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Landfill and incinerator bans

• Televisions
• Computers (desktop  

laptop, netbook, tablet)
• Computer monitors
• Computer accessories 

(mice, keyboards, external 
hard drives, etc.)

• Desktop printers & fax 
machines

• E-readers
• DVD players, VCRs and 

DVRs
• Cell phones



E-Cycle Wisconsin



Requirements for collectors

• Must register with E-Cycle Wisconsin IF working with a 
registered recycler or another registered collector
– Annual report/re-registration submitted to DNR (no fee)
– Sites/events where electronics collected from the public are 

reported and displayed on DNR’s website (can include 
restrictions, like community residents only)

– Collector FAQ

• Being part of E-Cycle Wisconsin not a requirement if 
not working with registered recyclers/collectors

• Solid and hazardous waste requirements and BMPs 
apply to everyone

https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/wa/wa1502.pdf


Requirements for non-households

• Disposal bans apply to 
everyone

• For equipment not 
specifically banned, 
need to determine 
whether it is hazardous 
waste and manage 
accordingly

• Keep data security laws 
and best practices in 
mind



Local government requirements

• Not required to 
collect electronics 
or register with E-
Cycle Wisconsin

• RUs must provide 
information to 
residents on 
disposal ban & 
electronics 
recycling

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/
Government.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/Government.html


Barriers to recycling electronics



Electronics in WI households



DNR’s free outreach resources

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/Outreach.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/Outreach.html


Where people hear about e-cycling



Preferred outreach methods



DNR’s collection sites list



Registered collection sites



Collection sites 
registered during 
program year 9, with 
15-mile (north, west 
and southwest) or 10-
mile (northeast and 
southeast) radius 
circles showing average 
distance willing to drive 
to recycle electronics.



Pounds collected by program year

More than 300 
million pounds 
collected 
since 2010



Where collected materials go



TVs dominate collection



What collectors pay to recyclers











Choosing a recycler

• See DNR tips on choosing a recycler
• Ask questions about services

– Do they service your area?
– Can they accept the types of materials you want to recycle?
– Do they provide the service you need, e.g. collection events, 

packaging and loading, etc.?
– Contract length and change/cancellation provisions
– Can they provide references?

• Do they hold any special certifications?
– R2: https://sustainableelectronics.org
– e-Stewards: http://e-stewards.org/
– ISO: https://www.iso.org/home.html
– NAID: http://www.naidonline.org

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa1729.pdf
https://sustainableelectronics.org/
http://e-stewards.org/
https://www.iso.org/home.html
http://www.naidonline.org/


Know what happens to your materials

• Visit your recycler or talk to 
others who have

• Processing materials in-house?
• Rate of recycling versus 

disposal
• Where are electronics and 

components going?
• What documentation do they 

provide?
• Hazardous material 

management

• Not just a one-time task



Problems at registered recyclers

• Market conditions make fees necessary
– CRTs
– Flat panels
– Plastics markets

• E-Cycle WI has 16 registered recyclers compared to a 
high of 32 in program year 3

• Be vigilant in verifying your recyclers are properly 
handling materials – where are components going 
downstream?



Data security

• Many devices now store data—cell 
phones, printers, TVs, fitness 
trackers—not just computers and 
tablets

• Make sure your recycler can describe 
and demonstrate its process to 
maintain “chain of custody” and 
properly wipe/destroy data

• Look at your own procedures—
unsupervised containers at sites with 
no cameras/security may not work

• Where do you store old electronics in 
your workplace?



Contacts

• DNR website: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ecycle
– List of registered recyclers
– List of registered collectors

• Sarah Murray, E-Cycle WI coordinator
sarah.murray@wisconsin.gov 608-264-6001

• Marcy McGrath, E-Cycle WI compliance coordinator
marcy.mcgrath@wisconsin.gov 920-662-5167

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ecycle
https://dnr.wi.gov/wastemgmt/wm/wmexternal/ShellReportViewer.aspx?RID=15
https://dnr.wi.gov/wastemgmt/wm/wmexternal/ShellReportViewer.aspx?RID=13
mailto:sarah.murray@wisconsin.gov
mailto:marcy.mcgrath@wisconsin.gov
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