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Best management practices

• Hazardous waste requirements 
are reduced for electronics 
destined for recycling if certain 
standards are met

• BMPs are not requirements 
and may be tailored to your 
site



DNR collector inspections

• What E-Cycle Wisconsin staff 
look for during inspections

• Other DNR staff may come 
to sites



Requirements
• Clean up and properly label/store broken leaded glass
• Send off materials to legitimate recyclers in a timely manner 

(no stockpiling)
• Maintain records (3 years)
• Report annually if in E-Cycle Wisconsin program
• If enrolled in program, record only eligible materials



Hazardous materials 



Hazardous materials

Managing Used Electronics and Components (WA-1307)



Site selection
• A building is best
• Enclosed trailers work too
• If storing outdoors, remove materials frequently
• Broken CRTs MUST BE containerized OR stored 

indoors
• Think about view from the road



Outdoor storage



• Label containers with 
contents and date that 
you started placing 
items in it

• Keep business 
materials separate

• Appliances don’t 
count 

Sorting



Site security

• Electronics containing 
sensitive data need 
additional security

• Gated
• Cameras
• Citations posted





Preparing electronics for recyclers

• Talk to your recycler - are there 
things you can do with sorting to 
reduce your costs? What can they 
provide for packaging?

• Minimize chance for breakage

• Keep site safety in mind

• Be aware of devices with batteries 



Recordkeeping
• Keep clear separation between eligible and non-

eligible materials 

• Keep records of where materials go 
downstream—including end markets for 
hazardous materials 

• BMP—keeping your own records on top of what 
the recycler provides

• Record all collection events or sites



Fee options
• Price/lb

• Price/item
• Flat fee to access site, additional charge for 

certain items



Surviving tough economics
• Collection frequency: events vs. permanent sites

• Partner with other collectors to make full loads, 
pool resources

• Charge a fee

• Restrict access (customers, employees or residents)

• Restrict number of items per visit

• Restrict type of items



Site operator training
• Establish a procedure for broken 

leaded glass

• “Used cathode ray tubes - contains 
leaded glass” and “Do not mix with 
other glass materials” 

• “Leaded glass from televisions or 
computers” and “Do not mix with 
other glass materials” 

• Battery and lamp safety



Site operator training



Devices containing Li batteries
• Fire risk when batteries are 

damaged

• US DOT requirements for 
transportation to recycler

• Watch for swelling/visibly 
damaged batteries and place 
in sand or kitty litter to 
prevent “thermal event”

• Call2Recycle battery safety 
training and resources

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/lithiumbatteries


Communicating to the public



Resources for collectors
Collection site list (includes list of manufacturer mail-back 
programs)

https://wisconsindnr.shinyapps.io/EcycleCollectorSite/


Resources for collectors
• Free publications and posters

• “What happens when I e-cycle?” video- getting redone!

• Tips for choosing a responsible electronics recycler

• “Your role” overview for RUs

• DNR Facebook page, LinkedIn, press releases

• Battery safety video

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/collectors.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/collectors.html


A quick note about refrigerants
DNR Refrigerant Recovery Program

Jeff Myers, Refrigerant compliance coordinator, 608-266-2879

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/AirQuality/Refrigerants.html


Questions?

Amy Dubruiel
608-267-7576
amy.dubruiel@wisconsin.gov

mailto:marcy.mcgrath@wisconsin.gov
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