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Instructions: Refer to the ranking questions and criteria in the Grant Program Guidance for the Stewardship Local Assistance (LUG), Federal Land and Water Conservation (LWCF) and Federal Recreation Trails (RTP) grant programs. This form may be used to submit the required responses with the application package. Indicate “N/A” for any questions that are not applicable to the project.
Notice: Project selection criteria for these grant programs are developed per Ch. 23, Wis. Stats. NR 51, Wis. Admin. Code, NR 50, Wis. Admin. Code, and provisions of the programs outlined in federal law. Personal information collected on this form will be used for administrative purposes and may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Open Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.].
test
State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
If any discrepancies exist between form 8700-338 and published grant guidelines, the grant guidelines shall take precedence.
test
Section A: All Applicants
All applicants should provide responses to questions in this section. 
Eligibility Criteria
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
1.
COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN:
•         Is the project identified in a Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan that was approved by or which is being developed by the applicant?  If not, is the proposed project identified in a Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan approved by or being developed by another applicable local government?
•         Does the project support a goal identified in a Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan approved by the applicant or another unit of government?
•         Does the project support a goal identified in the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan?
2.
LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN (Acquisition Projects Only): The applicant has a plan for long-term management of the property that preserves and enhances its conservation and/or recreational value.
3.
LEGAL RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT (Development Projects Only): The applicant has the legal right to construct the proposed project and meet post-grant compliance requirements. 
Tie-breaker Questions
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
Tie-breaker Questions (continued)
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
4.
GREEN TIER: The applicant is a Green Tier community.
5.
RAILROAD CORRIDOR: The project will acquire or develop an abandoned rail corridor for outdoor recreation.
6.
ACCESS TO OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES: The proposed projects provides access to other existing developed outdoor recreation facilities, such as campground, fishing pier, local park, etc.
7.
SAFE ACCESS: Users have an existing opportunity for safe and legal parking and access to the project site or the proposed project will significantly improve safe and legal access to the site.
8.
YCC or Service Corp: Have you entered into a contract or service agreement with a State and/or local youth conservation or service corps to perform construction and/or maintenance on your project?
Section A (continued) - Ranking Questions
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
9.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
•         The applicant has or is developing a comprehensive plan for their local jurisdiction (as defined in s. 66.1001 Wis. Stats.) with provisions that support intergovernmental cooperation. (1 pt.)
•         The proposed project is supported by or included in the applicant’s comprehensive plan. (1 pt.)
10.
PLANS OTHER THAN CORP OR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
•         The project is referenced in or supports other applicable plans, such as a local green space plan, integrated resource management plan, riverfront restoration plan, water quality plan, or other applicable plan approved by a governmental unit (including DNR Master Plans or State Trail Plans). (1 pt.)
•         For land acquisition projects, the proposed acquisition would contribute significantly to the overall success of an urban river project or comprehensive riverway or lake management plan. (1 pt.)
11.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION: The project is being developed in close cooperation between two separate governmental entities.
12.
PROJECT COMPLETION AND PREVIOUS GRANTS:
•         Applicant has successfully completed all previous Local Assistance, RTP, or LWCF grants. (1 pt.)
•         Applicant did not receive a Local Assistance, RTP, or LWCF grant in application year 2015-2019 (Fiscal Years 2016-2020). (1 pt.)
Section B: Local Assistance & LWCF eligible projects only
Applicants with projects eligible for Local Assistance or LWCF grant should provide a response to these questions; applicants with projects only eligible for RTP grants should answer “NA” to these questions.
Ranking Questions
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
Ranking Questions
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
13.
ECONOMIC BENEFIT:
•         The project will create opportunities to expand or generate local private-sector outdoor recreation support industries. (1 pt.)
14.
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP:
•         The project is being implemented via a public-private partnership established specifically for the intended project. (1 pt.)
15.
FINANCIAL SUPPORT:
•         Applicant has identified outside funding sources of least 50% of the applicant’s proposed matching funds. (1 pt.)
•         Applicant has an existing agreement with a non-profit, service, or similar organization that decreases the applicant’s costs for ongoing operation and maintenance. (1 pt.)
16.
PROJECT IMPACT:
•         The project is the first of its kind for the applicant. (1 pt.) 
•         The project is adjacent to and supports a recreational resource that draws visitors from statewide. (2 pts.)
•         The project is located within an approved DNR property acquisition boundary or Stream Bank Protection Program acquisition area. (1 pt.) 
17.
NATURAL HERITAGE INVENTORY (NHI):
•         For acquisition projects: Proposed acquisition includes property on the NHI or otherwise formally recognized. (1 pt.)
OR
•         For development projects: Development plans highlight and protect NHI features on the property. (1 pt.)
18.
UNIQUE NATURAL FEATURES:
•         For acquisition projects: The proposed project includes acquisition of land with unique aesthetic/scenic value, natural value, ecological value, unique natural features. (1 pt.)
OR
•         For development projects: The proposed project includes development of recreational opportunities that support unique natural features and/or scenic highways. (1 pt.)
19.
DAM REMOVAL: The project was identified in or supports goals of a DNR-approved dam abandonment plan. (2 pts.)
20.
URBAN POPULATIONS: The project includes acquisition or development of property in a designated urban/urbanized area or property that is located outside of, but which serves a designated urban/urbanized area. (1 pt.)
21.
DIVERSE/SPECIAL POPULATIONS: The project will serve the documented needs of diverse/special populations in urban areas. (1 pt.)
22.
WATER ACCESS: 
•         The project will significantly improve or expand existing water access for water-based outdoor recreation. (1 pt.)
OR
•         The project will provide access to a waterbody that is currently not accessible to the public within the applicant’s jurisdiction. (2 pts.)
23.
BROWNFIELDS: The project involves brownfields redevelopment, as the term is defined in s. 23.09(19)(a)1, Stats. (2 pts.)
24.
NATURE-BASED OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: After acquisition, the public will be able to conduct all five designated nature-based outdoor activities on the project property. (2 pts.)
25.
COMMUNITY GARDENS: The project will provide land for non-commercial gardening activities within or serving residents of urban areas. (1 pt.)
26.
PROJECT CONTINUITY:
•         Applicant has acquired the land for the project without grant assistance. (1 pt.)
•         Applicant has developed some eligible facilities for the project without grant assistance. (1 pt.)
27.
PRODUCTS: Project will use products made in Wisconsin from recycled materials. (1 pt.)
28.
SUSTAINABILITY: Project will use sustainable technology. (1 pt.)
29.
TIMEFRAME: Land can be acquired within one year or development can be completed within two construction seasons. (1 pt.)
30.
APPRAISAL: 
•         The property appraisal is complete. (1 pt.)
•         Applicant has a signed offer-to-purchase or option. (1 pt.)
31.
CONNECTIVITY: The applicant will acquire or develop a segment of a linear corridor that connects open natural areas, city parks, water trails, or similar outdoor recreation amenities or serves as a buffer between outdoor recreation property and land with potential for urban development.
Section C: RTP projects only
Applicants with a project that is eligible for RTP grant should provide a response to questions in Section C. 
All other applicants should answer “NA” to these questions.
Ranking Questions
Applicant Response
DNR Use Only
Ranking Questions
Applicant Response
32.
RTP PROJECT TYPE: 
•         Rehabilitation (8 pts.)  
•         Maintenance (7 pts.) 
•         Development (3 pts.) 
•         Acquisition (1 pt.)
Note: see pg. 13 for RTP Category Definitions for Scoring
33.
YEAR-ROUND USE:  Project includes facilities for year-round use. (1 pt.)
34.
NUMBER OF COMPATIBLE USES: 
•         Motorized Activities = 1 pt if any of the following are allowed on the trail
                  -         ATV/UTVs
                  -         Off-Highway Motorcycles
                  -         Snowmobiles
•         Pedestrian Activities = 1 pt if any of the following are allowed on the trail
                  -         Cross Country Skiing (ungroomed trails)
                  -         Hiking/walking/jogging/running
                  -         Inline skating
                  -         Photography
                  -         Snowshoeing 
                  -         Wildlife Observation/Bird Watching
•         Other Activities = 1 pt if any of the following are allowed on the trail
                  -         Biking
                  -         Canoe/kayak access     
                  -         Cross Country Skiing (groomed)
                  -         Horses
35.
RESOLVES CONFLICTS BETWEEN USERS: Proposed trail project will resolve conflict between historically conflicting trail uses. (2 pts.) 
36.
TRAIL SAFETY: The sponsor has the ability to ensure enforcement and safety for trail users, either directly or through cooperative agreements with non-governmental organizations or other governmental units. (2 pts.)
37.
SAFE TRAIL DESIGN: Proposed project does not cross or use any motorized vehicular roads unless the road is closed for motorized use seasonally or is a maintenance only road. Water trails and trailhead only projects receive the point. (1 pt.)
38.
LOCAL DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT:
•         Project will include donations of labor, materials, and/or equipment from non-governmental entities.  (1 pt.)  
•         Donations comprise 25% or more of the total project cost. (1 pt.) 
39.
DURATION: Trail project is located on public land or on private land where the sponsor holds a land use agreement with a minimum 25-year duration as of the date of application. (2 pts.) 
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