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M I N U T E S 

 
Present:  James Bennett (chair), Sharon Dunwoody, Kevin Anderson, Eric Anderson, Ken Bradbury, 

David Mladenoff, James Perry, Drew Feldkirchner, Craig Thompson, Ellen Censky 
Absent:   Thomas Eddy 
Staff:   Thomas Meyer, Dawn Hinebaugh, David Sample 
Guest:    Ruth Oppedahl 
 
Bennett called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 
1. Adoption of agenda 

Censky moved (seconded by Dunwoody) that the agenda be adopted without modification. The motion 
carried. 

2. Announcements 
• Bennett: Introduced Drew Feldkirchner, newly-hired Director of the DNR’s Bureau of Natural of 

Heritage Conservation, as one of two DNR appointees to the council.  Feldkirchner oversees the 
administration of all NHC programs, including the State Natural Areas Program and its staff.  He is 
trained as a forest ecologist and previously served as the bureau’s forestry liaison. 

• Bennett: Introduced guest Ruth Oppedahl, Executive Director of the Natural Resources Foundation of 
Wisconsin.  

• Bennett: The UW Board of Regents approved the appointment of Bradbury and Dunwoody to new 
three-year terms at its August 18, 2016 meeting.  Their terms were extended to July 1, 2019. 

• Bennett:  Nationally-known ecologist Dr. Orie Loucks died recently.  He served on the council from 
1964-1972, and was the chair from 1968-70.  Loucks was a student of John Curtis and was involved in 
the infamous battle to protect the Big Block of old-growth forest in the Flambeau. 

• Meyer: Noted that the State Board for the Preservation of Scientific Areas (precursor to NAPC) met for 
the first time 65 years ago this month, in November 1951.  He read a letter penned by Joe Hickey in the 
1980s describing how the legislation creating the board was conceived and ultimately passed by the 
legislature. 

• Bennett: Described two endowment funds to benefit SNAs newly established at NRF: the Jonathan Ela 
Fund for the Baileys Harbor Boreal Forest SNA in Door County, and the Steven W. Miller Fund to 
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benefit seven SNAs and other DNR properties in northern Wisconsin.  NRF also recently provided $38K 
in funds for SNA management and protection. 

3. Previous action items 
A. Status of NAPC guideline development 

1. Guidelines for sourcing plant propagules for SNA restoration 
Eddy was not present.  Bennett reported that Eddy had received comments on the proposed 
guidance from former NAPC member Evelyn Howell in the UW’s Department of Landscape 
Architecture.  Eddy will provide this information at the next council meeting.  

2. Guidelines for Augmentation or Development of Populations of Rare, Endangered and 
Threatened Plant and Animal Species. 
The council made minor modifications to these guidelines, last revised in 1999, and formally 
approved these changes (see attachment). 

3. Guidelines for Use of Biological Controls on SNAs 
Perry provided comments on these guidelines solicited from Paul Zedler of UW-Madison.  The 
comments were directed toward guideline structure and wording, but did not offer significant help 
to bring the guidance to current state of the science.  Perry will continue to work on revision of 
these guidelines and bring them back to the council at a future meeting. 

4. New action items 
 A. Minutes of previous NAPC meeting 
  Minutes of the July 26, 2016 NAPC meeting were approved as submitted.   

B. Future council meetings 
The council discussed the advisability of actively encouraging the general public to attend its business 
meetings for the purpose of increasing exposure for NAPC and the SNA program.  Per state law, the 
meetings are publicly-noticed in the DNR on-line calendar of meetings and hearings, and the public is 
welcome to attend.  Consensus was that promoting public attendance at meetings that are business-
oriented, somewhat technical and decidedly lacking in content of general interest to most people was 
not warranted and would significantly complicate meeting planning.  It was recommended that future 
NAPC meetings be better described in the DNR calendar, that the NAPC webpage list meetings (with 
agendas) and that the council consider soliciting public attendance to its annual meeting and field trip 
in summer. 
The council will meet next on January 18, 2017 at a location to be determined.  Meyer will solicit dates 
for a spring meeting in May to be held at Camp Upham Woods (Blackhawk Island SNA) in Wisconsin 
Dells and a July meeting. 

5. Information items 
A. NRF SNA program 

Oppedahl provided a packet of information describing the Natural Resources Foundation’s efforts to 
promote and support the SNA Program. NRF administers to more than 80 endowment funds, 14 of 
which provide resources for the SNA Program both generally and for specific SNAs.  The foundation 
coordinates a popular program of field trips, many of which are led by DNR staff to SNAs, ran an 
“Adopt-a-Natural Area” project  from 2005-10.  Over its 30 years, NRF has contributed more than $1.3 
million in grants to the SNA Program, primarily for land management.  Oppedahl mentioned that it’s 
considering funding either a Wisconsin Conservation Corps or AmeriCorps project that will provide 
assistance to SNA management crews.  She offered NAPC counselors free membership in NRF and that 
they, in turn, could also offer free memberships to others to help build the foundation and its link to 
the SNA Program. 
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B. Roads Inventory 
Meyer reported that the DNR’s inventory of all “drivable linear features” and evaluation of motorized 
use of roads on DNR lands (as directed by the legislature in state statute 23.116) is progressing on 
schedule, and should be completed by spring 2017.   

C. Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation report 
Through a PowerPoint presentation, Feldkirchner provided an overview of current programs, priorities, 
staffing, and budget of NHC. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. on a motion by E. Anderson (seconded by Bradbury). 
 
The council then traveled to the Westport Drumlin Unit of the Empire Prairies State Natural Area for a brief 
tour of the prairie and description of the large Empire Prairies project. 
 
 
 

Inquiries regarding these minutes or the Natural Areas Preservation Council may be directed to:   
Thomas Meyer, State Natural Areas Program, Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources  

Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707  phone: (608)266-0394  email: thomas.meyer@wisconsin.gov 
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