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Environmental Review Guide for the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program 
Contact Kevin Olson, SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist, at 608-266-9955 or Kevin.Olson@wisconsin.gov. 

 
 

NEW Online Applications! 
 
The online application will guide you through what materials are necessary to submit in order to fulfill the requirements for a 
complete application. Please use the following information to create maps that meet a reviewable standard and ask questions when 
in doubt.  
 
 

Why the SDWLP requires an environmental review– National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance  
 
Safe Drinking Water Loan Program (SDWLP) projects are, in part, federally funded; therefore, federal requirements apply. For 
SDWLP projects receiving Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (DWSRFs), the SDWLP must document the potential environmental 
impacts of projects and activities receiving assistance (§ 35.3580 Environmental Review Requirements). For this reason, projects 
causing ground disturbance or building restoration, including siding or roof repair, must undergo a NEPA or “NEPA-Like” review.  
The SDWLP will accept a review completed by another federal funding source or regulatory agency. If one has not been previously 
conducted, the SDWLP requires that the applicant includes with or prior to the application, project site information and maps for all 
disturbance areas and staging areas. All standard SDWLP project maps should be as detailed as possible, be consistent with the plans 
and specs, and clearly show the disturbance footprint(s) and surrounding area. 
 
 

Previously conducted review 

 
If another federal agency such as Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Rural Development (RD), or the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) is involved in funding any part of a project, their review will satisfy SDWLP requirements for all or part of the 
project. If the previous review does not encompass the entire SDWLP project footprint, the remaining portion of the project must 
undergo the SDWLP environmental review process.  
 
Proof of any review completed by another federal funding agency or regulatory agency and its findings, along with support 
documentation including maps, must be submitted to the SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist.  
 
 

The SDWLP review  
 
If, at the time of application, another review has not been completed, the applicant must fill out and submit all questions and 
materials listed in the online application in order to meet the requirement of a complete application. Once the application has been 
submitted, the SDWLP will begin the review. If additional information is needed, the environmental review specialist will contact the 
applicant’s consulting engineer or will notify the applicant and engineer of completion of the review. Once the review is complete, 
the SDWLP will publish a public notice and allow for public comment prior to funding the project.  Detailed information regarding 
the required documentation is included below.  
 
 

Categorical exclusions  
 
Many of the projects funded through the SDWLP, are considered “Categorically Excluded” because the project requires the 
replacement and or minor upgrade of existing infrastructure; however, a preliminary review is required to eliminate the possibility 
of extraordinary circumstances. If there are extraordinary circumstances, a more thorough review may be needed. For instance, if 
the replacement of existing infrastructure coincides with endangered species habitat or archeological/historical resources, the 
project may not be considered categorically excluded.  
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The SDWLP Required Environmental Review Documentation 
 
All SDWLP projects causing any ground disturbance or building restoration (as described above) that have not undergone the 
environmental review process with another federal or regulatory agency, must submit the following four (4) items to the SDWLP 
Environmental Review Specialist with or prior to the SDWLP Application submittal:   
 
 

Item 1.  Endangered Species Review  
 
At the time of the application, the required documentation is an Endangered Resources Preliminary Assessment. If the applicant has 
completed an Endangered Resources Review, the results will be accepted as well.  
Note: Endangered Species Reviews (including Preliminary Assessments) are time sensitive 
 

A. Endangered Resources Preliminary Assessment- Recommended 
The Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) Public Portal (guidance for use included below) allows municipalities to determine whether 
federally protected resources exist within the project area, online and free of charge. If there are no resources present, Item 1 of the 
SDWLP environmental review is completed.   

• Attach a PDF of the Preliminary Assessment summary and submit it to the SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist with 
and/or prior to the SDWLP Application submittal. 

OR 
 

B. Endangered Resources Review (ERR) 
Requesting an Endangered Resources Review (ERR) is an option for projects that have known federally protected resources in or 
near the project site. Municipalities that are aware of existing resources may choose to skip the Preliminary Assessment (via the NHI 
Public Portal) and submit the ERR Request (Form 1700-047) to the Department instead.  

• The SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist will need a copy of this submitted form and its corresponding response, 
including any construction requirements, prior to closing.  

 
 

Item 2.  Archeological/Historical Review  
 
United States Geological Survey Topographic (USGS Topo) Map- Recommended 
The municipality is advised to create and submit a USGS Topo map(s) to the DNR with or prior to the SDWLP Application submittal. 
Use the Surface Water Data Viewer mapping tool (guidance for use included below) to create a USGS Topo map(s).  

• Submit in PDF format USGS 1:24,000 (max scale), 7.5 minute topo map(s) to the SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist 
with and/or prior to the SDWLP Application submittal. 

AND/OR 
 
Cultural Resource Management (CRM) Firm 
A cultural resource management firm can also be consulted instead of submitting a USGS Topo map, or at the request of the DNR 
archeologist.  

• If a CRM firm is utilized, please consult with the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) or the SDWLP Environmental Review 
Specialist for a list of approved firms. 

 
 

Items 3. & 4.  Waterway, Wetland Review  
 
Use the Surface Water Data Viewer (SWDV) mapping tool (guidance for use included below) to make wetland and floodplain maps.   

• Attach a PDF of the maps and submit them to the SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist with and/or prior to the 
SDWLP Application submittal. 

 
 

Contact information 
 
Contact Kevin Olson, SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist, at 608-266-9955 or Kevin.Olson@wisconsin.gov.     

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
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Using the NHI Public Portal for SDWLP Funded Projects 
 
Endangered Species Reviews (including Preliminary Assessments) are time sensitive—some projects may be required to resubmit 
updated documentation. 
 
Endangered Resources Preliminary Assessment 
To do a review using the Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) Public Portal that is online and free of charge, you will need to answer a 
few questions, click YES for federal funding, and create a polygon for the entire disturbance footprint.  

• Standard SDWLP projects involving multiple disturbance footprints should conduct a review with a footprint that covers 
each disturbance footprint.  

 
Results  
The NHI Public Portal will pull data for the selected polygon(s) to determine if state or federally listed endangered species, habitats, 
or both are present and then return the findings.  
 

• If the results do not require further actions, print the Endangered Resources Preliminary Assessment summary and submit 
it to the SDWLP Environmental Review Specialist with or prior to the SDWLP Application submittal (including applications 
for LSL projects). If there are no resources present, Item 1 of the SDWLP environmental review is completed. 

 

• If the results do require further actions to ensure compliance, DO NOT WAIT TO FOLLOW UP. Either contact the SDWLP 
Environmental Review Technician (email with a PDF of the public portal finding attached) as soon as possible or request a 
full Endangered Resources Review (ERR) from the DNR by submitting the ERR Request Form 1700-047. 

o If you choose to submit the Form 1700-047, SDWLP Environmental Review Technician will need a copy ERR 
Request Form 1700-047 and its corresponding response, including any construction requirements, prior to closing.  

 

Further actions will be required to ensure compliance if the portal returns this message: 
 

 
 

 

Using the Surface Water Data Viewer- Creating Topo & Surface Water maps 

 

To draw a polygon for the project’s disturbance footprint(s): 
1. Click on the “Draw & Measure” tab then locate the “Draw on Map” tool and expand its list 
2. Click the drop down on the “Draw” Tab to select the “Polygon”  
3. Draw a custom shape on the map consistent with the plans and specs 
4. Double click to finish the shape 

 

http://dnr.wi.gov/Aid/EIF.html
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To create a U.S. Geological Survey Topographic (USGS Topo) map: 
1. Click “Show Layers” to access its list 

 
2. Check the box for “Base Maps” and expand its list  
3. Check the boxes for “Digital Topographic Map”  

 

 
4. Check the box for “Administrative, Political & Cadastral and expand its list 
5. Check the box for “PLSS” and expand its list, ensure that “Township and Section” checked 

 

 
 
 

To create the Floodplain map: 
1. Click “Show Layers” to access its list 
2. Click the “All Available Layers” menu to expand its list 
3. Select “Floodplain Information” layer 

 

To create the Wetland/Waterway map: 
1. Click “Show Layers” to access its list 
2. Click the “All Available Layers” menu to expand its list 
3. Select “Wetland & Wetland Indicators” layer 
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Examples of Completed Maps: 
 

USGS Topographic Map: 

 
 

Floodplain Map: 

 
 

Wetland Map: 
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