
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

 

The compliance of a well casing height depends on where it is located and 
when it was installed. Wells located in driveway ramps, pits, alcoves, 
pumphouses and basements can have different casing height requirements than 
wells installed outside or in a floodplain. The flow chart attached to this fact sheet 
provides a summary of the important installation date and location considerations 
for well casing height compliance. 

SOME IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT WELL CASING HEIGHTS: 

• INDOOR LOCATIONS- Wells installed in basements on or before April 10th

1953 or walkout basements or pits and alcoves require a 6 inch minimum
casing height.

• PITS OR WALKOUT BASEMENTS– Wells installed in pits built after April 10th 1953 or
in a walkout basement after February 1, 1991 require a 12 inch minimum casing height. (Pits installed after April
10th, 1953 must meet the construction requirements of s. NR 812.36(2) and require plan approval by DNR prior
to construction).

• OUTDOORS – Wells installed outdoors on or after February 1, 1991 require a 12 inch minimum casing height.
Wells installed outdoors before February 1, 1991 require an 8 inch minimum casing height.

• FLOODPLAINS – The minimum casing height for a well installed in a floodplain is 24 inches above the floodplain
elevation if installed on or after October 1, 1975 and 8 inches if installed prior.

• DRIVEWAY RAMPS – Wells installed in driveway ramps require a minimum of 4 inches of casing height above
the original grade of the driveway, parking lot or sidewalk. Driveway ramps cannot be installed in a floodplain.

• ABOVE GROUND PUMPHOUSES – The poured concrete floor of an above ground pumphouse must be 4 inches
above the surrounding grade. The well casing must be a minimum of 12 inches above the concrete floor level.

The casing height of a well is measured from the uppermost edge of the well casing excluding the well cap. It is 
measured parallel to the well casing direction directed downward from the uppermost casing edge to the closest ground 
or other surface (concrete slab or other flooring material) immediately surrounding the wellhead.  

Landscaping activities can change measured casing heights. Raising or lowering the grade or adding raised bed flower 
boxes or other grading or flooring modifications done near the wellhead can create non-compliant well casing heights. 
Gardening or other activities that may introduce nitrate fertilizers or weed killers to the ground surface near your well 
head is not recommended. 

When a home is constructed over an existing pit or alcove, the well is regulated as a basement well (PUB-DG-086 2017). 
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This fact sheet and flow chart do not replace or supersede specific code language about casing heights which is found in ss. 
NR 812.29(1), 812.29(5), 812.36(2)(e),  812.36(3)(b)3., 812.40(1), 812.42(2)(d), 812.42(7) Wis. Adm. Code. See the 
disclaimer language at the bottom of the flow chart on the next page. 

DOES A WELL CASING 
HEIGHT COMPLY WITH  
ch. NR 812 Wis. Adm. Code? 
Please check the flowchart on 
the back of this page. 
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This document is intended solely as guidance and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are referenced. Any regulatory decisions 
made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this guidance will be made by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services, and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan.If you have any questions, please write to 
Equal Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

 This publication is available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audiotape, etc.) upon request. Please call 608-266-1054 for more information. 
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