
Wisconsin and Great Lakes Compact requirements specified for a diversion approval 

Application Type 
Straddling 
Community 

Straddling 
County 

Application must be from a public water supply system Yes Yes 
Diversion for public water supply purposes Yes Yes 
All water returned less an allowance for consumptive use Yes Yes 
The water will be treated to meet applicable permit requirements and to prevent the 
introduction of invasive species to the Great Lakes Basin. 

Yes Yes 

Maximizes Great Lakes water returned to Great Lakes Basin and minimizes out of basin water 
returned 

Yes Yes 

Requires a water conservation plan Yes Yes 
Requires a water supply service area plan Yes 

(see footnote 1) 
Yes 

Proposal meets Great Lakes Compact exception standard No 
(see footnote 2) 

Yes 

Community without adequate supply of potable water No Yes 
No reasonable water supply alternative including water conservation No Yes 
The proposal will not endanger the integrity of the Great Lakes Basin and will have no 
significant adverse impacts on the Great Lakes 

No Yes 

The proposal undergoes regional review No 
(see footnote 3) 

Yes 

DNR conducts and publishes a formal technical review No 
(see footnote 4) 

Yes 

The proposal requires approval by the Great Lakes Compact Council No Yes 
Footnotes 

1. Unless the proposal is to provide water to a straddling community that includes an electronics and information technology 
manufacturing zone. 

2. Unless the diversion requires a new or increased withdrawal of Great Lakes water. 
3. Unless the diversion requires a new or increased withdrawal of Great Lakes water and the diversion will result in a consumptive use 

averaging 5 million gallons a day or more in any 90 day period. 
4. Unless proposal requires regional review. 


