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urbearers are animals that were
traditionally utilized to provide warmth,
but that doesn’t mean that’s all they are
good for. They were (and are) used as food
as well as being challenging, but rewarding
quarry for hunters, trappers, wildlife watchers
and photographers. Furbearing animals also
play a vital role in the ecosystem (the beaver
even creates its own ecosystem to the
benefit and sometimes detriment of other
wildlife). This group of mammals is quite
diverse including the largest rodent in North
America, the smallest mammalian carnivore
in the world and a marsupial. Wisconsin
furbearers are primarily nocturnal, but dawn
and dusk can be good times to catch a
glimpse of one of these elusive animals. For
2018 trapping/hunting regulations search
keyword “trapping/hunting regulations” on
the DNR webpage at: http://dnr.wi.gov/
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or pick up the regulations booklet at DNR
Service Stations statewide.
Wisconsin is home to 18 species of
furbearers with one other species (Canada
lynx) being occasional visitors to the state.
Of these 18 species, American (Pine) marten
is on Wisconsin’s Endangered Species List,
badgers are protected and spotted skunks
may no longer reside in the state. One other
species, the stone marten is a non-native
furbearer that may still reside in small pockets
of southeast Wisconsin though there have
been no confirmed sightings for some time.
Wolves and black bears are considered large
carnivores in Wisconsin. For information
about our large carnivores, search keyword
“wolf” or “black bear” on the DNR webpage.
Cougars (mountain lions) are another species
of large carnivore that show up in Wisconsin
occasionally.
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General Trapping
Information
Drawing Results
The results of the bobcat, fisher and otter drawing
are available in August. Just check your customer
profile on GOWILD. The durable carcass tag will
arrive by mail before the season. Within 24 hours
of harvest, successful permit holders must register
online at gamereg.wi.gov or call 1-800-GAME-REG
(1-800-486-9194) and provide basic details regarding
otter harvest. Separated pelts must be registered
in person within 7 days of the month of harvest by
contacting a local conservation warden or other authorized DNR personnel. At the time of registration,
we will be collecting one section of lower jaw (like
for fisher). Conservations wardens and personnel
can be found by visiting dnr.wi.gov keyword “trap”
or by calling (888) 936-7463.

Successful harvest
Within 24 hours of harvest, successful permit holders must register online at gamereg.wi.gov or call
1-800-GAME-REG (1-800-486-9194) and provide
basic details regarding otter harvest. Separated pelts
must be registered in person within 7 days of the
month of harvest by contacting a local conservation
warden or other authorized DNR personnel. At the
time of registration, we will be collecting one section
of lower jaw (like for fisher). Conservations wardens
and personnel can be found by visiting dnr.wi.gov
keyword “trap” or by calling (888) 936-7463.

Raccoons
Raccoons

Raccoon Season:
Residents:
October 20, 2018 – February 15, 2019
Non-residents:
November 3, 2018–February 15, 2019
Bag Limit: None
Raccoons
are
present
statewide in Wisconsin and
found in all habitat types.
Raccoons have a welldeserved reputation for being
generalists. Raccoons are well
suited to live close to people
making them one of the
most accessible furbearers for
wildlife watchers and trappers/
hunters. Occasionally these
masked bandits will make an
early withdrawal from your
garden or take up rent-free
residence in your attic, making
attitudes sour about their
accessibility. Raccoons rank only
behind muskrats in number
harvested in Wisconsin.
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Raccoons are common
throughout Wisconsin and
may have especially high
densities near urban areas
and seasonally abundant
food sources like cornfields.
Regional population densities
are highest in Wisconsin’s
central
and
southern
farmland regions, as reported
by deer hunters and DNR
field staff in the annual deer
hunter observation survey,
though localized populations
can vary.
Raccoons are susceptible
to
rabies,
but
canine
distemper (CDV) is much
more prevalent and often

results in similar symptoms.
Most mortality is human
caused by harvest and vehicle
collisions respectively but
disease outbreaks and severe
weather can have significant
impacts on local populations.
High density populations
may be more susceptible to
disease outbreaks. A drop
in harvest mortality, as seen
here in Wisconsin recently
tied to lower fur prices,
may increase other causes
of mortality (like disease
or vehicle collisions). Last
year several counties had
raccoons submitted that
tested positive for CDV.
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Raccoon harvest was high in 2012 and
2013, when pelt prices were higher, and
declined in 2014 - 2017 along with the
market. In April of 2018 record amounts of
snowfall covered much of the state. This
late snowstorm is thought to have little
to no impact on raccoons. Biologists and
trappers are reporting higher than normal
populations across the state again this year.
Local populations can fluctuate during
severe weather and disease outbreaks but
in general the 2018 raccoon population in
Wisconsin looks to be robust.
If you notice multiple dead raccoons
this fall, contact your local wildlife biologist
and help the department document
emerging disease issues in furbearer
species. “Raccoons carry many diseases,”
said Lindsey Long of Wildlife health. “Some,
like CDV, are not transmissible to humans
but can carry over to domestic pets. Others,
like raccoon roundworm can infect people,
so gloves should always be worn while
handling carcasses and you should wash
your hands frequently.”
Since raccoons are abundant and
occasionally
considered
a
nuisance,
harvesting them can be a great way to build
relationships with land owners. Kris Johansen,
DNR wildlife supervisor in Black River Falls,
urges trappers and hunters to “Make sure to
do your homework with preseason scouting
and obtain permission from landowners well
in advance. Preseason efforts from hunters
and trappers can provide for a productive
and efficient experience. Finally, don’t forget
to follow up after the season with a thank
you card or another token of appreciation for
those landowners that are willing to provide
you access to trap and/or hunt on their lands.”
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M U S K R A T
Muskrats are an aquatic
rodent that may be found
anywhere wet, but are most
abundant in the central
portion of the state. Muskrats
are preyed upon by mink,
river otter, musky and birds
of prey. Muskrats primarily eat
aquatic vegetation but will
feed on aquatic invertebrates
and other small animals if the
opportunity presents itself.
Muskrats can increase
their
population
quickly
under appropriate conditions.
In
Wisconsin,
muskrats
can raise 3 litters per year
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with litter sizes averaging
in the 5-8 range. Habitat
conditions drive muskrat
populations and in areas that
receive enough moisture to
keep water levels sufficient,
muskrat populations are
again expected to be ample
in 2018. Ponds that rely upon
precipitation to maintain
water levels have been
drying up in some areas this
summer which spells trouble
for the muskrats. Hard stem
bulrush and native cattail is
the preferred forage this time
of year according to marsh

aficionados Larry Meyer and
Chris Hamerla.
This spring we saw an
isolated mortality event in
the Northeast where several
muskrats were found dead and
tested positive for tularemia.
Due to the small number of
mortalities, the local muskrat
population is not expected to
be impacted.
Horicon Wildlife Area
holds an open auction, where
successful bidders receive
special access permits to trap
muskrats. Successful bidders
are subject to rigorous
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report requirements. Contact
each area’s office for more
information: Horicon NWR,
920-387-2658; Horicon DNR
Wildlife Area, 920-387-7860.
Muskrat
research
at
Horicon focuses on disease
surveillance,
reproductive
evaluations
and
aerial
imagery
analysis
to
determine population trends
and estimates. If you are on
the marsh and find any dead
muskrats, please contact
the appropriate staff at the
numbers listed above.
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Wildlife biologists regularly are available at dnr.wi.gov,
get calls from landowners keywords “nuisance wildlife.”
with concerns of muskrats
digging into banks and dikes.
The department encourages
those landowners to contact
local nuisance trappers to
help mitigate this damage. If
Statewide Zone: Oct
you are experiencing muskrat
27, 2018 – Mar. 10,
damage or have interest in
2019
being on the nuisance wildlife
trapper list, visit the Wisconsin
Mississippi River Zone:
Trappers Association website
Nov. 12, 2018 – Mar.
at wistrap.org and select the
10, 2019
“nuisance animal removal” tab.
Bag Limit: None
Nuisance wildlife guidelines

Muskrat &
Mink:
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Bobcats have successfully
expanded their range in
Wisconsin so that they are
practically
statewide
in
distribution. Bobcats are
elusive and few people
get to see them in the wild
even
where
population
densities are at their greatest.
Being notoriously secretive,
bobcats present a problem
for wildlife surveys as their
detection rate may be lower
than most other species.
To help fill the data gaps
left by lack of detection in
the track survey, the DNR is
conducting bobcat research
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in the North and Southwest
portions of the state. This
research is partially funded
by a special application fee
that Wisconsin trappers/
hunters
requested.
This
research is made possible
by cooperation with local
trappers who call in incidental
bobcat captures that the
DNR collar and release.
The collared bobcats
are providing location data
allowing home ranges and
habitat usage to be calculated
and, in some cases, allows
for cause specific mortality to
be determined. This research

is finding that the bobcat
population in Wisconsin is
healthy and may use almost
every habitat type available. As
our data on Wisconsin bobcats
expand, the population model
improves.
The Southern Bobcat Zone
was opened for the first time
in fall of 2014. It will take a few
years of data collection and
research before the department
is able to establish a population
model for this region.
The
Southwest
Wisconsin CWD, Deer and
Predator Project is looking to
coordinate with trappers to
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collar bobcats and coyotes
again this year. Trappers
interested in participating
in paid research activities
should call (715) 577-6288.
Trappers MUST sign-up to
participate, and can then
receive payments for coyotes
they call in to have collared
and released. The coyotes
must be caught within five
miles of the SWCDPP study
areas. We are asking that any
trapper with an incidentally
caught bobcat in southwest
Wisconsin call these in as
well, but we are not offering
any payments for bobcats
called in for collaring.
Bobcat
carcasses
are
collected
annually
and
provide critical management
information. The carcass/
sample collection (which
occurs on bobcats, fisher
and otter) allows us to
gather information on age
and sex distribution as well
as sometimes age-specific
reproduction. This vital data,
coupled with the predator
research being conducted
by the DNR, has improved
our understanding of the all
too often out-of-sight, yet
common, bobcat.
Similar to fisher and river
otter, a limited-permit system
is in place for bobcats. The
preference-point
system
provides
a
continuous
applicant with a northern
8
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bobcat tag roughly every
seven to eleven years and a
southern bobcat tag every five
to eight years. In addition to
two zones, the bobcat harvest
season is split between
two distinct time periods,
with permits valid only for
the selected season. When
applying for a bobcat tag,
applicants will need to request
either the first or second time
period and which zone they
intend to trap or hunt in.
The 2018/19 Wisconsin
bobcat quota has been set at
550 for the North Zone and
250 for the South Zone. Both
of these quotas include the
state and tribal quotas. The
North Zone quota is the same
as in 2017/18 while the quota
in the South is up 50 animals
from a year ago.
The second-time period
generally has better snow
conditions to trail bobcats
9

with dogs, resulting in higher
success rates and longer
wait-times for permits. Permit
levels are calculated using
previous success rates for
each specific time period. The
majority of bobcat harvest
occurs in the second-time
period for both the Northern
and Southern zones with
the aid of dogs, and trapping
remains the predominant
method of harvest in the first
time period in both zones.
Harvest in the southern zone
primarily occurred in the
central portions of the state,
where bobcat densities are
greater than in the far south.
Similar to fisher and otter,
bobcat must be tagged at the
point of harvest and reported
within 24 hours of harvest
online at gamereg.wi.gov by
calling 1-800-GAME-REG (1800-486-9194). An automated
system will ask the caller to

provide basic details regarding
the harvest. Separated pelts
must be registered in person
within 7 days of the month of
harvest by contacting a local
conservation warden or other
authorized DNR personnel.
Conservations wardens and
personnel can be found by
visiting dnr.wi.gov keyword
“trap” or by calling (888)
936-7463. Bobcat carcasses
are collected at time of
registration.
Registration
and carcass collection gives
the department important
management
information,
including age structure of the
population, reproductive age
and previous litter sizes. As
with all three of our limited
draw species, the season
is subject to close early if
harvest quotas are met. It
is the responsibility of the
permit holder to monitor the
season status.
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A member of the weasel
family, fisher can hold their
own as one of Wisconsin’s
most tenacious predators. Well
known for being successful
porcupine hunters, fishers eat
a diversity of small to midsized animals and even fruits
occasionally.
Fisher distribution has
been shifting over the two
past decades. While northern
counties like Ashland and
Bayfield saw high harvest
rates in the past, harvest in
those counties has declined.
Marathon,
Dunn,
and
Chippewa counties have
become the top counties for
fisher harvest in the state.
Populations in the central
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Fisher Season
Oct. 20, 2018–Jan. 6, 2019
Bag Limit: One per permit
Application Deadline:
Aug. 1

forests and southern twothirds of the state seem to be
increasing, and quotas have
reflected these changes in
recent years.
This shift is not unique
to
Wisconsin
as
the
surrounding states have
also seen declines in what
was considered the fisher’s
core habitat, outward to the
periphery. Iowa (the state)
had confirmed sightings of
a fisher last year, indicating
that they are adjusting to the
more fragmented agriculture
land across their southern
range in Wisconsin.
Local populations of
fishers can vary widely. Often
seen at bear baits the reports

on fisher activity is all over
the place. According to Skye
Goode, a bear hunter/trapper
from Clark County, she has
yet to pick up a fisher at any
of her bait sites which is
unusual. According to DNR
Biologist Jenna Kosnicki,
“Fisher have been spotted on
many trial cams and may be
on the upswing in NC WI”. On
average it appears the fisher
population is similar to last
year. Some in the North and
Central Forests are reporting
high rabbit numbers which
should be of benefit to fishers.
The annual deer hunter
observation
survey
has
shown that most fisher
FisherCont. on pg. 12.
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In terms of aquatic mammals
in Wisconsin, the river otter
reigns supreme. Otter are
members of the weasel family
and somewhat resemble a
furry torpedo. More gregarious
than other mustelids, otter
will hunt in groups when
conditions favor it. Otter will
prey upon about any animal
it can catch but generally
eats muskrats, fish and
benthic invertebrates. Otter
maintain large home ranges
but can occasionally be seen
out during the day. While
viewing is available yearround, harvest is regulated
with a long closed season
and limited permit allocation.
Fun to watch and with a high
quality and functional fur it
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seems that the otter’s charm
is lost only on the fisherman.
Permits to trap otter
are available through a
drawing that takes place in
early August. A statewide
quota
recommendation
(as with fisher and bobcat)
is established during the
annual Furbearer Advisory
Committee meeting held
in the offseason (search
keyword “Furbearer Advisory
Committee” on the DNR
website for the meeting
minutes).
State,
Federal
and Tribal biologists are
all represented on the
committee as are other private
interest groups. Data obtained
through
previous
year’s
harvests and surveys guide
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the committee as statewide
quotas are suggested.
River otter can be
found on all of Wisconsin’s
major river systems and
can move extensively up
and down riverine systems,
covering miles of streams
and tributaries. According
to Milwaukee County’s DNR
wildlife
biologist
Dianne
Robinson, “Milwaukee county
residents sometimes spot otter
along the northern branches
of the Little Menomonee and
Milwaukee Rivers, as well
as along Oak Creek. Otter,
like all of our aquatic plants
and animals, need clean
water, and maintaining high
water quality in our creeks is
River OtterCont. on pg. 12.
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River OtterCont. from pg. 11.
critical to maintaining healthy
ecosystems, especially in our
urban areas.”
River otter populations
are stable in Wisconsin. Winter
is the best time to look for
otter sign as their distinctive
dot-dot-dash tracking pattern
is identifiable even from the
air. Local populations vary
but across the state the otter
population looks healthy and
should be similar to what we
saw last year. Trapping effort
is low due to low fur prices
for both otter and beaver.
This may result in higher
populations in some localities.

The 2018/19 Wisconsin
river otter quotas has been
set at 2000 animals statewide.
This number includes the
tribal quota and is the same as
the previous 2 years. Though
unlikely since success rates
are used to calculate permit
levels, the season for our
permit species (bobcat, fisher
and otter) may be shut down
early if the quota is met during
the season. If this occurs, a
press release would be issued,
sufficient notice would be
posted on our webpage and
the Furbearer Hotline ((855)
299 – 9653) will be updated
with the information.

Otter Season
North Zone Nov. 3,
2018–April 30, 2019
South Zone Nov. 3,
2018–March 31, 2019
FisherCont. from pg. 10.
observations come from the
central farmland region of the
state, followed by the central
and northern forests. Field
staff and trapper observations
seem
to
mirror
these
observations, as the westcentral counties appear to
offer the best opportunity for
fisher trapping and viewing.
The 2018/19 Wisconsin
fisher quota has been set at
385 for the North Zone and
600 in the South Zone. These
quotas include the tribal quota.
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This is the first year that fisher
zones have been consolidated
to mirror the bobcat zones. The
quotas are effectively the same
as last year, just consolidated
from six zones to two.
Fisher
harvest
must
be reported within 24
hours of harvest online at
gamereg.wi.gov or by calling
1-800-GAME-REG
(1-800486-9194). An automated
system will ask the caller to
provide basic details regarding
the harvest. Separated pelts
must be registered in person

Bag Limit:
One per permit
Application Deadline:
August 1
within 7 days of the month
of harvest by contacting a
local conservation warden
or other authorized DNR
personnel.
Conservations
wardens and personnel can
be found by visiting dnr.
wi.gov keyword “trap” or by
calling (888)936-7463. This
year instead of collecting
the entire fisher skull, only
a section of lower jaw will
be collected at the time of
registration. See the 2018
trapping regulations for more
details on jaw collection.
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Furbearers
Top things to
know:
1.
4.
The fisher and river
otter zones have been
consolidated to mirror the
bobcat zones with a North
Zone and a South Zone
split by HWY 64.

2.

Now youth trappers
under 16 years of age may
trap without a license
under supervision of a
licensed and certified
trapper. Apprentice
trappers 16 and over can
purchase a mentored
trapping license before
they complete trapper
education which will allow
them to trap alongside
a licensed and certified
mentor.

3.

Woodchucks
are now listed as an
unprotected species
and they can now be
harvested year-round.
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Research
on predators
in Wisconsin is
ongoing and
cooperation
from trappers is sought
once again. We will be
collaring bobcats again in
the north and bobcats and
coyotes in the Southwest
portion of the state.
Trappers who capture a
bobcat (or coyote in the
SW) who do not wish to
harvest the animal are
encouraged to call the
DNR so that we may put
a collar on the animal and
gather important data
about these secretive
creatures. In the south
call (715)-577-6288 and in
the north 715-401-1051.
Collared bobcats should
be treated the same as
un-collared cats to ensure
accurate data collection. It
is legal to harvest bobcats
wearing GPS collars if
you have an appropriate
harvest permit.

5.

This year we will
be collecting the entire
bobcat carcass (meat can
be kept by the harvester
as long as the skull and
body cavity remain
intact), a section of lower
jaw from fishers and
a section of lower jaw
from river otters for all
harvested animals. The
data that this collection
provides allows us to
gain an understanding
of the populations and
is used when making
management decisions.
In the 2018/19 season
harvesters now have until
7 days after the month of
harvest to complete the
physical registration with
a warden or biologist.
Registration must still be
completed by phone or
web within 24 hours of
harvest.

2018 Fall Hunting and Trapping Forecast

