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Notice Soliciting Comments Regarding an Economic Impact Analysis 

Subject: Economic impact analysis on proposed rules revising Wisconsin's water quality criteria for pathogens 
(specifically bacteria) to protect recreation, and related permit implementation procedures 
Notice Date: July 24, 2018 
Comment Period: July 24-August 7, 2018 

The Department of Natural Resources is in the process of preparing an economic impact analysis (EIA) for 
proposed rules relating to revisions to chapters NR102, NR 104, NR 219 and other related permit program 
regulations (NR 210) for the purpose of updating Wisconsin's water quality criteria for bacteria to protect 
recreation; and updating related Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) permit 
implementation procedures for the revised water quality standards to be consistent with EPA's recreational water 
quality criteria (WY-17-15). A preliminaiy draft of the EIA and a draft of the rule order are available for 
download as a clickable link by going to the following site: http://dnr.wi.gov and searching for the keywords 
"Administrative Rules." 

If you are not able to access or download the infonnation, please send an email to the following address: 
Kristi.minahan@wisconsin.gov 

Pursuant to s. 227.137, Wis. Stats., the department is required to solicit comments on the economic impact of 
proposed rule WY-17-15 and, if requested, to coordinate with local governments in the preparation of the EIA. 
Notice is hereby given that the Depaitment of Natural Resources will accept written comments on the EIA until 
August 7, 2018. Comments may be submitted electronically to: Kristi.minahan@wisconsin.gov or may be 
mailed to: Kristi Minahan, Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. 

Any local governmental unit that is affected by the rule may also request to coordinate with the depaitment on 
preparation of the EIA. If a local governmental unit wishes to coordinate with the department on preparation of 
the EIA, the governmental unit must notify the department of its request to coordinate at the time comments on 
the EIA are submitted. The department will then contact all local governmental units requesting an opportunity to 
coordinate and incorporate their comments into the EIA to the extent feasible. 

Pursuant to Executive Order# 50 (2011) ands. 227.137, Wis. Stats., the department must include the information 
listed below in an EIA. To review all of the information that must be included in an EIA, you may refer to the 
Executive Order and statutory provisions. When submitting comments, please provide specific information in 
these areas and include any supp01ting economic data, studies or rep01ts. Please do NOT submit comments on 
revisions to the rule language at this time. The depaitment is soliciting information on the following from you and 
others: 

Would you, your business, your association, or your local unit of government be affected in a 
material economic way by the updates to Wisconsin's water quality criteria for bacteria and related 
WPDES implementation procedures? 

Additionally, the department is seeking comments on the following from people who indicate they will be 
affected economically: 

1. Any implementation or compliance costs that are reasonably expected to be incurred. 
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2. Actual quantifiable benefits of the proposed mle. 
3. Whether the proposed rule would adversely affect in a material way the economy, a sector of the 

economy, productivity, jobs, or the overall economic competitiveness of the state. 
4. Economic impacts of specific alternatives to the proposed rule. 
5. Whether the proposed rule will have an economic impact (savings or increased costs) on public 

utilities or their ratepayers. 

If you are a small business as defined ins. 227.114(1), Wis. Stats., please identify yourself as a small business in 
your comments. Small business means a business entity, including its affiliates, which is independently owned 
and operated and not dominant in its field, and which employs 25 or fewer full-time employees or which has 
gross annual sales of less than $5,000,000. 
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Please refer toss. 227.19(3)(e)3. and 4. Wis. Stats. for fu1ther information when you are preparing your comments 
as a small business. Following the public comment period for the EIA, a revised "Fiscal Analysis and Economic 
Impact Analysis" will be prepared containing relevant information that the department receives. Once the EIA 
process is completed, the department will submit the rule package and economic impact analysis to the Wisconsin 
Legislative Council under s. 227.15, Wis. Stats., and hearings on the proposed rule will be held by the department 
after proper notice in accordance with ss. 227.17 and 227.18, Wis. Stats. If the EIA indicates that the proposed 
rule is reasonably expected to have a total impact of $20,000,000 in implementation and compliance costs, the 
department shall submit the rule to the Department of Administration in accordance withs. 227.137(6), Wis. 
Stats. 

NOTE: Chapter 227 of the statutes may be found at the following web site: 
https :// docs.legis. wisconsin. gov /statutes/statutes/22 7 .pdf. 

Further inf01mation on the process for enacting rules is contained in Executive Order #50 signed by Governor 
Walker on November 2, 2011 (available at 
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/executive orders/2011 scott walker/2011-50). 


