
 
 

Citizen Resolution # 040120 
                    (For Hearing Officer completion) 

 

Correct the statewide minimum lake size for high-
speed boating    

 

 

The problem: 
In 2010, a new law required a 100-foot-from-shore no-wake buffer on all Wisconsin 
lakes. Unfortunately, this law caused an unforeseen problem for our smallest 
lakes. That’s because, due to the new law, on a typical, round, 50-acre lake, the 
surface water available for fast boating lost 14 acres that previously had been legal 
for fast boating. This concentrated all fast boating to a dangerously small 36- acre 
area, placing boaters, anglers, and swimmers at risk. 
 
The Solution: 
Because 50-acre lakes lost a at least 14 acres of water previously legal for fast 
boating, the smallest size lake for fast boating should be 64 acres, not 50 as the 
law now stands. The WCC Legislative Committee considered this idea in August, 
2019 and agreed. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the following question appear in the 2021 WCC 
Spring Hearing Booklet: 
 
Would you support that the Wisconsin Conservation Congress work with the 
Wisconsin Legislature to raise the minimum size for fast boating on lakes with 
public access from 50 acres to 64 acres? 

 

James Brakken 
Bayfield County Lakes Forum 
45255 East Cable Lake Road 
Cable, WI 54821 
715 798 3163 
Bayfield County 
 

 
Signature:____________________________ 
 
Resolutions introduced at each Spring Hearing are public documents under Wisconsin's Open Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. 
Stats.] and will be posted online for the public to review. Any personally identifiable information will be available to t he public but will 
only be used by the Department for administrative purposes. 

 
 
Please print typed resolution on 8 ½ X 11 white paper (one-sided) and provide the WCC County Chair with TWO 
COPIES at the spring hearing. Only the individual author or designated representative may present the resolution. The 
author or designated representative must be present at the time the resolution is introduced. No more than two resolutions 
may be introduced by any person during the Congress portion of the spring hearings. 
 
Contact one of your local WCC delegates with questions or for assistance with writing your resolution. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/about/wcc/local.html

