
Applicant Actions DNR Actions

Prepare your permit application in the ePermitting 
system

Submit your application

Pay your fee - $75 base, $50 per acre of control

Send a paper or electronic copy of your permit to all 
riparian owners within 7 days. Application posted for 14 day public notice on DNR 

webpage

If control will be large scale, which is over 50% of 
the plant community, make sure you have your 

approved aquatic plant control plan and the 
pre-control point intercept survey data ready with 

the permit application.

Is your waterbody a lake over 2,000 acres in size or a 
river and conducting small scale control?

Yes

You may propose a 
shortened list of riparian 
owners that will be 
impacted by the control 
prior to submitting a 
permit application.  Send 
the list to the APM 
Coordinator for their 
review before finishing a 
permit application.

DNR 
will review 

and consider the 
proposed riparian list 

considering riparian owner's 
rights and natural 

resource 
interests.  

Text

What is the Permit Process for 
Mechanical Control on Waters Greater 

than 10 acres in Size?



Applicant Actions DNR Actions

DNR reviews your 
application for completeness correct 

information

Review Timelines

- 45 days for permits in the Ceded Territory, or 

wild rice waters.

- 30 days for permits with large scale effects.

- 21 days for all other permits.

Supply the missing/incorrect information within 14 days.

DNR 
reviews and denies 

or approves your permit.  Permits 
are approved for 5 

years

Permit holder posts two signs at all public access points 
with a link to the permit and plan, a control map, and 

estimated control dates.  Mechanical harvesting 
operations can give general control date 

range/description.  This should be done a minimum of 7 
days before control starts for the year.  

Permit holders may write to request an amendment to the 

approved permit for:

- The company managing the control

- The individual conducting the control

- The control area (if the area is within the scope of the 

approved plan)

- The disposal site for removed aquatic plants

- The finalized monitoring data

- The trade name of the herbicide

DNR reviews 
and approves/denies your 

request to amend the 
permit.

DNR may 
supervise the control 

event(s)



Applicant Actions DNR Actions

If the DNR requests a supervision on the permit cover letter, 

notify them 4 business days in advance of the first control.

DNR may 
supervise the control 

event(s)

Permit holder conducts mechanical control, then submits an 

annual control report at the end of the control season.

Years 2-5

- Pay fee (1/2 first year)

- Post public access points

- Submit annual control report

Apply for a mechanical control plan and permit again in year 

6.

Permits Expire October 15th in each year the permit issued 

for.  Restart the next growing season.
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