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Disbursements  
Visual-Aid Calendar  

 

Download the disbursement 

schedule visual aid for the  

Environmental Loans programs:   

 

2018 Disbursement Schedule  

and 12-Month Calendar 
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On January 30, 2018, we published the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2019 Project 

Priority Lists (PPLs) which identify all projects that submitted valid Intents to 

Apply (ITAs) & Priority Evaluation and Ranking Formulas (PERFs) and are 

eligible to submit applications for funding in SFY 2019 (7/01/18—6/30/19). 

• Clean Water Fund Program (CWFP) SFY 2019 PPL  

• Safe Drinking Water Loan Program (SDWLP) SFY 2019 PPL 

 

Review PERF details online 
Please log into the online system to see the details of your PERF score and 

important comments about your project. PERF score objections must be sub-

mitted to the CWFP/SDWLP coordinators within 30 days of the SFY 2019 PPL 

publication date. Submit PERF score objections by March 1, 2018.  

• SDWLP PERF score objections will be evaluated and responded to 

after the June 30, 2018 application deadline.  

 

Additional important program deadlines and due dates are available online. 

SFY 2019 PPLs Available 

Project Priority Lists (PPLs), 

Intended Use Plans (IUPs), & 

Funding Lists are online at  

dnr.wi.gov/Aid/projectListsIUPs.html 

SFY 2019 Online Applications 
Beginning with SFY 2019, applications must be submitted via the new online 

system (excludes Hardship Financial Assistance Application) which is intend-

ed to simplify and expedite the process. As we complete system develop-

ment, we will provide further information about the availability of user guides 

and scheduled training sessions. The application submittal system will func-

tion similarly to the online system for ITA/PERF submittals. It will include 

several user-friendly features such as a checklist that will automatically track 

your progress and notify you prior to submission if there are missing items.  

 

Complete Applications 
Please review the following as there are some minor changes to what will be 

required for SFY 2019 applications:  

• Required Documentation for Complete Online Application  

• Next Steps for Applicants 

• Application Process and Contents  

 

No grace period  
There will no longer be a grace period after the application deadline 

to submit any missing required documentation. In years past, if a sub-

mitted application was substantially complete at the deadline, a grace period 

was available for submitting the missing information. With the move to the 

online application submittal system, that grace period no longer exists. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/legal/
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/managers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/guide/disbursementScheduleCalendar2018.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/guide/disbursementScheduleCalendar2018.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/CWFP_SFY2019_PPL.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/SDWLP_SFY2019_PPL.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Switchboard/
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/guide/ELprogramsDeadlinesAndDueDates3.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/projectListsIUPs.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/hardship.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/OnlineSubmissions.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/vol.06.issue.06.pdf#page=2
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html#tabx3
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html#tabx3


Upcoming Deadlines 
January 30  
SFY 19 Project Priority Lists published. 
 
January 31  
Last recommended date for opening bids 
on SFY 18 SDWLP projects.  
 
March 1 
SFY 19 project priority score objections 
deadline (30 days after PPL is published).  
 
March 15  
PSC approved rate order due to DNR 
project manager prior to execution of FAA.  
 
March 31  
Executed construction contracts due for 
SFY 18 SDWLP projects.  
 
April 30  
Last recommended date for opening bids 
on SFY 18 CWFP projects.  
 
May 2  
Absolute latest date to submit ALL re-
quired documentation due for SFY 18 
SDWLP projects.  
 
May 23  
*SFY 17 CWFP final loan closing date.  
 
June 30  

• SFY 19 SDWLP application deadline.  

• Executed construction contracts due for 

SFY 18 CWFP PF projects. 

• SFY 18 CWFP application deadline for 

non-PF projects.  

• Last date for DNR to accept SFY 18 
CWFP applications & notify applicants. 

 
*Final loan closing date for CWFP SFY 17 
projects must occur within eight (8) 
months of the 2017-2019 biennial budget 
being enacted. 
 

View Statutory Deadlines  
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By: Aaron Heintz, Finance Program Administrator  

Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA) Capital Finance Office   

  

When planning for a loan from the Environmental Improvement Fund (EIF), a 

municipality should use a fiscally conservative approach when estimating the 

market rate that will be used to project the annual principal and interest pay-

ments for the loan.  

 

Use 4-5% market rate for planning and estimating  

Currently, a good, practical method of procedure would be to use a market 

rate of four to five percent (4-5%) and then apply the percentage of market 

rate that your loan would be eligible for.  

 

Quarterly market rate assessments  

On a quarterly basis, the DOA assesses the market rate on which the Clean 

Water Fund (CWFP) and Safe Drinking Water Loan (SDWLP) Program subsi-

dies are based. For loans closing during said quarter (determined by the date 

of the municipal meeting at which the Financial Assistance Agreement (FAA) 

is executed), the loan interest rate will be determined based on that quarter’s 

market rate. 

 

Avoid delays and additional costs  

By using a fiscally conservative approach when calculating estimated princi-

pal and interest payments for your loan, you lessen the need to have to com-

plete an additional rate increase prior to closing on your loan if there is sig-

nificant movement in the wrong direction for the interest rate index that we 

base our market rate on. The need to complete an additional rate increase 

prior to closing could potentially delay the closing on your loan and lead to 

additional costs. Note: “rate increase” refers to the loan interest rate; it does 

not refer to water/sewer rates. 

 

Ask a financial advisor 

Additionally, the services of a municipal or financial advisor would also help 

to mitigate any potential pitfalls of being too aggressive with a market rate 

assumption. 

 

Resources  

• View current market rate and loan interest rates 

• See also, Market Rate Interest – Being Nimble in a Changing Marketplace  

 

Contact information 

If you have any questions on how market rate is determined, please contact 

me at 608-266-0739 or Aaron.Heintz@Wisconsin.gov  

DOA Tips: Being Fiscally Conservative 
Can Help in the Long Run  

On a quarterly basis, the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA) as-

sesses the market rate on which the Environmental Loans program subsidies 

are based. The DOA set the market rate at 3.200% for loans with municipal 

meetings (at which the Financial Assistance Agreement (FAA) is signed) on or 

after January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018.  

• View current market rate and loan interest rates  

Current Market Rate: 3.20%  

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html#tabx5
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/Interest.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/vol.04.issue.08.pdf#page=4
mailto:Aaron.Heintz@Wisconsin.gov
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/Interest.html
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If you decide to apply for funding for your eligible project 

listed on the Clean Water Fund Program (CWFP) State 

Fiscal Year (SFY) 2019 Project Priority List (PPL), you 

must have facility plan approval for the application to be 

complete.  

 

Submit the facilities plan to the DNR Bureau of Water 

Quality for approval, under ch. NR 110, Wis. Adm. Code.  

 

Requirements 

Requirements for submitting a facilities plan are ex-

plained on DNR’s website, Wastewater Facility Planning 

Studies. Any project seeking CWFP funds must be sub-

mitted to the department for plan review and approval, 

regardless of a “reviewable” or “maintenance” project 

classification.  

 

Assistance  

For assistance with facilities plans, contact the DNR 

wastewater systems plan review staff. They can give you 

technical comments that might expedite plan approval. 

 

Submit facilities plan for review 6 months before 

the CWFP application deadline  

To ensure you receive the facilities plan approval letter 

by the application deadline, we encourage you to submit 

the facilities plan early on to allow ample time for review.  

 

Preferably, you would submit your facilities plan to the 

department for approval six months before the CWFP 

application submittal deadline:  

 

For SFY 2019 Principal Forgiveness (PF):  

• Submit facilities plan to DNR for review  

before March 31, 2018.  

• Submit CWFP application by 09/30/2018 deadline.  

 

Concurrent submittals 

If the facilities plan is submitted concurrent with the 

plans & specifications, provide sufficient lead time, pref-

erably 6 months, prior to the CWFP application submittal 

deadline for completion of the facilities plan review. 

Submit Facilities Plans for SFY 19 CWFP Projects Early 

All wastewater facilities plans require a cost-effective 

analysis to ensure that only the minimum resources re-

quired (monetary, environmental, and social) are ex-

pended over the 20-year planning period.  

 

The most cost-effective alternative, when considering all 

resources, must be selected; differences between alter-

natives within approximately 10% are considered equiv-

alent. This is separate from the user rate analysis.  

 

To account for opportunity costs over the planning peri-

od, monetary costs are compared as total present cost or 

uniform annual cost. The department has updated the 

discount rate for Federal Fiscal Year 2018 facilities plans 

to 3.875%, which should be used until the rate’s annual 

update in October.  

 

If you have any questions about a facilities plan cost-

effective analysis, please contact the DNR municipal 

wastewater plan review staff. 

 

See also, Wastewater Facility Planning Studies  

Annual Discount Rate Update for Cost-Effective Analysis  

The Clean Water Fund Program (CWFP) Fiscal Sustaina-

bility Plan (FSP) Certification was removed from our web-

site for revisions. Environmental Loans changed part of 

its policy for awarding FSP Principal Forgiveness (PF) for 

State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2018.  

 

We split the old certification into two forms: 

• FSP Certification Form; and  

• Application for PF to Fund FSP Development Form 

(note: this name may change). 

 

We’re in the process of finalizing the new forms for SFY 

2018 CWFP projects.  

 

The forms may be posted on the FSP webpage before 

this article is published. If not, the forms will be posted 

shortly thereafter. 

 

For FSP policy information, see page nine of the  

SFY 2018 CWFP Final Intended Use Plan (IUP).  

Fiscal Sustainability Plan (FSP) Forms Update 

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/projectListsIUPs.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/projectListsIUPs.html
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/110
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/MunicipalPlanning.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/MunicipalPlanning.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/PlanReviewers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/PlanReviewers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/adequatesubmittal.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/planreviewers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/planreviewers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/MunicipalPlanning.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/FSP.html#certify
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/CWFP_SFY_2018_FINAL_IUP.pdf#page=9
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The DNR Bureau of Community Financial Assistance 

(CFA) will be recruiting for a Construction Management 

Engineer (CME) position in the Environmental Loans (EL) 

Section.  

 

The job (and full position description) will likely be  

announced in early February through Wisc.Jobs. 

 

There will be one vacancy in the Northern Region this 

spring, but the recruitment will be for any future vacancy 

that might occur statewide during this next year. The 

CME position is an excellent opportunity for anyone con-

sidering a career in environmental management and the 

water/wastewater industry.  

 

Construction management of loan projects 

The Environmental Loans programs provide subsidized 

(low-interest rate) loans to municipalities for drinking 

water, wastewater, and storm water infrastructure  

projects.  

 

Adequate construction management is critical to the suc-

cess of any Environmental Loans project. It’s important 

for the municipality, A/E firm, construction contractor, 

and DNR field engineer to coordinate efforts throughout 

construction.  

 

Role of CME 

The CME's role in construction management includes 

conducting interim and final inspections, and reviewing 

change orders. The CME must determine whether con-

struction is proceeding according to DNR-approved plans 

and specifications as well as the terms of the Financial 

Assistance Agreement (FAA).  

 

CME responsibilities include, but aren’t limited to:  

• Review and score Priority Evaluation and Ranking 

Formula (PERF) submittals. 

• Review and approve change orders. 

• Attend pre-construction meetings/conferences. 

• Visit, inspect, monitor, and review construction  

projects and documents. 

• Evaluate compliance with DNR-approved plans and 

specifications. 

 

Contact information 

If you have questions about becoming a Construction 

Management Engineer, please reach out to Jim Ritchie  

at 608-215-6235 or Jim.Ritchie@Wisconsin.gov  

CME Corner: Engineer Recruitment 

Steve Ohm, our Northern Region Construction Manage-

ment Engineer (CME), is retiring March 2, 2018.  

 

Over 40 years ago, Steve began working for the DNR 

and has been with the financial assistance program in 

one capacity or another since then. He has worked as a 

CME and wastewater engineer since he moved to north-

ern Wisconsin in 1991.  

 

We will miss Steve’s approachable personality, institu-

tional knowledge, and thoughtful questions. Steve may 

argue against a cause, not as a committed opponent, 

but simply to determine its validity. We wish Steve well 

as he enjoys retirement, cruising on his motorcycle.  

 

Project reassignment  

We hope to fill this CME vacancy by the end of the 

spring. Meanwhile, Steve’s existing active projects will 

be reassigned to other CMEs, who will be in contact with 

their newly assigned communities. Funding questions 

about the projects can be directed to the Environmental 

Loans Project Manager.  

Steve Ohm Retiring 

It’s been a good ride.  

New Project Manager:  
Lisa Bushby  

 

Please join us in welcoming Lisa Bushby as our newest 

project manager in the Environmental Loans program! 

In addition to project management work, Lisa will be 

spearheading various process improvements for our 

program. 

 

Former OpCert Program Coordinator 

Lisa’s first position at the DNR was as an LTE in the 

Community Financial Assistance Bureau. We’re excited 

to have her back! Many of you may know Lisa from 

her position as the Statewide Operator Certification 

Program Coordinator for wastewater and drinking  

water operators. During the past 12 years, she has 

also worked for the DNR in the Environmental Fees 

Program and with the Switchboard Helpdesk.  

 

Lisa grew up in Dodgeville &  

earned a degree in Biological  

Aspects of Conservation from  

UW-Madison. 

https://wisc.jobs/public/index.asp
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/construct.html
mailto:Jim.Ritchie@Wisconsin.gov
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/managers.html#cmes
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/Guide/managers.html#project
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Heads Up!  
EPA UAIS Trainings  
 

EPA Headquarters intends to provide training on the 

Use of American Iron and Steel (UAIS) requirement 

while they’re visiting Wisconsin sites for UAIS compli-

ance this spring. EPA is tentatively planning to be in 

Wisconsin either the week of May 7-11, or May 14-18, 

2018.  

 

There will be a training opportunity in the northern 

region and the southern region on different days. Pos-

sible training sites include Madison, Plover, Stevens 

Point, or Wausau. The Environmental Loans Section 

intends to do a live webcast of one of the trainings. 

The webcast would be recorded and posted online as 

a webinar to view later.  

 

Stay tuned for dates & locations to be finalized  

Frank Fuja and Jim Ritchie are working with EPA HQ 

staff to confirm the details and logistics. 

 

Frank Fuja, DNR EL CME 

Cell: 414-303-1711  

Francis.Fuja@Wisconsin.gov  

 

Jim Ritchie, DNR EL Field & Tech. Support Supervisor  

Cell: 608-215-6235  

Jim.Ritchie@Wisconsin.gov  

Customer Survey Coming Soon! 
 

Please help us measure our progress and identify 

ways to enhance the Environmental Loans (EL) pro-

grams (Clean Water Fund Program and Safe Drinking 

Water Loan Program) by completing a brief survey 

that will be available in mid-February.  

 

Projects you’re interested in and need 

Your responses will help us better understand the 

types of projects you are interested in and need fund-

ing for. By participating, you will help shape future 

eligibilities in the EL programs. Your responses will 

also tell us about our customer service and outreach 

efforts, and how they can be improved. 

 

In mid-February, we’ll be sending out an email 

with the survey and putting the survey on our 

website for easy access.  

 

Please note any personal information you provide 

(optional) will be used for administration purposes, 

and may be provided to requesters to the extent  

required by Wisconsin’s Open Records Law (ss. 19.31 

– 19.39, Wis. Stats.). 

SRF 30+20 Milestone 
 

In 2017, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) State Revolving Funds (SRFs) celebrated a 

combined 50 years of federal-state partnerships  

that have provided over $150 billion in assistance  

to communities nationwide: 

 

30 Years - Clean Water SRF 

The CWSRF has provided over $118.7 billion to mu-

nicipalities thru 38,450 low-interest loans since 1987. 

 

20 Years - Drinking Water SRF 

The DWSRF has provided over $32.5 billion to munici-

palities through 13,000 low-interest loans since 1997. 

 

The 2017 CIFA (Council of Infrastructure Financing 

Authorities) National Workshop, held October 29-31 in 

Indianapolis, celebrated the 30+20 milestone. Each of 

the 10 EPA Regions featured an exhibit of program 

accomplishments.  

 

See also, $5 Billion Milestone of the Wisconsin Envi-

ronmental Improvement Fund (EIF)   

LSL Replacement Team Won 
“Team of the Year” Award 
 

The Private Lead Service Line (LSL) Replacement 

team won the DNR Division of External Services 2017 

“Team of the Year” award for the development and 

implementation of the 2-year Private LSL Replace-

ment Funding Program.  

 

Pictured sitting from left: Nicole Mathews & Samantha 

Jordt. Pictured standing from left: Becky Scott, Denise 

Schmidt of PSC, Robin Schmidt, Aaron Heintz of DOA, 

& Jim Witthuhn. Not pictured: Mike Blodgett, Jeanne 

Cargill, Frank Fuja, & Cathy Wunderlich. DNR External 

Services Division Award Ceremony; January 10, 2018; 

General Executive Facility II, Madison, WI. Photo: En-

vironmental Loans Section staff. 

mailto:Francis.Fuja@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:Jim.Ritchie@Wisconsin.gov
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/vol.06.issue.01.pdf#page=4
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/news/vol.06.issue.01.pdf#page=4
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/leadServiceLineFunding.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/documents/EIF/leadServiceLineFunding.html

