
WDNR Trout Management Program:
A Brief Background







Brook Trout

Brown Trout











Class I
5,365 mi
40%

Class II
6,120 mi
46%

Class III
1,786 mi
14%



Trout stream surveys
Stream shocker or backpack
15 June - 15 September
All species collected
CPE, IBI, trout size structure, 
qualitative habitat



Brown Trout Density
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Brook and brown trout (≥ 6 in) indices of abundance



How Wisconsin manages trout
Habitat
Stream habitat protection, restoration, rehabilitation
Land use & watershed management
Beaver control

Stocking
Trout stocking guidance 
F1 vs. F2 vs. Fn

Regulations
New trout fishing regulations in 2016
Trout angler survey data



Trout Stream Habitat Management

Trout stamp funds for trout stream
habitat restoration and rehabilitation

Since 1978 raised about $25 million 
and restored over 700 miles of trout 
stream habitat

Currently $1.2 million and 25 miles 
of stream habitat work per year



Trout Stream Habitat Management

FY 2011-2016 Habitat Projects
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Beaver Control



How Wisconsin manages trout
Stocking
Trout stocking guidance 
F1 vs. F2 vs. Fn





Brown Trout StockingBrook Trout Stocking
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“…survival rates 2-4 times 
greater for stocked trout of 
wild versus domestic 
parentage…”



How Wisconsin manages trout
Regulations
New trout fishing regulations in 2016
Trout angler survey data



Trout Angler Surveys

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/outreach/TroutRegReview.html



Trout regulations 1990-2015

Trout regulations 2016-





Brook Trout Genetics
Brook trout genetics data
Will be used to update

- Definitions of genetic 
stock boundaries

- Guidance on broodstock
collection and hatchery
propagation practices

- Guidance on stocking
practices
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