	
  

fill out the report below if
you would like to:

HOW YOU CAN HELP

wDocument a turtle road-crossing
mortality or non-mortality
wInform the WDNR of any turtle
observations

wReport turtle mortalities and observations
by filling out the form in this brochure

Name________________________________________
E-mail_______________________________________

wHelp turtles cross roads by putting them
on the side they are facing and walking
towards

Phone_______________________________________
Observation date______________________________
Observation
County______________________________________

wDon’t remove turtles from the wild

Location

wIf you buy a turtle, make sure it comes
from a reputable store or breeder and that
it is not wild caught

DESCRIPTION__________________________________
____________________________________________

wDon’t release pet turtles into the wild,
find a new owner instead

Turtle Observation (circle one):
Road Crossing mortality
General Turtle sighting
Turtle nesting location

wSupport turtle habitat protection efforts
such as wetland restorations

Species name or

wDon’t purchase souvenirs made from real
turtles (shells, etc.)

description___________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

wVisit www.wiatri.net/inventory/WIturtles to
learn more about turtles in Wisconsin

____________________________________________
Surrounding

wDonate to the Endangered Resources Fund.

habitat______________________________________

Visit http://dnr.wi.gov/TOPIC/ENDANGEREDRESOURCES/
to find out how.	
  

____________________________________________
____________________________________________

THE

WISCONSIN
TURTLE

GPS (optional)________________________________
Mail to:
Wisconsin turtle conservation program
Bureau of endangered resources
Wisconsin department of natural resources
P.o. Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707-7921

CONSERVATION
	
  

Or send email to: DNRherptiles@wisconsin.gov
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The Wisconsin Turtle Conservation program is a citizen-based monitoring initiative that allows the
public to assist in recording and preserving turtles in Wisconsin. By reporting road crossing
mortalities and other turtle observations, volunteers are not only learning and promoting
awareness, but they are also establishing an effective database to help the WDNR manage and
conserve turtles.

	
  

threats
The international union for conservation
and nature and natural resources (IUCN)
2011 Red List claims 75% of all turtle
species in the world to be threatened,
endangered or critically endangered.
Among the reasons for decline are
collisions with vehicles in highly
fragmented habitat, pollution, habitat
loss and degradation, disease and
overexploitation for use in global food
markets and pet trades.

“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he
finds it attached to the rest of the world” –
John Muir

Road crossings

Program Goals
⇒ Expand knowledge of turtle ranges in WI
⇒ Increase education awareness of turtles in WI
⇒ Locate dangerous road crossings for future
construction of turtle crossing structures
	
  

From late may to early July, female
turtles migrate to upland areas to nest.
In too many instances, they have to cross
roads to lay eggs in suitable habitat and
are often hit by vehicles. In some areas,
road crossing mortality observations by
volunteers are the only way the WDNR can
locate and reestablish a safe crossing
path for turtles.

