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Responses to Public Comments on the Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (WPDES) General Construction Storm Water Discharge Permit for: 

Transportation activities carried out under the direction and supervision of the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation (WisDOT), WPDES General Permit No. WI-S066796-1 (general 
permit) 

On October 30, 2017, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (Department) public noticed the 
proposed general permit named above. On November 29, 2017, the Department held a public hearing on 
the proposed general permit. The comment period closed on December 4, 2017. The Department 
received no comments at the public hearing and received one written comment during the public 
comment period. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Review 
Prior to the release of the public notice, on September 19, 2017, the Department provided the proposed 
general permit to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for preliminary review. Other 
than correcting minor typographical errors, the only change made to the general permit as a result of 
USEPA’s preliminary review was to add the underlined text below to section 2.7.1.6: 

2.7.1.6 Provide and maintain natural buffers around surface waters, direct storm water to 
vegetated areas and maximize storm water infiltration to reduce pollutant discharges, unless 
infeasible or unless exempt pursuant to s. NR 151.244(2), Wis. Adm. Code. 

Please note that the change above was included in the public noticed version of the proposed general 
permit release on October 30, 2017. By letter dated October 19, 2017 (letter attached), USEPA indicated 
that it will not object to issuance of the general permit as proposed except under certain limited 
circumstances identified in USEPA’s letter. 

Public Comments 
On November 17, 2017, the Department received a written comment on the proposed general permit 
from the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) (letter attached). MMSD requested that 
the Department modify the general permit to require WisDOT compliance with local storm water runoff 
standards. 

Department Response: Under state law, activities conducted by a state agency are specifically exempt 
from local construction site erosion control and storm water management ordinances under s. 59.693(8) 
[counties]; s. 60.627(7) [towns]; s. 61.354(7) [villages]; and s. 62.234(7) [cities]. The Department 
cannot include requirements in the general permit that contradict these statutes. Consequently, no 
changes have been made to the general permit in response to this comment. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

This document was prepared by Jim Bertolacini, Runoff Management Section, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources 










