
Wisconsin DNR vapor intrusion quick facts

Why Test for Vapor Intrusion?

Vapor intrusion is likely an unfamiliar term to you, 
and hearing that your property should be tested for 
possible chemical vapor intrusion may cause you some 
concern. That is understandable, and this information 
sheet is designed to answer basic questions many 
people have. Please refer to DNR PUB-RR-892, “What 
is Vapor Intrusion?” for a summary discussion of the 
term “vapor intrusion.” 

Most cases of vapor intrusion will pose no immediate 
threat to your health and safety. However, when other 
neighborhood properties are contaminated, it is wise to 
get your home or building tested to determine if there is 
any cause for concern. If potentially harmful chemical 
vapors are detected inside your home or building, the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), working in 
collaboration with other health and environmental 
professionals, will help you come up with a solution to 
protect you and your family.

Please consider the following factors when deciding 
whether to allow access for sampling:
    
Peace of mind   
If there’s a chance that chemical vapor or soil gas 
is seeping into your home or business, testing can 
determine whether it really is and to what extent. If 
testing reveals a problem, then steps can be taken to 
resolve it, making the indoor air you breathe safer 
for you and your family. Like radon gas, vapors from 
nearby soil or groundwater contamination can be 
diverted from beneath your home or office building 
and safely expelled into the outdoors, thus improving 
air quality inside your home or building.  
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The goal of sampling a residence 
or business is to eliminate 
as many of the unknowns as 
possible and safely address any 
concerns.

Who pays for testing?   
You didn’t cause this problem, so you don’t have to 
pay for testing just as long as you allow reasonable and 
timely access to have testing done. The cost of sampling 
at potentially impacted residences or workplaces, like 
yours, is covered by the responsible party (the person 
or business legally obligated to investigate and clean 
up the contamination). In some cases, it’s paid for 
directly by DNR, the Department of Health Services 
(DHS), or some other agency. Vapor sampling will be 
performed by a professional, and samples will be sent 
to a specialized lab for analysis.  

Trained professionals and experts 
oversee the process   
Multiple state and local agencies often work together 
to determine if vapor intrusion is a potential health 
risk in an area. The DNR, DHS, local health officials, 
the responsible party and environmental consultants 
are working together to ensure that quality samples are 
taken and that all results are given extensive review. 
It is important to gather the information in order to 
adequately understand if or where there may be a risk 
of vapor intrusion in your neighborhood.



A simple, cost effective solution exists  
If vapor intrusion is a problem in a house or building, 
it can generally be solved by installing a vapor 
mitigation system. These sub-slab depressurizing 
systems are similar to those used to eliminate radon 
gas underneath homes, and have been used for years 
in a safe and effective manner. If the source of the 
vapor is tied to a responsible party, they will often pay 
to have a system installed at your home. The annual 
upkeep and operation of a typical system is generally 
less than $100 per year, mostly for electricity. These 
annual costs are typically the responsibility of the 
homeowner.

How will I know if the vapors have 
been eliminated? 
After a vapor mitigation system is installed, follow-
up testing of indoor air typically takes place three to 
six months later. The systems are usually considered 
permanent fixtures of the building. In cases where 
the source of the vapor is completely eliminated, the 
systems should no longer be needed. 
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If potentially harmful chemical vapor intrusion is 
detected in a home or business, the most common 
solution is to install a sub-slab depressurization 
system. This system captures and redirects soil 
vapors from below the building foundation before 
they enter the indoor air. Vapors are vented outside 
of the building where they disperse into the air and 
are rendered harmless.

Sub-slab depressurization systems also prevent 
radon from entering homes, which is an added health 
benefit in radon-prone areas.

Where can I find more information?

Health and vapor-related information can be found at the Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
(DHS) website at dhs.wisconsin.gov , search “Vapor.” For other health-related questions, please contact 
your local health department: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/localhealth. 

For more DNR information, please visit the DNR’s Remediation and Redevelopment (RR) Program’s Vapor 
Intrusion page at dnr.wi.gov/topic/Brownfields/Vapor.html.

Additional information can be obtained through the DNR field office in your region. To find the correct 
office, visit the RR Program Staff Contacts page at dnr.wi.gov/topic/Brownfields/Contact.html or call the 
RR Program at (608) 266-2111.
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