
Land Use in the Central Sands
Land Clearing

Cut-over areas shift to farms, jack pines, 
oak barrens. Clearing increases erosion. 

Timber industry is a market for farm 
products, provides winter jobs for farmers. 

Post-Clearing
Swaths of drained peatland burn. 

Blowouts, active sand dunes. 
Some formerly farmed land is 

abandoned. 

Irrigation
Rapid expansion of center 
pivot irrigation in Central 
Sands counties. Plainfield 

area irrigated by 1967.

Water Studies
Widespread irrigation raises 

concerns about impacts to surface 
water. Research to define effects 

on streams, lakes.

Native Land Use
Indigenous Peoples use land 
for game and agriculture. 

Settlement
Wheat and dairy farming. 

Soil fertility decreases 
rapidly on newly plowed 

lands.

Ditching I
Marshes in Adams, 

Portage, Wood 
Counties drained for 

cropland. Soil fertility 
is short-lived.

Ditching II
Old ditches 

deepened; new 
ditches dredged.

Management
Erosion control, drainage 
ditches dammed (former 

farmland to wildlife areas, 
cranberries), >3000 miles 
shelterbelt trees planted.

Recreation
Increased seasonal 

recreational land use 
(waterfront and 

farmstead).
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