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Green Tier Commitment Outline for
La Crosse County Solid Waste Department

Approval Date - June 1, 2011
Commitment Outline Updated: February 7, 2020

The updates since participation started are:
e Updated general content, format and links

I.  Environmental Management Systems (EMS) & Audit Requirements
Your EMS must either be ISO-certified, or you must demonstrate that it is functionally
equivalent. For information on how to demonstrate the functional equivalency of your
EMS, please see: https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/co/CO503.pdf

You have supplied us with a copy of your ISO 14001 certification, satisfying initial Green
Tier EMS requirements.

To maintain good standing with Green Tier EMS requirements:

A. On or before, June 1, 2012 and every year after that, you must perform an
environmental management system audit. The department recommends that your
first audit be completed by a DNR-approved outside environmental auditor.

B. On or before, June 1, 2014, and every third year, this audit must be completed by a
DNR-approved outside EMS auditor. The list of approved auditors can be found at:
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/Auditors.html

Il. Provide an Annual Report

A. Annual Report Due Date - We have mutually agreed that the deadline for your
Green Tier annual report is June 1, 2012 and annually thereafter. (Please feel free
to discuss alternative reporting dates with your Project Coordinator,
William.Erikson@Wisconsin.gov should your needs change.)

B. Reporting on Environmental Performance Commitments: Your first report should
follow the annual report instructions provided below and should provide data on
your progress toward meeting your environmental performance commitments laid
out in your Green Tier application or your previous year’s Green Tier annual report.

C. Annually, you will need to report progress on the commitments that you have made.
For more details about annual reports and metrics, see the annual report
instructions provided on the website;
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/Reportinstructions.html

D. Please submit Green Tier Annual Reports to: GreenTier@Wisconsin.gov, your Project
Coordinator, William.Erikson@Wisconsin.gov and your Single Point of Contact
(SPOC), Martin.Herrick@Wisconsin.gov.

lll.  Work toward Superior Environmental Performance
Implement environmental improvements that aim to achieve Superior Environmental
Performance as defined in Green Tier law. This means environmental performance that
results in measurable or discernible improvement in the quality of the air, water, land,
or natural resources, or in the protection of the environment, beyond that which is


https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/co/CO503.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/Auditors.html
mailto:William.Erikson@Wisconsin.gov
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/ReportInstructions.html
mailto:GreenTier@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:William.Erikson@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:Martin.Herrick@Wisconsin.gov

IV.

achieved under environmental requirements. More information on Superior
Environmental Performance can be found here:
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/SuperiorEnvironmentalPerformance.html

Green Tier - Tier 1 - DNR Commitments

A.

Single Point of Contact (SPOC): Your single point of contact or SPOC is your liaison to
the department, answering your questions or making connections within DNR or
with other experts. Your SPOC is: Marty Herrick - DNR, Phone608-789-5518,
Martin.Herrick@Wisconsin.gov

Green Tier Logo: Green Tier participants may use the Green Tier logo on stationery,
promotional and educational materials related to your facility. Logo files as well as
the Green Tier Style Guide with additional guidelines and information are available
online at: https://wi-dnr.widencollective.com/portals/nkc57xuv/GreenTierBranding.
Your Project Coordinator can provide you with the current access code.

Recognition: Along with the certificate of recognition, the department will host a
participant web page for easy reference. Participants should provide information
and pictures on their environmental efforts to populate the webpage. We will also
promote your successes throughout your tenure in Green Tier using a variety of DNR
communication channels.

Project Coordinators: You should also feel free to contact your Project Coordinator
for Green Tier specific information. Project Coordinators provide support to SPOCs
and participants providing reminders on Green Tier requirement dates and by
promoting a participant’s successes. Your project coordinator is: Will Erikson,
Phone 608-267-3763, Cell 608-215-3930, William.Erikson@Wisconsin.gov

Minimum Inspection Frequency: Because you have implemented an EMS, you are
entitled to inspections at the lowest frequency permitted by the programs under law.
The department will work with you to determine how this will work for you.

Deferred Civil Action: You are entitled to Deferred Civil Enforcement as described in
statutes (299.83(6m)(d)). If you discover a violation of an existing environmental
requirement, you are entitled to protection from any civil penalties that the
department might otherwise impose if you:
1. Notify the department
2. Provide a corrective action plan and documentation of your
Environmental Management System (EMS) adjustments that ensure
the violation will not happen again, and
3. Correct the violations within 90 days
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State of Wisconsin
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

101 S. Webster Street Scott Walker, Governor
Box 7921 Cathy Stepp, Secretary
Madison WI 53707-7921 Telephone 608-266-2621

WISCONSIN
FAX 608-267-3579
TTY Access via relay - 711 DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Jure 1, 2011

Henry A. Koch, P.E.

Director

La Crosse County Solid Waste Department
6500 State Road 16

La Crosse, WI 54601

Subject:  Tier 1 letter of Acceptance, Green Tier
Dear Mr. Koch:

I am pleased to approve your application and accept La Crosse County Solid Waste Department (LCCSWD) as a
participant in the Wisconsin Green Tier Program. You have now joined a group of participants who are not only
committed to superior environmental performance but strive in building on a sustainable future for Wisconsin.

In recognizing your past accomplishments and future commitments the DNR promises to work toward promoting
and recognizing your facility for taking the lead in environmental protection while assuring economic stability
and growth. The Department of Natural Resources is committed to publicizing LCCSWD as a Green Tier
participant on the DNR website. Undoubtedly, there will be other opportunities to bring the attention of your
accomplishments to the forefront, and we hope to assist you in any manner possible in doing so as a Green Tier
partner.

Tom Woletz has been assigned as your single point of contact. He can be reached at 715 839-3756 or at
Thomas.Woletz@Wisconsin.gov. Please contact Tom with any questions concerning communications, required
approvals, and or technical assistance you may need. For your convenience and future reference, | have attached a
guidance document (Attachment A) that outlines specifics of your entitlements with important dates and timelines
that affect your participation in the program.

On behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, | am proud to extend this welcome to you as a Tier
1 participant. We are committed to working with you to build a customized relationship under the Green Tier
Program as your specific environmental and business opportunities develop.

Sincerely,

\s\ Cathy Stepp

Cathy Stepp
Secretary
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Notice: Collection of this information is authorized under s. 299.83 Wis. Stat. Participation in Green Tier and completion of this form are voluntary. Personal information
collected on this form, including such data as your name, address, phone number, efc., will be used in the implementation of Green Tier and will be made broadly available
under the Green Tier program. Information will also be made accessible to requesters "under Wisconsin's Public Records Law (ss. 19.32 — 19.39, Wis. Stats.). If you need to
request confidential treatment of any information in order to protect a trade secret, please contact a DNR representative prior to submitting this form. Applications must be
considered complete by the DNR in order to be processed. For complete application instructions, see “Green Tier Application Instructions,” publication number CO-501.

This application is for... (check one) . Tier 1 I:I Tier 2 (attach Letter of Intent to this form)
/1. Applicant Information - e ’ . e

Contact Name

EW; *Coae

This application covers all activities at the facility listed in Section II.

D This application covers all activities at more than one facility. For each facility to be covered under this appllcatlon
provide the information from Section Il on a separate page labeled Attachment 1.

D This application does not cover all activities at every covered facility. Please describe the exact scope of activities
and facilities to be covered in the program on a separate page labeled Attachment 1

IIV. Environmental’ Perf d
Please provide the followmg lnformatlon on a separate page labeled Attachment 2. Refer to the Application Instructions
for definitions of environmental performance and superior environmental performance.

Tier 1 Applicants:

e Describe your past and current environmental performance with respect to each covered facility or activity included in
this application. Within this attachment establish a baseline date against which future progress can be measured.

e Describe your future plans for enhancing the environment with respect to the same facilities/activities.

Tier 2 Applicants:

e Provide information demonstrating your record of superior environmental performance. Within this attachment
establish a baseline date against which future progress can be measured.

o Describe the measures you propose to take to maintain and improve your superior environmental performance.

a. bHave you lmplémented én EMS that is certlfled to the ISO 14001 standard? Y&es&” \No . (c)fcie one)
b. Have you implemented an EMS that is functionally equivalent to ISO 140017? Yes (circle one)

If you circled “No” for both questions, you are not eligible for Tier 2. Please proceed to Section VI only if you are
applying for Tier 1.

If you circled “Yes” for either question, please provide a copy of the following documents labeled as Attachment 3:
» Proof of ISO 14001 certification OR functional equivalence (refer to Application Instructions for details)

» Environmental policy statement and scope statement

¢ Documented objectives and targets for the covered facilities/activities




State of Wisconsin Green Tier Application

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 7921, Madison WI 53707-7921 . o Form 4800-022 (Rev. 3/06)
http://greentier.wi.gov Page 2 of 2

Please provide in a separate document labeled Attachment 4 a list of stakeholders whom you know or expect will have a
strong interest in your Green Tier application, as well as contact information for those stakeholders. This information will
help DNR expedite the processing of your application. Tier 2 applicants must provide additional information about
stakeholder involvement in a Letter of Intent. Refer to Application Instructions for details.

:Pleavs»e ’revievl/ lhe Eﬁforcement Record requirements described in the Application Instructions very carefully, and then
check the appropriate box: .

All enforcement record requirements relevant to this application are satisfied.

D All enforcement record requrrements relevant to this application are not currently satrsﬁed A waiver of the
enforcement record requirements is requested.

If a waiver is requested, please provide information describing any requirements not met and a Justlflcatlon for the waiver
request on a separate page labeled Attachment 5. Note that waivers will be granted only in exceptlonal circumstances.

I commit with my signature to the following statements and certify that all information provided in this
application is true and correct under penalty of law:

a. Implement, within one year of the date of this application, an EMS for each covered facility or activity that is certified to

the ISO 14001 standard or is functionally equrvalent to 1ISO 14001 as determined by DNR.

b. Conduct annual EMS audits, with every 3™ EMS audit performed by a DNR-approved outside environmental auditor.
¢. Submit to DNR an annual report on each EMS audit that is in compliance with s. 299.83(6m)(a), Wis. Stats.

d. Submit to DNR an annual report on progress towards meeting objectives related to improved environmental
performance for aspects regulated under chs. 29 to 31, 160, or 280 to 299, Wis. Stats., unregulated environmental

aspects, or voluntary actions to restor nhance, or preserve natural resources.

Apphtant Signatur Date Slgned
" %y//( %\ % eovs

I commit with my signature to the following statements and certify that all information provided in this
application is true and correct under penalty of law:

a. Conduct annual EMS audits performed by a DNR-approved outside environmental auditor.
b. Conduct or have another person conduct an annual audit of compliance with environmental requirements that are

applicable to the facilities and activities covered under Green Tier.
c. Submit to DNR an annual report on each EMS audit that is in compliance with s. 299.83(6m)(a), Wis. Stats.
d. Submitto DNR an annual report on each compliance audit that is in compliance with s. 299.83(6m)(a), Wis. Stats.

Applicant Signature Date Signed




Attachment 2 — Environmental Performance

The La Crosse County Solid Waste Department defines its environmental performance based on the
department’s impact on air, water, land, flora and fauna. The Solid Waste Department is choosing to measure
its environmental performance based on these impacts and is proposing a baseline date of January 1, 2009.
Additionally the Solid Waste Department will measure its compliance with environmental and safety regulations.
The baseline date corresponds with a change in leadership for the department and is a logical starting point.

Following is a list baseline environmental indicators that the La Crosse County Solid Waste Department has
developed or is in the process of developing.

La Crosse County Solid Waste Department Baseline Environmental Indicators
Air Emissions:

e Landfill gas production

e Landfill gas leakage

e Greenhouse gas emissions

e Particulate emissions

e QOdors
Leachate:
e Volume

e Contaminates

e Waste accepted
e Waste beneficially diverted
e Hazardous waste collected at HHM

Landfill ground cover:
e Area covered
e Type of cover
e Maintenance and improvements

e Types
e Numbers
e Number and species planted
Fauna:
e Types
e Numbers
Issues of non-conformance or non-compliance:
e Type
e Severity
e Number



Accidental releases to the environment:

o Type
e Severity
e Number

Energy use and generation:

e Electricity used

e Natural gas used

e Gas recovered for energy production
Operation:

e Air space utilization

e Daily and interim cover

e Overall aesthetics

Following a thorough analysis of environmental aspects and impacts this list may be revised.

Environmental Improvement Projects

La Crosse County Solid Waste Department has engaged in environmental improvement projects that go beyond

compliance and have a positive impact on the facilities environmental performance.

Waste Segregation and Diversion

e In 2009, nearly 99,000 tons of the following wastes were separated from the waste stream and

beneficially reused:

Material Recovered

Re-use Opportunity

Municipal Waste (residential to Xcel)

Energy (Waste to Energy)

Wood Waste

Energy (Supplemental fuel Waste to Energy)

Recycled Asphalt Shingles

Road base and road construction

Aggregate — Concrete/Asphalt

Road base and road construction

Yard Waste Mulch, compost
Tires Recycled
Ferrous Metals Recycled
Scrap Metals Recycled

e Approximately 73,000 tons of refuse are converted to energy each year at the French Island waste to

energy plant.

Household Hazardous Materials Program

e Collects nearly 500,000 pounds of waste each year, diverting hazardous waste from the landfill and

reclaiming hundreds of tons of valuable materials for reuse.

e Provides service to approximately 5,000 household annually.




Provides cost effective disposal service to over 500 businesses each year. Many of these are small
businesses with few other options for proper disposal of their wastes.
Expanded service to collect electronic waste in conjunction with the Wisconsin DNR’s E-Cycle Wisconsin

program.

Landfill Gas

La Crosse County and Gundersen Lutheran Hospital have reached an agreement on a project that will
use the landfill gas that is currently being flared off to meet nearly all the energy needs for Gundersen
Lutheran’s Onalaska campus

Approximately 300 cubic feet of waste landfill gas now will be piped to Gundersen Lutheran’s Onalaska
campus. There it will be put through an engine that will use the gas to create electricity and the waste
heat from the process will be used to heat the clinic and support services building.

Other Environmental Improvement Projects

Developed a Land Use Plan which includes providing a vision for stewardship of this land for a century.
The plan is designed to increase diversity of both flora and fauna and to provide for recreational use of
the property.

Through the special waste program, street sweepings, foundry sand and other suitable wastes are
accepted and used as alternate daily cover; saving soil resources and landfill air space.

Planted ground cover over all open areas of the site to decrease erosion and particulate emissions.
Developed and strictly adheres to a Phasing Plan for the landfill site.

Future Plans

Develop and implement a comprehensive Environmental Management System that will identify the
significant environmental aspects and impacts of the site and provide a framework for setting
environmental objectives and targets for future performance.

Develop environmental performance indicators to measure the department’s impact on air, water, land,
flora and fauna.

Update and improve operational procedures in line with the environmental objectives of the
department and the La Crosse County Sustainability Plan. This plan is available at:
http://www.sustainablelacrosse.com/PDF/Final%20Joint%20Plan%2005-14-09.pdf



	Commitment outline
	Acceptance letter
	Applicatrion
	Attachment 2




