
YCC Delegates and Mentors, 

I hope you make time to explore the outdoors this time of year.  Snowfall provides an 

excellent opportunity to view the movement and habits of wildlife.  Tracking animals for 

hunting, research or enjoyment can be an especially rewarding and eye opening winter 

activity.  Go play outside! ~Kyle Zenz, YCC Coordinator 

Please take note of the following reminders and notices: 

• Don’t forget to fill out our ice fishing event survey  

• We will soon be updating our YCC Google calendar.  Look for an email that shares 
calendar permission.  Please contribute dates for outdoor opportunities in your area 
and statewide. For more information go to our Google calendar tutorial link 

• All YCC delegates are offered a free membership with the Natural Resource 
Foundation (NRF).  This organization works hard to support conservation in our 
state.  They also host incredible field trips to unique natural areas around our state.  
YCC delegate contact information will soon be updated with the NRF.  Please contact 
Kyle if you do NOT want a complimentary membership with the NRF.   

• Please keep track of your time spent participating in YCC events, activities, and 
mentored hunting experiences.  We are developing a form to make it easy for you to 
record hours.   

 

Each month we will ask you to 

share outdoor pictures. 

Please text pictures to  

Kyle Zenz at 715-299-0925 or  

email: 

Kyle.Zenz@Wisconsin.gov 

We will select a photograph to 

be featured in next month’s YCC 

newsletter 

 

Picture Perfect! 

This month send us  

pictures of your  

snowy adventures 

Visit the   

WCC Facebook site   

to see what’s new 

Youth delegate, Samantha working with the DNR to release Pheasants at Richard Bong State Recreation Area 

Youth delegate, Samantha from Racine County spent time helping age deer and collecting 

CWD samples at the processing station at Deer Creek in Pewaukee. She joined Nate, a 
Wildlife Biologist, and Kelsey, a Wildlife Technician. In total, they aged about 60 deer.  

Picture Perfect!  Congrats to youth delegate, Jesse 
from Dodge County for his successful deer hunt.  

Wisconsin Youth Conservation Contacts 
YCC Oversight Committee Chair: Trent Tonn, (262) 534-1962 / ttonn@basd.k12.wi.us 
YCC Oversight Committee Vice Chair: Rob Bohmann (262) 498-4605 / rob.bohmann@att.net 
YCC Secretary: Tashina Peplinski (262) 483-2483 / tashina@startistries.com 
YCC Coordinator: Kyle Zenz (715) 299-0925 / kyle.zenz@wisconsin.gov 
WCC Liaison: Kari Lee-Zimmermann (608) 266-0580 / Kari.LeeZimmermann@Wisconsin.gov  
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Featured YCC Delegate 

Name: Avery Lettman 

Grade in school: 10,  
Name of school: Belleville School District 
County: Green,  
WCC Mentor: Scott Lettman 
Years involved in the YCC: 3 years 
 
What is one of your most memorable 
outdoor experiences? 

 One of my most memorable outdoor experiences 
was the time I harvested my first deer in 
Ashland County and the time spent at deer 

camp. 
 

Share something specific you have learned 
from your mentor 
One thing I have learned from my mentor/

father was that when hunting and harvesting my 
game, to use the resource as a whole and never 
waste anything. 
 
Aside from your interest in the outdoors/
hunting, are there other school activities or 
personal activities that you enjoy 
participating in? 
I enjoy participating in FFA activities and 
showing animals at the Green Co. Fair, Boy 
Scouts where I am close to achieving my Eagle 
Scout, Soccer, and Wrestling. 
 
What are your plans following high school 
graduation? 
I plan on either pursuing a career in Engineering 
at UW-Platteville or a career in trades attending 
Madison Area Technical College. 
 
What would you say to encourage someone 
to join the YCC? 
It is a lot of fun and also a rewarding experience 
learning and working alongside DNR staff while 

also helping make decisions for the betterment of 
our resources and the hunting heritage. 

YCC 

SPOTLIGHT 

Avery, pictured with his dad and mentor, 

Scott Lettman at Mead Wildlife Area 

during a YCC mentored hunt. 

Since Avery started hunting with 
me he has been very attentive and 

quite frankly like a sponge he soaks up 
any technique or fact about whatever 
we are trying to do either trapping 
dryland/water sets -river or swamp 
settings to squirrel hunting, and deer 
hunting. He has grown into quite a 
hunter.  Avery has great patience.  He 
will sit all day waiting for that big buck/
or doe to show themselves.  Never does 
he complain if nothing shows.  He's a 
real trooper, as a matter of fact that's 
what keeps me going still. 

Avery and I had a great time at the 
Mead center with the woodcock/grouse 
hunt (following the October YCC 
Oversight Committee meeting). After 
that Avery and I went up to our own 
acreage in the town of Shanagolden to 
Grouse hunt.  We harvested 2 
grouse, shot at a few more -  12 
sightings in all with a few 
flushes not seen.   
- Scott Lettman, Avery’s dad 

“ 

” 

Happy to be bowhunting 

Planting trees on a 50 

acre parcel to establish 

wildlife habitat 

A successful 2017 Turkey 

season 

Youth Counselor at the Ed 

Bryant Center, Boy Scouts 

of America 

Avery’s older brother, Hunter, 

has also served as an  

important mentor 

Avery enjoys 

raising and 

showing 

livestock 

Avery and his sister, Amanda, 

who was the first YCC  

delegate for Green County 



SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR ADVENTURES 
Do you have an incredible wildlife sighting, a memorable trip, or a great 
hunting story?  Share your adventures and memories, and you could win a 
great prize! Show us your photos or videos of landscapes, your dog, family, 
friends, fun, food, sunsets, sunrises, camp fires, cabins, your favorite hunting 
or fishing chair, the list goes on.  Your pictures or stories can be submitted 
via video, audio and/or photo and essay.  Check out some great stories and 
submit your own: https://storiesfromthewildside.pgtb.me/CJW41G  
 

WHAT LIVES IN YOUR WOODS? 
Are you curious about what walks through your woods while you aren’t 
looking?  Snapshot Wisconsin is a volunteer-based project which utilizes a 
statewide network of trail cameras to monitor wildlife year-round.  

Volunteer to host a trail camera on your property, or adopt a camera already 
in place on public land. The project provides important data for wildlife 
management. It is also a unique opportunity for individuals, families, and 
students to get involved in monitoring the state’s valuable natural resources. 
No experience is necessary, and all training and equipment are provided. 
Volunteers must be able to participate for at least one year and check the 
camera at least once every three months. 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/research/projects/snapshot/ 
 

HELP IDENTIFY WILDLIFE  
Photos collected by Snapshot Wisconsin cameras are hosted on Zooniverse, a 
crowdsourcing website for citizen science projects. Thousands of volunteers 
worldwide participate on Zooniverse by identifying wildlife captured in 
Snapshot Wisconsin photos.  You can help Snapshot WI identify animals:  
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/zooniverse/snapshot-wisconsin 

CITIZEN SCIENCE - LOONWATCH 

LoonWatch is actively pursuing volunteers for their 2020 Wisconsin Loon Population 

Survey.  Every five years the LoonWatch program conducts a one-day survey on 258 pre-

selected lakes in northern Wisconsin.  The survey will take place on July 18th between 

5a.m. and 10a.m.  This information is then used to estimate the number of breeding 

adults and the number of chicks produced. Over time, the survey shows the trend in the 

state’s loon population—whether it is stable, increasing, or declining.  LoonWatch will 

provide training workshops throughout northern Wisconsin.  For more information visit: 

https://www.northland.edu/sustainability/soei/loonwatch/loons-get-involved/

#wisconsin-loon-population-survey 

HUNTING OPPORTUNITY 

The Department of Natural Resources staff will be stocking 2,260 pheasants on eight 
properties in southern Wisconsin during the week of Dec. 18, giving upland hunters 
more opportunities to pursue game birds with friends and family during the holiday 
season.  
Properties to be stocked before the holiday season include: Mud Lake Wildlife Area, 
Columbia County; Mazomanie Unit of Lower Wisconsin State Riverway, Dane County; 
Richard Bong State Recreation Area, Kenosha County; Brooklyn Wildlife Area, Dane & 
Green counties; Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area, Rock County; Waterloo Wildlife Area, 
Jefferson County; Sauk Prairie Recreational Area, Sauk County; and Vernon Wildlife 
Area, Waukesha County. https://dnr.wi.gov/news/Weekly/Article/?id=4694 
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LOOKING FOR TRAINING 

OPPORTUNITIES? 

 

STURGEON FISHING 

OPPORTUNITY  
Have you ever wondered what it would 

be like to be a part of the 2020 sturgeon 

spearing season?  WCC Delegate, Terri Roehrig is inviting 

YCC delegates for an opportunity to view sturgeon spearing 

first hand.  Terri would be happy to host YCC youth on the 

ice February 8, 9, 15, or 16.  If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact: 

Terri: (920) 540-2775, tlroehrig@yahoo.com 

You will need to provide your own transportation to and 

from Lake Winnebago. 

https://gowild.wi.gov/customers/safetyedclass 

Learn more about 

what is going on in 

the Conservation 

Congress by reading 

the Conservation 

Chronicle Fall 2019 

edition 

https://dnr.wi.gov/

About/WCC/

Documents/

Chronicle/

Fall2019CC.pdf 

DECEMBER______________________________________ 

• DNR Pheasant stocking is occurring across the state - contact 

your local DNR wildlife biologist to volunteer with releases.   

• Enjoy your winter break and get outside! 

• Participate in an ice fishing tournament or see if your school is 

involved in the Wisconsin Interscholastic Fishing Association 

JANUARY________________________________________ 

• 1st—First day hike. Ring in the new year by getting outside.  

Join a planned hike at a participating State Park, or break your 

own trail! View events: https://dnr.wi.gov/calendar/events/

parks/index.asp 

• 18th—YCC event— Ice Fishing on the Petenwell Flowage. 

FEBRUARY_______________________________________ 

• February 8 - 23 - sturgeon spearing season on the Winnebago 

system.  This could be an opportunity to work alongside DNR 

staff during sturgeon registration. 

MARCH__________________________________________ 

• Join a Scholastic Shooting Sports team at your school or check 

with local sporting clubs to see if they offer opportunities for 

high school teams. 

• 21st - YCC Oversight Committee Meeting 

APRIL________________________________________ 

• April 13 - WCC Statewide Spring Hearings 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Ice Fishing Event on Petenwell Lake 
Saturday, January 18th, 2020, 9am-5pm 
Petenwell County Park, Adams Co. 
 
Join other YCC delegates and WCC 
mentors for a day of ice fishing.  This day will be focused on 
enjoying time on the ice while learning new techniques for 
a successful day of fishing.  DNR wardens and staff will join 
our group to talk about safety, regulations, winter 
adaptations for fish, ecology, and specific characteristics of 
Petenwell Lake.  We hope to fish until 3pm and enjoy our 
catch at a potluck dinner following our day on the ice. 
 
New to ice fishing?  No problem! Mentors will be on hand 
to teach you everything you need to get started.  Extra 
equipment will also be available for use. 
 
Experienced with ice fishing?  Great!  Share your tips 
with others and learn more about the ecology of 
Pentenwell Lake. 
 
This is the FREE fishing weekend in Wisconsin.  We 
encourage you to bring a friend or relative who is new to 
fishing or hasn’t gone fishing in years! 
 
Please help us plan the event by responding to the survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/788JQPJ  

MAY________________________________________ 

• May 14-16 - WCC State Convention, Green Lake Wisconsin. 

YCC events being planned include: hands on trout habitat 

restoration with the DNR, trap shooting, and more - stay 

tuned! 

Snowmobile safety classes are 

currently being offered across the 

state.  Check out the link to find a 

training near you. 
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