to 

Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest  

• Riverbank stabilization at Boat Landings 8 and 14 

 
  

Wildlife, Fisheries, and Habitat 
Management  
 

State Forest staff will work with Wildlife staff to create, and maintain wildlife openings through cutting, 
mowing, and herbicide application. Grant funding through the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
will be applied to these projects. 

  
Fish stocking on the Peshtigo River will continue according to established quotas.  
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State Forest staff will continue to monitor invasive species on the property. Staff will work in 
coordination with Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Forest Health staff to create an invasive 
plant species inventory. This will provide an inventory of what invasive plants exist and identify areas in 
need of treatment. 

 

State Forest staff will monitor timber sales and other areas with potential for erosion, and addressing 
erosion concerns by seeding in roads, moving slash, and constructing water bars.  

 

Real Estate Management  
 

Any potential real estate transactions that may occur during 2020 will be strictly conducted under the 

guidance and direction of the property Master Plan. Staff may periodically contact landowners within 

the project boundary to explain the department’s land acquisition program and to see if they have an 

interest in selling their property. Acquisition priorities for the properties vary from year to year and are 

based on several factors, such as resource management or recreation needs and available funding, 

which may be from a variety of sources. State Forest staff will continue to administer easements, land 

use agreements, and access permits. They will also be working to continue resolving encroachments on 

State lands. 

 

Administrative  
 

Garrett Lubbers took over the position of Forester/Property Manager of the Governor Earl Peshtigo 

River State Forest in late summer of 2019. 

The Natural Resources Board approved the name change of the Peshtigo River State Forest, to the 

Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest.  

The Northeast Sands Master Plan was approved in January 2020, which provided the Governor Earl 

Peshtigo River State Forest Master Plan with new changes. Additions include identifying mountain bike, 

ATV, and horseback riding trails, closing off a sensitive archeological area with erosion issues, and 

bringing a small acreage of other state lands under the management of the State Forest.  

State Forest staff are finalizing a project to improve Medicine Brook Road, Seymour Rapids Road, Spring 

Rapids and Veteran’s Lake Road. Another project to repair the launch site at Boat Landing 11 has been 

resubmitted for funding.  This original project was underfunded and is currently pending approval.   
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Partnership Work 
 
Marinette County now has an organized mountain bike association (Marinette Area Mountain Bike 
Association) and the Department is looking forward to collaborating with them for a well -designed trail 
system in the Kirby Hills and Potato Rapids areas. 
 
The State Forest will continue to work with townships, local businesses and residents, and user groups 
on issues and opportunities related to management of the Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest.  
 
 
 
Thank you for your support for and interest in the Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest! For 
questions or comments regarding the 2020 Annual Property Implementation Plan, please contact 
Garrett Lubbers using the information below. 
 
 
 

Garrett Lubbers 
Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest Property Manager 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
N10008 Paust Lane  
Crivitz, WI, 54114 
Office Phone: (715) 757-3965 
Work Cell: (717) 929-0210 
GarrettR.Lubbers@wisconsin.gov  
 
 

mailto:GarrettR.Lubbers@wisconsin.gov
mailto:GarrettR.Lubbers@wisconsin.gov

