
State of Wisconsin
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 2, 2011

TO: Wisconsin Healthcare Providers

FROM: Edward Lynch, PE, Chief
Hazardous Waste and Mining Section Chief,
Waste and Materials Management Program,
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

SUBJECT: U.S. EPA Guidance on Containers that Once Held P-listed Pharmaceuticals

Attached is a copy of the November 4, 2011 EPA memo that provides an interpretation of the regulatory
status of containers that once held P-listed pharmaceuticals. The memo primarily addresses pill bottles
and other containers that had held warfarin at concentrations of greater than 0.3% (P001), packaging for
unused nicotine gum and patches (P075), and emptied ampoules of physostigmine (P024).

In discussing the applicable regulation of these wastes, EPA emphasizes that only the residue in a non-
RCRA empty container is considered P-listed hazardous waste, not the container itself. Accordingly, if a
facility conservatively assumes 1 mg of residue in each 100-count pill bottle, they could generate up to
one million bottles per month (where all of the pills had been dispensed) and would not exceed 1 kg. of
acute waste residue. The facility’s generator status would not change unless they also generate a total of
more than 1 kg. of other P-listed wastes in their facility per month.

The DNR concurs with the interpretation, with one important clarification: under Wisconsin’s
hazardous waste regulations all generators, including very small quantity generators, are required
to properly dispose of the emptied P-listed containers as hazardous waste. These containers cannot
be managed as a solid waste.

Finally, the WDNR does not consider empty paper cups used by healthcare facilities to deliver P-listed
pharmaceuticals to individual patients to be regulated as hazardous waste. We believe the trace residues
remaining in the paper cups would not subject these items to regulation under the hazardous waste rules
[see specifically, s. NR 661.07(2)(c), Wis. Adm. Code].














