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26 July 2016 
10:00 a.m. 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
Present:  James Bennett (chair), Sharon Dunwoody, Thomas Eddy, Kevin Anderson, Eric Anderson, 

Ken Bradbury, David Mladenoff 
Absent:   James Perry, Drew Feldkirchner 
Staff:   Thomas Meyer, Dawn Hinebaugh 
 
Bennett called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
1. Adoption of agenda 

Eddy moved (seconded by Bradbury) that the agenda be adopted without modification. The motion 
carried. 

2. Announcements 
Bennett: Introduced Craig Thompson, Chief of the Program Integration Section in DNR’s Bureau of Natural 
Heritage Conservation, as one of two DNR appointees to the council.  Thompson oversees the 
administration of the State Natural Areas Program and its staff.  This is his second term on the council, 
having served from 2004-6.  Thompson replaces David Sample on the council. 

3. Previous action items 
A. Status of NAPC guideline development 

1. Guidance for sourcing plant propagules for SNA restoration 
Zine had previously forwarded to council members the specific questions that staff desired to have 
answered by this guideline.  No action by the council to date.  Eddy will solicit input from Evelyn 
Howell and John Harrington at UW-Madison’s Department of Landscape Architecture. 

2. Guidelines for Use of Biological Controls on SNAs 
Perry forwarded an email exchange with UW-Madison’s Paul Zedler on this topic for discussion by 
the council.  Given Perry’s absence, this item was deferred to a later meeting.  Bennett will contact 
Perry directly and work with him to redraft the guidelines for council review. Eddy asked if there 
was a need for guidance on the introduction of native pollinators into SNAs.  There is not. Censky 
commented that the Xerces Society has conducted studies on this topic.  Eddy agreed to review the 
Rare Species Augmentation guidance to decide if it needs revision.  If it does, he will define the 
issues and determine if a full redrafting is necessary.  If it does not, he will bring the guidelines to 
NAPC for reauthorization. 
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3. Guidelines for Maintenance, Modification and Establishment of Trails, Roads and Parking Lots in 
SNAs 
Bennett, Censky and Dunwoody reviewed the existing guidelines.  Thompson recommended that 
no further work be done on this guidance until after DNR administration has adopted the protocol 
for its roads inventory project that has been in the works for several months.  The Department was 
directed by the legislature to inventory all “roads” on state-owned property by July 1, 2017.  SNA 
property managers will conduct the inventory on their respective properties.  This info will be used 
during the development of SNA management plans and master plans to determine which – if any – 
roads will be open to the public, during what timeframe, and with what type of vehicle.  Thompson 
suggested that having guidance from NAPC on this topic, especially on the question of when to 
keep a road closed, would be helpful by this winter.  Meyer will provide the council a link to the 
DNR’s roads inventory web page. 

4. Guidance on acquisition and management of forested landscapes 
Meyer recommended that the council wait on redrafting these guidelines until after the SNA staff 
has completed its examination of the existing SNA gap analysis. 

4. New action items 
A. Minutes of the May 13, 2016 NAPC meeting 

Anderson moved (seconded by Dunwoody) that the minutes of the May 13, 2016 NAPC meeting be 
approved.  The motion carried. 

B. Future council meetings 
Meyer will query the council for meeting dates in late October and early November 2016 and for late 
January 2017. 

C. NAPC member appointments 
The terms of Bradbury and Dunwoody, appointed by the UW-System, expired on July 1, 2016.  Bennett 
will submit a request to the UW Board of Regents’ Education Committee to have them reappointed to 
another 3-year term. 

5. Information items 
A. SNA Tier 3 management plans 

Meyer explained that the nine SNA Tier 3 management plans prepared by staff were accepted by the 
Natural Resources Board at their May meeting.   

B. Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation report 
Thompson gave the NHC report.   
• Drew Feldkirchner has been selected as the bureau’s new director, replacing Erin Crain.  

Feldkirchner served as NHC’s forestry liaison prior to his promotion. 
• Donations to the Endangered Resources Fund exceeded $500K. 
• Sales of the newest ER license plate featuring the bald eagle are selling well. 
• An announcement regarding the analysis and subsequent alignment of DNR functions to increase 

efficiency is expected in August. 
• Former central office SNA staff member Matt Zine has taken a new position in NHC as the Natural 

Areas supervisor for the southern half of the state, overseeing the work of four NHC District 
Ecologists.  Filling his vacant position is on hold in light of the alignment exercise.  

C. SNA designations and acquisitions 
See handout provided by Meyer. 
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D. SNA gap analysis. 
Item deferred. 
 
The business meeting was adjourned at 12:06.  The council toured Muir Park SNA and Observatory Hill 
SNA after lunch. 
 
 

 
 

 


	STATE OF WISCONSIN

