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to: concentration of polluting substances in groundwater 

Rule Type: Permanent 
------------------------------

1. Finding/nature of emergency (Emergency Rule only):

The rule will be proposed as a permanent rule. 

2. Detailed description of the objective of the proposed rule:

The objective of the proposed rule is to set numerical standards for consistent use in state 
regulatory programs to minimize the concentration of polluting substances in groundwater [ss. 
160.001 and 160.07(5), Stats.]. 

Amendments are being proposed to ch. NR 140, Wis. Adm. Code, Groundwater Quality, to 
establish new state groundwater quality standards for substances detected in, or having a 
reasonable probability of entering, the groundwater resources of the state, provided sufficient 
scientifically valid technical information exists to allow the Department of Health Services 
(DHS) to develop recommendations for standards. 

Amendments are also being proposed to ch. NR 140, Wis. Adm. Code, to revise existing state 
groundwater quality standards in cases where established federal numbers or health based 
reference doses for substances have changed, or where significant technical information, not 
considered when federal numbers or reference doses were established, justifies revision. 

Additional rule changes may be considered to accomplish the objectives described in this scope 
statement. Additionally, errors and omissions in Appendix I to Table 1 (Public Health 
Groundwater Quality Standard) and clarification of definitions and terms will be addressed, and 
the frequency of submissions of substances to DNR from regulatory agencies. 

3. Description of the existing policies relevant to the rule, new policies proposed to be

included in the rule, and an analysis of policy alternatives:

Chapter NR 140, Wis. Adm. Code, establishes numeric groundwater quality standards for 
substances of public health and welfare concern and creates a framework for implementation of 
those standards. The numerical standards, upon adoption, become the criteria for the protection 
of public health and welfare, to be achieved in groundwater regulatory programs concerning the 
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