
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa1004.pdf

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/600/673.pdf

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waste/Hazardous.html
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If not managed as universal waste, used 
mercury-containing equipment must be managed 
as hazardous waste.

Mercury-containing equipment that can be managed as
universal waste includes: thermostats, barometers, 
mercury switches, old silver-mercury thermometers and 
certain medical equipment.

Broken mercury devices should be placed in closed, leak-proof, non-metal containers 
and handled as hazardous waste.

refer to NR 673 Wisconsin administrative code for details.

Go to dnr.wi.gov, search “universal waste” and �nd DNR publication 
WA-1004 Management of Mercury Containing-Equipment for more information.

Label

Date

Remove

All containers must be correctly labeled as “Used Mercury-Containing 
Equipment” or “Waste Mercury-Containing Equipment.”

Containers must be labeled with the date when the  �rst 
mercury-containing equipment was placed in the container.

Mercury-containing equipment must be removed from the facility for 
recycling within one year of the date on the container.

containerize and Keep Closed
All waste mercury devices must be kept in closed, non-metal containers that 
will not leak or spill under normal conditions. 

Employees who handle universal waste require training, and the training should 
be documented.

Train

How to handle...



http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waste/Hazardous.html

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa356.pdf

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa1004.pdf

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa195.pdf

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/wa/wa742.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa1736.pdf

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waste/Hazardous.html

This document is intended solely as guidance and does not include mandatory requirements except where requirements found in  statute or administrative rule are referenced. This guidance does 
not establish or a�ect legal rights or obligations and is not �nally determinative of any of the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with 
the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any manner addressed by this guidance will be made by 
applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services 
and functions under an A�rmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Employment O�ce, Department of Interior, Washington D.C. 20240. This document is 
available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Please call 608-266-2111 for more information.

Universal Waste Guidance and Reference Documents

Collector Best Management Practices: Universal Waste and Used Oil (WA-1736)
Management of Universal Wastes in Wisconsin (WA-742)
Lamp and Bulb Management (WA-195)
Managing Used Antifreeze (WA-356)
Management of Mercury Containing Equipment (WA-1004)

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Waste and Materials Management
P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707 * (608) 266-2111
DNRWasteMaterials@wisconsin.gov
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For more information on this subject, including other publications, sta� contacts and administrative codes
and statutes, search Universal Waste at dnr.wi.gov or call your DNR regional o�ce and ask for your hazardous
waste specialist.

dnr.wi.gov, search “universal waste”
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