Protect Yourself,
Protect Your Community

Safe Options for Household Sharps Disposal

*Put needles and lancets in
the trash *Package needles and

*Put needles and lancets in lancets safely
recycling containers -Dispose of needles

*Take needles and lancets to and lancets using
medication collections one of the options

*Flush needles and lancets listed in this brochure
down the toilet

What are the dangers of used sharps?

Used needles and lancets can stick waste
disposal workers when they are thrown away
in the trash or recycling, brought to medication
collections, or flushed down the toilet. Chil-
dren, adults and even pets are also at risk for
needle-stick injuries when sharps are disposed
of improperly at home or in public settings.

Anyone accidentally stuck with a needle must get expensive medical testing
and worry about the possibility of diseases such as Hepatitis or HIV. However,
needle-stick injuries are a preventable health risk. Package and dispose of sharps
safely to avoid exposing yourself and others to harm.



Package needles and lancets safely:

Recap your own discarded sharps or clip the needle
points. Even though workers in hospitals and other
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healthcare facilities are not allowed to recap others’

needles, you can recap your own. Individuals who
administer their own medications are not at risk from their
own needles.

Put the sharps in a rigid, puncture-resistant container
with a secure lid or cap. Acceptable containers

include sharps containers you can buy or heavy plastic
laundry detergent or bleach bottles with screw caps.
Unacceptable containers include coffee cans, plastic milk
jugs, plastic bags, pop cans or soda bottles. Note: Do not
add bleach to the container. Bleach may not completely
disinfect needles, and it could spill and injure you or
waste handlers.

Clearly label the sharps container with the words "bio-
hazard," "infectious waste" or "sharps.” It's also a good
idea to label detergent or bleach bottles with the words
"Do not recycle" so that they are not accidentally included
with recyclables.

When the container is full, seal it, store it out of reach
of children and dispose of it safely with one of the
options listed on the next page.Take the container to
@ 7 aregistered sharps collection station or find another
‘ disposal option if a facility is not available in your
area.DO NOT put the container out with the
trash or recyclables,and do not take it to a
medication collection unless that site is also a

registered sharps collection station.



Write your local disposal options here:




The law in Wisconsin on
proper disposal of medical sharps

Sharps must be treated before they

are disposed of in a landfill. Approved
treatment methods are incineration at

a licensed medical waste incinerator or
other methods that render the sharps non-
infectious, broken, and unable to be reused.
Separate disposal of medical sharps, whether
used or unused, has been required in Wisconsin
since 1994. Other infectious waste generated at home
may be bagged and put out with the regular trash.

For more information on managing medical sharps, go to dnr.wi.gov and
search “healthcare waste.”

WISCONSIN“

DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Waste and Materials Management Program
PO Box 7921

Madison, W1 53707

For more information on managing medical sharps, contact DNRWasteMaterials@Wisconsin.gov or
608-266-2111.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment,
programs, services, and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, please
write to Equal Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

This publication is available in alternative format upon request. Please call 608-266-2111 for more
information.
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