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Restoring cold-
water streams and 
their watersheds.
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Over 600 coldwater 
streams.

Greater than 4,000+ 
miles.



Topics Covered:
Liability, Fund raising, Easements, Working 
with landowners, Experienced Chapters 
with less experience, Workdays, etc.

Building Capacity of groups to do more stream 
restoration projects.

Workday

Project Development

Experience vs. non experience





Riparian & Watershed sessions



1 million yrs. ago 600,000 years ago

Illinoian glaciation 
250,000 years ago

Wisconsinan glaciation 
22,000 years ago





Decoding the Driftless



Hixton quartzite – one of the 
largest prehistoric quarry sites 

in the upper Midwest –
Jackson County

Effigy Mounds National 
Monument
Excavations of mounds have 
uncovered human remains…also 
functioned as territory markers 
and as multi-purpose 
ceremonial places.



Water



Recreation

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDj43mjprTAhVM7oMKHRbaBrwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DXKmPAHEPlzY&psig=AFQjCNHmYt0XcTtYvFfBCRjlHLSTrHLoSQ&ust=1491921474428255


A Story of Degradation…









Coon Creek Watershed Project



Conservation







85% 3020 cu yds.





Managed Grazing



900 cu.yds.























Driftless White Paper



Promising Restoration Results



Typical Driftless Brown



EASEMENTS
1200+ miles





TOTAL ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION: 
$646,819,673 Direct Effect + $464,691,659 Indirect/Induced Effects 
= $1,111,511,332

Cold Water Recreational Angling



Economic Impact 2016 Report

 $1.6 Billion
 6579 supporting jobs
 92% satisfied with 

the experience
 1200+ public access



Method of Angling

• Spin 34.7% 
• Fly 51.4% 
• Live bait 24.1% 
• Artificial bait 26.4% 
• Other (Salmon eggs, lures, drift cheese) 1.0% 



Likelihood of Fishing in Driftless 
Region Given Restoration Efforts

• More likely 79.5% 
• Less likely .5% 
• Neither more nor less likely 20.0% 
• Total 100.0% 

Before After



Driftless White Paper







Overhead Cover

Deep Pools

Nongame Habitat
Stable Banks

Pollinator Habitat





Temporary Habitat



Wild & Rare Committee









Standard Designs for 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
…now eligible for Farm Bill 
dollars - EQIP



Cost effective

Structures/Mile





Farm Bill dollars



6.5 million 5 years
1.5 million for stream restoration
Iowa – in 2017

Restore watershed health to 
reduce delivery of sediment and 
nutrients and improve water 
quality to benefit Driftless Area 
rivers and streams



$2.9 Million Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program, RCPP

2016 - 2020

March sign-up 31 
contracts..over
$800,000.



Driftless Area 
Regional 

Conservation 
Partnership Program 

– Phase II

 $9.2 Million  - 5 years for cold-
water (cool-water in IL) 
restoration projects
 Streambank stabilization
 Critical area seeding
 Stream Crossings
 Brush Removal
 Fencing
 Habitat for both game and non-

game species



The End
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