
 

 
 

 

Elements of Watershed Plan or Strategy recognized by DNR  

Non-TMDL TRM projects must be consistent with the water resource management goals included in a 
watershed plan or strategy recognized by DNR. For example, a watershed plan that includes each of the 
elements listed below would be recognized by DNR as meeting this requirement.  

1. The watershed plan identifies the causes and sources of pollution that need to be controlled to 
achieve the load reductions estimated in the watershed plan (element #6), and to achieve any other 
watershed goals identified in the plan. Sources of pollution that need to be controlled must be 
identified at the significant subcategory level (e.g., number of feedlots needing upgrades, number 
streambank erosion sites and/or linear feet of eroded streambank needing bank stabilization, acres 
of row crops needing improved nutrient management or sediment control using one or more soil 
health practices; number or lineal feet/gullies needing stabilization). 

2. The watershed plan estimates the extent that each pollution source subcategory identified in 
element #1 is present in the watershed. If the plan does not include an estimate of the extent of 
every pollution source subcategory, at a minimum the plan must estimate the extent of those 
pollution source subcategories that the applicant proposes to address in the large-scale TRM 
project.  

3. The watershed plan includes an estimate of the existing pollutant load (e.g., tons of sediment or 
lbs/P or N /yr). 

4. The watershed plan describes management measures that will be implemented to achieve load 
reductions.  

5. The watershed plan identifies - using a map or a description - the critical areas where management 
measures are needed to implement the plan.  

6. The watershed plan includes an estimate of anticipated load reductions that will be achieved by the 
management measures described in #4 at the critical areas identified in #5.  

7. The watershed plan estimates the amounts of technical and financial assistance needed to 
implement the plan. 

8. The watershed plan identifies the relevant authorities needed to implement the plan. 

9. The watershed plan includes an information and education component related to controlling 
nonpoint sources of the pollutant(s) addressed by the project.  

10. The plan includes either a project schedule OR prioritizes the order and importance of management 
measures at critical areas needed to implement the plan.  

 


