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Purpose 
 

The purpose of this Annual Property Implementation Plan is to document and share with our 
publics and partners a summary of the major planned and proposed forest and habitat 
management treatments, recreation and infrastructure development projects, and other 
property management actions. Annual Property Implementation Plans include planned 
treatments as well as scheduled treatments that may not be implemented in the current year 
but under consideration for future implementation. This Implementation plan includes a 
summary of habitat restoration projects, timber sales, tree plantings, prescribed burns and 
development projects including new or expanded parking areas, trails, buildings, roads or other 
infrastructure. Annual Property Implementation Plans do not include routine maintenance or 
minor actions, including mowing, building maintenance, inventory or field surveys. 
 

Annual actions are directly tied to the property’s master plan, which was approved by the 
Natural Resources Board in September 2010. The master plan can be accessed online at  
http://dnr.wi.gov/ and searching property planning.  All of the planned treatments and 
developments are approved and consistent with the property Master Plan developed with 
significant additional public input.  
 

A full list of forest and habitat management treatments can be viewed on the Departments web page by 
searching “Annual Property Implementation Plan” 

 

The Annual Implementation Plan is divided into sections on  
I. Forest management  
II. Recreation management  
III. Wildlife, Fisheries & Habitat management  
IV. Real Estate management   
V. Administration 
VI. Partnerships 
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Forest Management   
 

The Flambeau River State Forest (FRSF) meets the highest standards for environmental quality 

in its forest practices, being dually certified by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and the Forest 
Stewardship Council. Timber management is guided by best management practices and aided 

by an information system called WISFIRS that helps foresters schedule management activities. 
 

Generally, timber sales on the Flambeau River State Forest are conducted through a 
competitive bidding process.  Timber sale revenues are deposited into the state forestry 
account.  Timber sales on the Flambeau River State Forest are generally conducted either 
through selection harvests or coppice harvests.  In a selection harvest, individual trees of 
various size and age classes are periodically removed to provide space for regeneration and to 
promote growth of remaining trees.  A coppice harvest naturally regenerates a stand using 
vegetative reproduction.  Stump or root sprouts form the majority of the new stand, although 

some seed origin reproduction may be present.  If adequate natural regeneration is not 
present, then sites are planted or seeded to promote and enhance regrowth.  
 

The following forest management activities are planned for 2020:  

1. Timber Sales: 

• Establish 1,722 acres of timber sales.  A listing of upcoming sales can be found here: 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/salesFlambeau.html  

• Continue to perform necessary timber sale administration on the 45 active 

contracts.   

• Recon 5,000 acres   

 

2. Forest Regeneration--Planting, Seeding, Site Preparation, Herbicide Treatments.   

• Complete 2,000 acres of backlogged survival checks.   

• Tree planting contracts are being sent out for bid on two sites, totaling 37 acres.   

• Four acres of scarification remain from a site last year, completion was delayed due 

to wet site conditions. 

• Conduct invasive species inventory and herbicide treatment on four identified 
timber sales to control garlic mustard and buckthorn.  Other sites may also be added 

as areas are discovered. 

• Two prescribed burns are proposed on 62 acres to promote tree regeneration. 

• One site is identified to use fencing to promote hemlock regeneration.  Other sites 
may also be considered. 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/salesFlambeau.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/salesFlambeau.html
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Recreation Management 
  

Hiring has been conducted and a park manager and ranger are now in place for the FRSF.  LTE’s 

are also planned to be hired for the summer season.  This will enable the property to establish 
some regular office hours to assist visitors to the property.  The hours will be posted.  
  

The following recreation management activities are planned for 2020:  

• Finalize last remaining items to complete the Yurt site.   

o Note:  During open hunting season in fall this recreation site will be reservable 

through local staff and not through the online Camis site.  

• Improve signage and provide better maps along hunter walking trails around the Yurt 

site over the next several years.   

• Continue work on several segments of hunter walking trails across the property as able; 

work to include repairing trail, replacing culverts, and improving parking. 

• Connors Lake Association has offered to donate a solar light for the boat launch. 

• Ramp extension work will be targeted to complete at the Connors Lake Boat Launch.  
Funds have been donated by the Lake Association to extend or add rip-rap to the 

end of the ramp. 

• Dependent on available funding, improvements to the picnic area and restrooms at 

Connors Lake.  Additional electrical sites in Connors Campground are also planned.   

• Conduct invasive species inventory and herbicide treatment on garlic mustard patches 

at Lake of the Pines, and other areas as identified.  Programs will coordinate and share 
resources to accomplish treatment of garlic mustard across the property.  

• Improvements to river campsites include placing stone steps. 

• An ATV bridge at Connors Creek is planned.   

• Potential project for a foot bridge and interpretive trails at Little Falls/Slough Gundy. 
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Wildlife, Fisheries, & Habitat Management  
  

The following wildlife, fisheries and habitat management activities are planned for 2020:  

• USDA Wildlife Services is being contracted to assist with managing the beaver 
populations causing damage to the roads and trails across the property.   

• Existing openings and trails will continue to be maintained for elk and general wildlife 

habitat.  

• Coordination will continue between Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, FRSF, Kimberly-
Clark Wildlife Area and the Rusk and Sawyer County Forests on a cooperative project to 

improve and expand a road for hunter walking trails between the properties. 

• Conduct invasive species inventory and herbicide treatment on hunter walking trails as 

identified.   

• Price County Chapter of Walleyes for Tomorrow has expressed interest in participating 
in WDNR’s research on declining walleye recruitment. 

• Co-Pa-Pi Lake Association may undertake additional rock reef projects to improve 

walleye spawning habitat in Connors Lake.   

• Anglers will be counted and interviewed in a creel survey to estimate fishing pressure, 
catch, and harvest in Connors Lake in the 2020-2021 fishing season.   

• Fishery staff will estimate the adult population density of walleye in Connors Lake and 
muskellunge in Lake of the Pines.  

• Fishery staff will assess the size structure and abundance of bass and bluegills in 

Connors Lake, Lake of the Pines, Mason Lake, and Evergreen Lake in late spring 2020 
electrofishing surveys.   

 
 

Real Estate Management  
 

Any potential real estate transactions that may occur during 2020 will be strictly conducted 
under the guidance and direction of the property master plan.  Staff may periodically contact 

landowners within the project boundary to explain the department’s land acquisition program 
and to see if they have an interest in selling their property. Acquisition priorities for the 

properties vary from year to year and are based on a number of factors, such as resource 
management or recreation needs and available funding, which may be from a variety of 

sources. 

• Continue to administer easements, land use agreements and access permits. 

• Monitor and pursue potential land acquisitions within the forest boundary. 
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• Utilize the Land Acquisition Tracking System for documenting potential acquisitions. 

• Administer surveys and address encroachment issues as needed. 

  

 

Administrative  
 

The following administrative management activities are planned for 2020: 

• Maintain existing administrative facilities  

• Maintain open forest roads through periodic grading, graveling, brushing and mowing.  

• Complete the Deer Creek Road Project – Ditching, fabric placement, culverts and 

surfacing will occur to open this road according to the master plan.   

• Complete the Cedar Rapids Road Project – culvert replacement and re-design to protect 
the class 1 trout stream. 

• The Ecological Landscape assessment for the North Central Forest Region, which 
includes the Flambeau River State Forest, will continue in 2020. 

 

 

Partnership Work 
 
The following partnership activities are planned for 2020: 

• Continue to work with townships, local businesses and residents, local tribes and 

GLIFWC, and user groups on issues and opportunities related to management of the 

Flambeau River State Forest. 

• Enhance public involvement and interest in management of the FRSF. 

• WDNR Fishery staff, Price County Chapter of Walleyes for Tomorrow, and the Co-Pa-Pi 
Lake Association will continue to collaborate on citizen participation in fishery research 

projects and fish habitat improvements. 

• Establishment of a Friends of the Flambeau River State Forest Friends Group – a 

501(3)(c) non-profit organization made of volunteers to support the mission and values 

of the Flambeau River State Forest.   
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Master Plan Monitoring 
 

The purpose of this Annual Property Master Plan Monitoring report is to document and share a 
summary of the major completed treatments for forest and habitat management treatments, 
recreation and infrastructure development projects, and other property management actions 
to implement master plan goals and objectives. This Master Plan monitoring report includes a 
summary of habitat restoration projects, timber sales, tree plantings, prescribed burns and 
development projects including parking areas, trails, buildings, roads or other infrastructure.  
 

A full list of completed forest and habitat management treatments can be viewed on the Departments 
web page by searching “master plan monitoring” 

 
The monitoring report is divided into sections on  
I. Forest management  
II. Recreation management  
III. Wildlife/fisheries habitat management  
IV. Real estate management   
V. Administration 
VI. Partnerships 
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Forest Management   
 

During the 2019 calendar year, timber sale revenue on the Flambeau River State Forest (FRSF) 

totaled over $1.5 million from 20 completed timber sales on 3,200 acres.  Also, in calendar year 

2019, 15 timber sales were bid out and sold to manage 2,200 acres, with an estimated $1.4 

million stumpage value.  This acreage was on track with the harvest goals set for 2019.     

Additionally, 6,600 acres of reconnaissance checks were completed, as well as 200 acres of 

backlogged survival checks.  One scarification site was mostly completed, work was delayed due 

to wet site conditions, 4 acres remain from original 24 acres 

Invasive species treatment occurred on two sites for approximately 6 acres to control burdock 

and garlic mustard in parking areas, walking trails and surrounding forest.  An additional two 
sites for 34 acres were broadcast sprayed in preparation for 2020 planting. 

 
 

Recreation Management 
 

The following recreation management activities were conducted during 2019: 

• A new boarding pier was constructed at Connors Lake Boat Launch.   

• Yurt construction was mostly completed for the site in the Ox Bow Area.   

• Ski trail maintenance at North Mason Creek done to improve drainage. 

• Mason Creek Bridge Replacement – A collapsing bridge on the Flambeau Hills Ski 

trail was replaced with a new pre-fabricated bridge.  

• Several repairs were done on washouts on the snowmobile trails across the property. 

• A new bridge was installed on the ski trail.   

• Transition was made to Camis (https://wisconsin.goingtocamp.com/home) for all 

campground and shelter reservations. 
 
 

Wildlife, Fisheries, & Habitat Management  
  

The following wildlife, fisheries and habitat management activities were completed in 2019: 

• Existing openings were maintained for elk and general wildlife habitat.  

• In August of 2019, the Kentucky Elk Translocation project was completed with the 
release of 60 elk from the Meyers Farm Quarantine Pen. This completes the transport of 

150 elk from Kentucky to Wisconsin. The Quarantine Pen is in the process of 

https://wisconsin.goingtocamp.com/home
https://wisconsin.goingtocamp.com/home


 

9 
 

disassembly, starting with the interior fence lines. The long-term direction is still being 

discussed by wildlife management and Flambeau River State Forest Staff. 

• Electrofishing surveys were completed in fall 2019 to evaluate walleye recruitment in 

Connors Lake and Lake of the Pines.  

In January 2020 the Co-Pa-Pi Lake Association added a rock reef in Connors Lake to improve 
spawning habitat for walleye.     
 
 

Real Estate Management  
 

During 2019, routine real estate management activities were conducted.  These activities, as 
directed by the master plan, included the following:  

• Researching and pursuing potential land acquisitions. 

• Working with landowners on boundary questions and issues. 

• Managing leases, easements and land use agreements. 

• Issuing and managing access permits.   

 
Currently, the Flambeau River State Forest property consists of 95,297 acres.  This accounts for 

68% of the acquisition goal of 140,000 acres.   
 

 

Administrative  
 
The following administrative management activities were completed in 2019: 

• Two master plan variances were initiated and approved.  One to convert the old 

headquarter office to LTE housing, the other authorized the yurt site to be constructed. 

• LTE housing accommodations were made at the old FRSF Headquarters office 

building.  Roofing repair was also made to the building.  

• Multiple sections of roads were re-surfaced, re-shaped and improvements made to 
improve access to the property.  Some of this was normal maintenance, some was in 

response to washouts from recent years storms.  Multiple culverts were also replaced 
and re-sized. 

• All culverts on improved roads were marked with reflective culvert markers. 

• All FRSF roads had street signs installed as well as the appropriate regulatory signage. 

• 14,000 yards of gravel was crushed at Payne Farm Pit for forest road use. 
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• Motorized access maps for the FRSF were completed in March of 2019 and are viewable 

on the state forest’s webpage.  Maps will be updated annually to reflect current 
conditions of open roads.   

• The township of Flambeau received road aids funding for work on Price Lakes Road.  The 

township of South Fork received road aids funding for work on Hackett Creek Road. 
Road aids money is distributed based on specific criteria focused on the amount of 
traffic due to DNR operations, public access to the state forest, and logging.  

 
 

Partnership Work 
 

In addition to some of the projects mentioned above that were coordinated with partner 

groups, the following was completed in 2019: 

• Worked with townships, local businesses and residents, local tribes and GLIFWC, 

and user groups on issues and opportunities related to management of the FRSF. 

 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources – Flambeau River State Forest values your 

opinions and perspectives.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about any of the 

above topics, property master plan, or the property in general, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  You can also check out the information on the Flambeau River State Fores t 

website at: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/StateForests/flambeauRiver/ 

 

Thank you for your continued support and interest in the Flambeau River State Forest. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matt Blaylock 

 

Matt Blaylock – interim contact 
 

Flambeau River State Forest 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
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