WI R3 Update – MIDSUMMER 2019
Greetings!
We hope the open water season finds you out on it, making smooth casts and memories – although
sometimes the ones that don’t go so smoothly are the most memorable. We are into our second
year of having an integrated R3 team at Wisconsin DNR, and we plan to keep you up to date on
trends in R3 and our collective accomplishments. You’ll hear different voices and perspectives as we
rotate the task of writing this newsletter among the different team members, but we are speaking
with one voice when we say how grateful we are to all of you for your commitment to welcoming
newcomers to the water’s edge, the fields and the forests of Wisconsin.
Some of you may be unfamiliar with R3 as a term or concept, so let’s define it: R3 stands for
“recruitment, retention and reactivation.” In this case, it’s of anglers, hunters and trappers, and
many of you have been doing some aspect of R3 for years. Competition for leisure hours, an aging
population of sportsmen (yes, they’re mostly men) and changing demographics compel us to look at
new strategies to grow the community of anglers, hunters and trappers who will have a vested
interest in our natural resources. We are grateful for all of your efforts in recruiting novices, keeping
them in the fold, and coaxing back those who have drifted away.
At DNR, our R3 team includes R3 coordinators, Outdoor Skills Trainers (OSTs), Hunter Education
Program staff and top-notch support staff who specialize in training people to fish, hunt and trap.
We also train instructors and mentors to take advantage of the multiplier effect. Two of our
members are on contract from partner organizations: Pheasants Forever (PF) and National Wild
Turkey Federation (NWTF). Learn more about the OSTs on page 3 and see our Central Office line up
on the last page.

What We’ve Been Up To

Angler R3 Instructor Manual

Final edits of the Fishing for
Dinner manual are underway;
look for it online this fall.

This year we created a Fishing for Dinner - Angler R3 instructor
training manual and began piloting instructor training workshops
to enable more people to lead Fishing for Dinner classes in their
communities. Draft materials debuted at the Wisconsin Association
for Environmental Education conference held at Treehaven Field
Station in January. It’s not necessarily a one-size fits all approach but
one that is easily adaptable to different audiences as we blend adult
programming and youth programming. We’ll continue to support
the Angler Education and Hunter Education programs many of you
have implemented in your communities.

Fishing for Dinner Classes
We delivered classes across Wisconsin, from the frozen surface of Lake Monona
where the University of Wisconsin Fishing Team helped lead an ice fishing class,
to the streams of the fabled Driftless area with our PF and NWTF partners and
volunteers. We combined training for the Fishing in the Neighborhood (FiN)
interns (whom we affectionately refer to as FiN’terns) with a Fishing for Dinner
(FFD) class at Devil’s Lake State Park.
Practicing cleaning the catch at the
Driftless Folk School – June.

Partnerships
We recognize the value of long-standing partnerships with organizations
that host our programs, FFD and FiN. Madison School & Community
Recreation (MSCR) gives FiN’terns access to their fleet of pontoon boats and
has strong connections to local social service agencies. The Urban Ecology
Center (UEC) in Milwaukee and the Sixteenth Street Community Health
Center, which serves Milwaukee’s Latinx population, play a vital role in
connecting environmental justice with community health and the quality of
life for residents of Wisconsin’s largest urban area. They connect people of
all ages to their aquatic resources and provide opportunities for them to wet
a line close to home.

FiN’tern training and FFD combo at
Devil’s Lake State Park - June.

These trusted partners welcome people from diverse neighborhoods to the
community of anglers and work to improve water quality in the Milwaukee
area through advocacy and education. This leads to improved fishing
opportunities and greater confidence in the health and safety of the fish
that residents catch, as an occasional food source. Our relationship with
Hunger Task Force (HTF) demonstrates another strong community
connection. They provide fish from their urban hatchery to stock local park
lagoons and for cooking demonstrations at our classes. Angler R3 would not
have made as much progress in recent years without these partners.
The UEC also agreed to host the Lt.
Governor’s Fishing Outing at their
Washington Park branch on May
18, 2019 with support from HTF
and two local fishing clubs, E.B.
Garner’s Fishing Club and the Inner
City Sportsmen Club led by Reggie
Hayes (at left). DNR Secretary
Preston Cole attended and wet a
line with youngsters, too (at right).

2

Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes’ cast
gets the thumbs up - May.

Outreach

Efforts to cultivate new participants include exhibiting at venues that attract
individuals who value sustainable lifestyle choices and are seeking information to help
them on that path. Our presence at Canoecopia, a paddle sport trade show, and the
Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA) Fair generated new interest among
people who did not see themselves as anglers, and now consider the fish in their local
lake or stream as a good local food source. This year our programs teamed up at the
Energy Fair on a cooking demo. Marty Moses of Pheasants Forever prepared baconwrapped pheasant breasts, DNR Hunter Education Coordinator Ashley Van Egtern
made venison mini-tacos and Angler R3 Coordinator Theresa Stabo pan-fried bluegills
and grilled whitefish. What’s not to like?
Outdoor Skills Trainers
We were happy to have five regional outdoor skills trainers join our team this past
year. They are largely responsible for the traditional safety education programs
(Hunter, ATV, Boating, Snowmobile) and also help with Angler R3 programs as time
allows and as they get their feet under them. Check out the map on our website to see
their locations.
Upcoming Workshops, Classes and Events
Angler R3 Instructor Training Workshop Pick up tips on connecting with adults who
want to learn to fish and prepare their catch for the table.
Most Wisconsinites live within 50 miles of fishable waters that offer many places to
catch a healthy and delicious dinner, with a low food-miles score. Become certified to
lead community learn-to-fish programs that target adults and families or weave them
into the classroom. Brush up on your own basic fishing skills during hands-on activities
so that you can teach them to others and take home a guide to implementing these
programs, in partnership with DNR. Bring clothing suitable for fishing and your fishing
license. We’re planning more instructor workshops for the fall, so watch the Angler
Education and Fishing for Dinner web pages.
Free Fishing Weekend Dates to Keep in Mind
· January 18-19, 2020 · June 6-7, 2020
Watch for more information and an updated planning form on the Free Fishing
Weekend web page.

Theresa Stabo and Ashley Van Egtern
at the MREA Energy Fair - June.
Photo courtesy of Bob Wakeman

WDNR Regional
Outdoor Skills Trainers
Northern – Spooner
Kate Juza, 715-416-0483
Katelyn.Juza@wisconsin.gov
Northeast - Green Bay
Kim Cooley, 920-360-2361
Kimberly.Cooley@wisconsin.gov
Southeast – Waukesha
Michelle Frazier,
262-395-0063
Michelle.Frazier@wisconsin.gov
South Central – Fitchburg
Mike Watt, 608-235-2250
Michael.Watt@wisconsin.gov
West Central – Eau Claire
Linda Xiong, 715-214-4211
LindaV.Xiong@wisconsin.gov

R3 Grants
We'll be looking forward to receiving your applications for another round of the Hunter R3 and Angler R3 grant
programs. The proposed due date is December 1, 2019, and the Shooting Range grant program will open again
for new applications in the fall of 2020. DNR R3 Coordinators Emily Iehl and Theresa Stabo administer these
grants that are aimed at potential partners who have ideas and resources to bring hunting, angling, and shooting
to non-traditional participants. Think about how your organization might best meet the needs of your community
through these grants.
Shooting Ranges
The Columbia County Range reopened following maintenance work with new hours from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Learn
more about public shooting ranges on our Shooting Range web page.
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Contact Us!

Work to be Done
The graph below reminds us of our commitment to invite newcomers to
fishing, hunting and trapping. We all depend on those who will become
active, regular participants and without their support, both financial and
philosophical, the lakes, streams, woods and prairies that give us all such
pleasure will be in jeopardy. These places that feed our souls as well as
our bellies depend on a vibrant community of people who will routinely
purchase licenses to exercise the privilege of pursuing and taking fish and
game and be attentive to the condition of those resources.

Graphs courtesy of Karl Scheidegger, WDNR Marketing and
Outreach Specialist

From a fishing
perspective, Wisconsin
had not seen the
decline in angling
participation other
states had seen. In fact,
total license sales
increased around 3%
from 2006 through
2015. Unfortunately,
the trend appears to
have changed and not
for the better. Resident
fishing license sales
show a sharp decline
beginning in 2015,
particularly for women.
We would love to hear
your ideas about
reversing this trend and
count on you as
partners in our efforts.
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Central Office Staff
Keith Warnke, 608-576-5243
WDNR R3 Supervisor
Keith.Warnke@wisconsin.gov
Theresa Stabo, 608-577-6332
WDNR Angler R3 Coordinator
Theresa.Stabo@wisconsin.gov
Jon King, 608-575-2294
WDNR Hunter Education Administrator
Jon.King@wisconsin.gov
Ashley Van Egtern, 608-267-7509 &
608-513-9625
WDNR Hunter Education Specialist
Ashley.VanEgtern@wisconsin.gov
Emily Iehl, 608-445-8168
WDNR R3 Coordinator
Emily.Iehl@wisconsin.gov
Dan Schroeder, 608-235-4619
WDNR NASP* Coordinator
Daniel.Schroeder@wisconsin.gov
Marty Moses, 608-712-8625
Wisconsin State Coordinator,
Pheasants Forever
mmoses@pheasantsforever.org
John Motoviloff, 608-419-0041
Wisconsin R3 Coordinator,
National Wild Turkey Federation
jmotoviloff@nwtf.net
Andrew Krismer, 608-333-2057
WDNR Angler R3 & Safety Ed. Assist.
Andrew.Krismer@wisconsin.gov
Brenda Von Rueden, 608-228-4549
WDNR R3 Target Range Manager
Brenda.VonRueden@wisconsin.gov
Ryan Serwe, 608-225-2310
WDNR R3 Assistant
Ryan.Serwe@wisconsin.gov
Hunter Nikolai, 608-220-0668
WDNR R3 & Hunter Education Assistant
Hunter.Nikolai@wisconsin.gov
Mailing Address:
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 7921 Madison, WI 53707-7921
Shipping Address:
101 S. Webster Madison, WI 53703
General Angler R3 Mailbox
Angler Education & Fishing for Dinner
dnranglereducation@wisconsin.gov
*National Archery in the Schools Program

Stay in touch!

