
PFAS External Advisory Group 
February 18, 2022



Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

• Wisconsin Paper Council: Perspectives on PFAS

• Municipal Drinking Water Sampling

• Wisconsin Firefighting Foam

Break 

• DNR and Federal PFAS updates 

• EAG Member Open Forum 

• Public Comment 



Welcome 



Roll Call 
External Advisory Group Members 

Jason Culotta, Midwest Food Products 

Association

George Klaetsch, Wisconsin State Fire Chiefs 

Association 

Doug Oitzinger, Marinette Citizen

Brian Grefe, Wisconsin Airport Managers 

Association

Lawrie Kobza, Municipal Environmental 

Group – Water Division  

Laura Olah, Citizens for Safe Water 

Around Badger

Joe Grande, American Water Works 

Association – Wisconsin Section and Madison 

Water Utility

Scott Laeser, Clean Wisconsin John Osborne, GZA GeoEnvironmental, 

Inc. 

Chris Groh, Wisconsin Rural Water Association Rob Lee, Midwest Environmental Advocates John Robinson, Wisconsin’s Green Fire

Toni Herkert, League of Municipalities Scott Manley, Wisconsin Manufacturers and 

Commerce

Pat Stevens, Wisconsin Paper Council

David Johnson, North Shore Environmental 

Construction, Inc.

Sharon Mertens, Milwaukee Metropolitan 

Sewerage District

Mark Thimke, Foley & Lardner LLP

Meleesa Johnson, Marathon County Solid 

Waste Department and Wisconsin Solid Waste 

PFAS Group

Lynn Morgan, Waste Management Ned Witte, Godfrey & Kahn S.C.

Paul Kent, Stafford Rosenbaum LLP



PFAS Perspectives
Patrick Stevens

Vice President, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs
General Counsel



WI DNR PFAS Actions
February 18, 2022

Kyle Burton, Field Operations Director
Bureau Drinking Water and Groundwater



Statewide Municipal PFAS Sampling

• WI DNR is offering PFAS sampling to ALL

municipal systems statewide 

• Participation in the project is voluntary

and sampling will be cost free for systems

• Systems can express interest by emailing 

DNRDGPFASSAMPLING@Wisconsin.Gov

mailto:DNRDGPFASSAMPLING@Wisconsin.Gov


Statewide Municipal PFAS Sampling

• DNR to partner with WI Department of Health 

Services (DHS) and WI State Lab of Hygiene (WSLH)

• Training and support for systems participating in the 

program

• DNR will work closely with impacted systems to 

leverage all resources available to protect health of 

customers and address impacts.



Statewide Municipal PFAS Sampling

• Funding Available as well as support from DNR, 

DHS, WSLH

• Proactively assess impacts and protect public 

health

• Infrastructure bill funding for addressing PFAS will 

be available

• UCMR5 and proposed DNR rules



Statewide Municipal PFAS Sampling

• February 8, 2022 Governor Evers announces funding 

for voluntary sampling project

• February 2022 DNR will reach out directly to systems 

with more information

• March 2022 virtual informational meeting for all 

interested systems

• March/April 2022 sampling begins



Questions?

Kyle Burton
Field Operations Director – Bureau of 
Drinking Water and Groundwater 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Phone: (920)-360-2112
Kyle.Burton@Wisconsin.Gov

mailto:Kyle.Burton@Wisconsin.Gov


Jason Lowery, DNR

Firefighting Foam 



Ongoing Firefighting Foam Efforts
• NR 159 (WA-07-20) Firefighting 

Foam Rule
• Great Lakes PFAS Task Force –

Fluorine-Free Foam Resources 
Team

• Best Management Practices 
• Foam Collection & Disposal - $1M

https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/v8nmplvuon/EM-001.pdf?t.download=true


Collection and Disposal Program



BREAK
Resume at 12.45pm



DNR Updates



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-11/e-ow-bid-fact-sheet-final.508.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-11/e-ow-bid-fact-sheet-final.508.pdf


Open Forum
External Advisory Group Members 



Wrap-up and Next Steps



Public Comment
▪ Submit questions or comments via the chat function in Zoom 

(please indicate if you’d like to read aloud)

OR

▪ “Raise Hand” and you’ll be unmuted to provide your comment

• We will attempt to address comments and requests to speak in the 
order that they are received

• Please keep comments to 3 minutes



Mimi Johnson
MelanieL.Johnson@Wisconsin.gov

Jason Lowery
Jason.Lowery@Wisconsin.gov

Meaghan Cibarich
MeaghanE.Cibarich@Wisconsin.gov

mailto:MelanieL.Johnson@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:Jason.Lowery@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:MeaghanE.Cibarich@Wisconsin.gov

