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The mission of the Friends of Wisconsin State Parks
is to preserve, protect and enhance Wisconsin’s
state parks, forests, trails and recreation areas for
future generations. FWSP accomplishes this mission
by strengthening its network of local Friends groups
and by enhancing the relationship between the
DNR and partner groups.



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
ROGER PUTNAM II

We at Friends of Wisconsin State

Parks are proud to bring you another
unbelievable annual calendar for
your enjoyment. The FWSP calendar
reminds us what an amazing resource
we have in our state park system.

I’d like to extend a heartfelt thanks

to those who stayed up late, got up
early or braved the elements to snap
the perfect photographs you are about to enjoy. Our Friends
submitted a record number of eye-popping photos. To

view more, please visit our website at FWSP.org. | think you’ll
understand just how difficult it was choosing the “winners.”

We also would like to thank FWSP board members, staff
and those who produce Wisconsin Natural Resources
magazine. Our partnership with the magazine allows us to
share this fabulous calendar with tens of thousands of their
subscribers.

Friends of Wisconsin State Parks is entering an exciting
new year. We hosted our first annual "Our Friends” summit in
October to better identify what our 80-plus Friends groups
around the state expect from FWSP and how we can
improve our services to them. We are actively reaching
out to businesses and associations who share our mission of
preserving, protecting and promoting parks and trails and
we are asking them to confribute financially to the effort
with fantastic results. We’ve established and are growing an
FWSP Endowment Fund and are increasing our investments
in naturalist education programs statewide.

Happy challenges remain as we seek more diversity within
FWSP and the opportunity to grow our organization. Join us
now for an exciting future in support of Wisconsin state parks,
forests and trails.
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Join us in 2014!

Since 1996, FWSP has grown to over 80 local Friends groups and
a general membership from across Wisconsin and beyond. These
groups and individuals contribute their time, energy and talents
to preserve and improve the state properties they cherish. The
dedication and enthusiasm of Friends members is crucial to the
success of the state parks, forests, trails and recreation areas
now and for future generations. Friends members are active and
engaged in activities throughout the year and offer events and
volunteer opportunities at properties around the state. You can
support this work by joining the Friends of Wisconsin State Parks. A
list of all local Friends groups is on the back of this calendar.

For more information, please visit FWSP.org

2013 Gold Seal Award Winners

. Best RV Camping: Governor Dodge State Park

. Best View from a Tower: Peninsula State Park

. Best Place for Dog Walking: Whitefish Dunes State Park

. Best Place to Explore Nature: Richard Bong State Recreation Area
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. Best Historical Restoration Project: Heritage Hill State Park -
Fort Howard Guard House

(2]

. Best Informational Kiosk: Stower Seven Lakes State Trail
7. Best Friends Group Website: Newport Wilderness Society

8. Most Challenging Hiking Trail: Kettle Moraine State Forest -
Pike Lake Unit - Brown Trail to the Tower

9. Best Place to Hold a Family Reunion: Wyalusing State Park
10. Best Place to Hear an Owl: Governor Thompson State Park
The Friends of Wisconsin State Parks congratulates the 2013
Gold Seal Award winners. Every year, park visitors vote for their

favorite parks in 10 categories. These parks are then honored at
the FWSP annual meeting and awards banquet in October.







It’'s a new year!

The first month of the year
brings new resolutions and
new goals. It is a terrific time

of the year to be outside and
get healthy and there is no
better place than Wisconsin’s
state parks, forests, trails and
recreation areas! The Friends
of Wisconsin State Parks offer a
convenient way to purchase
your 2014 state park admission
stickers and state trail passes
as part of gift packages
through FWSP’s online store.
The packages offered include
the 2014 FWSP calendar, a
subscription to Wisconsin
Natural Resources magazine
or a great new cookbook,
“Easy Campfire Cooking.”
Annual state park stickers and
trail passes are valid for the
entire calendar year at all state
properties.

With snow most likely
blanketing the state, January
is also a great time to take
photos for FWSP’s annual photo
contest. Start getting your
portfolio ready for this year’s
contest by capturing some
wonderful winter images!

What else is happening
this month?

Don’t forget to check out

the winter candlelight events
held at the state parks around
Wisconsin. You can also join or
renew your membership with
FWSP for 2014.
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Blue Mound State Park — Photo by Korbin Berg

JANUARY 2014
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Keep backyard bird
feeders full
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Whitetail bucks shed
antlers
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Ice safety.
Four inches minimum
for walking
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Bald eagle viewing
along Mississippi River.
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Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
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Stay informed
Explore dnr.wi.gov.
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Mark your calendar!

Starting in January and
continuing into March,

the Friends of Wisconsin

State Parks sponsor many
winter candlelight events

on weekends throughout
Wisconsin. Park Friends groups
help park staff with the events
which may include lighted
trails for classic- and skate-
style cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and hiking. There
are usually fires to warm up
by and the Friends may sell
concessions with proceeds
going fo benefit the parks.
Don’t forget to take your
valentine to a candlelight
event in February!

Friends groups and
volunteers also assist park staff
by grooming trails during winter.
Whether they are grooming
trails for cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing or hiking, the
Friends help keep the trails in
the best condition possible for
winter enthusiasts.

What else is happening
this month?

Friends groups may also help
put on cross-country ski clinics,
races and other special winter
events.
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Interstate State Park — Photo by Erik Barstow

FEBRUARY 2014

THURSDAY
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2

Groundhog Day

3

4

Black bear cubs being
born

9
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Valentine's
Day

15

16
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Presidents’ Day

18

19
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Friends of Wesconsin State Parnks

25
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28

www.fwsp.org
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Harrington Beach State Park — Photo by Peter Nelson

MARCH 2014
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Fishing licenses on
sale soon.

Ash Wednesday

Daylight Saving Time
Begins

10

Bald eagles migrating,

11

12

13 14 15

Maple sap running soon.

16

O

17

St. Patrick's Day

18

19

20 21 22

Build and clean bluebird
houses

Spring Begins

23

U

24

30
°

31

Friends of Wesconsin State Parke

25

26

Robins and bluebirds
arriving.

27 28 29
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1

April Fool's Day

2

3

Peninsula State Park — Photo by Paul Schultz

APRIL 2014

FRIDAY SATURDAY

5

4

6

7

8

10

11 12

Canada geese and bald
eagles nesting.

13

Palm Sunday

14

Passover Begins
at Sundown

15

Tax Day O

16

Walleyes spawning

17

18 19

Good Friday

20

Easter

21

22

Earth Day O

23

24

25 26

Arbor Day

27

28

Friends of Wesconsin State Parks

29

30

Crappies move into

shallow waters







Rock Island State Park — Photo by Tim Sweet

MAY 2014
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Orioles arriving from
Central America

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Lilacs blooming.

Mother's Day O Armed Forces Day

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Monarch butterflies
arriving.

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Deer fawns born and
standing within an hour
after birth.

Memorial Day

Friends of Weisconsin State Parks www.fwsp.org






Get outdoors!

With the day when summer
officially begins, June is

an excellent month to get
outdoors and there is no

better time than the first full
weekend. Saturday, June 7 is
National Trails Day and Sunday,
June 8 is State Park Open
House Day. These two days are
also “Free Fishing Weekend”

in Wisconsin. Many state park
properties may offer programs
during these two days,
including guided hikes, nature
programs and fishing clinics.

During summer, many Friends
groups sell concessions and
rent canoes, kayaks, boats
and bicycles at the parks.
Firewood and ice are also
often sold by Friends groups
with all of the proceeds staying
at the property. If you’re
exploring the parks and need
some equipment or supplies,
make sure to stop by the park
concessions.

What else is happening
this month?

Some of the most popular
programs at the parks are
nightly campfire talks, sing-
alongs and visits by Smokey
Bear. Friends members and
volunteers help out the
parks by bringing in singers
and musicians, or by even
performing themselves!
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Newport State Park — Photo by Susan Braun
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Enjoy the parks!

July is one of the most popular
camping times in Wisconsin
and many Friends members
generously volunteer as
campground hosts for the
summer. Campground hosts
camp in the parks for several
weeks and greet and assist
campers with information
about the parks, help with daily
campground maintenance
and make sure that campers
enjoy their stay.

Starting in late June and
continuing into August,
everyone can vote on the
Friends of Wisconsin State Parks
Gold Seal and HERO awards.
Voters can pick their favorite
park for 10 “Best of” categories.
The winning properties are
honored at the annual Friends
Awards Banquet in October.
Help recognize your favorite
property by going to FWSP.org
this month and placing your
vote!

What else is happening
this month?

Don’t forget to check out one
of the Universe in the Park
events this summer. State parks
and forests also offer many
reservable shelters and are
popular places to hold family
reunions, birthday parties and
weddings!
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Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest — Photo by Brook Burling

JULY 2014

FRIDAY

Independence Day

SATURDAY

6

2

9

Goldfinches, the last
birds to nest, gather
thistle down

10

11
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13

14

15

16

17
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Skamania steelhead
troutimove into Lake
Michigan tributaries.

19

20

21
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Explore a Wisconsin
state park

27

28

Deer antlers nearing
peak size

Friends of Wesconsin State Parke

29

30

31

Wisconsin State Fair
begins!







Mark your calendar!

Throughout the summer
Universe in the Park programs
are scheduled at park
properties around the state.
Astronomers travel to different
parks to set up telescopes

for viewing the night sky and
to give presentations on our
spectacular solar system.
Friends groups will often plan
additional events to coincide
with Universe in the Park
programs.

Wisconsin’s state parks,
forests, trails and recreation
areas are also popular places
for special events such as
marathons, bike competitions,
triathlons and endurance
races. Friends groups help park
staff plan for and organize
these events throughout the
summer. Wisconsin state trails
are also very popular for family
bike rides this time of year!

What else is happening
this month?

The end of August brings the
FWSP photo contest to a close.
Don’t miss your chance to
submit your best photos or to
vote for your favorite parks for
FWSP’s Gold Seal awards.
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SUNDAY

Mirror Lake State Park — Photo by Chong Wu

SEPTEMBER 2014

MONDAY
1

Labor Day

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

2

3

4

FRIDAY

5

SATURDAY

6

10

11

Patriot Day

12

13

14

Whitetail bucks shed
velvet

15

16

17

18

Oaks are raiging
acorns

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Fall leaf color show

Friends of Weisconsin State Parks
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Pewits Nest State Natural Area — Photo by Dan Thoftne
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1

2

FRIDAY

3

Yom Kippur
Begins at Sundown

SATURDAY

4

5

6

10

11

12

Snakes disappear
into winter dens

13

Columbus Day

14

15

16

17

18

Black bears begin
hibernating
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Tundra swans arriving
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27

Friends of Wesconsin State Parks
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Halloween

www.fwsp.org






Support local
Friends groups!

November is always a time to
reflect and give thanks. Many
of the new facilities at the
parks are thanks to the work

of the Friends groups and the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Program which supports
natural resource protection
and nature-based outdoor
recreation in Wisconsin. Friends
groups raise money to come
up with matching funds so they
can apply for grants through
the Stewardship Program that
will aid in habitat restoration
and the construction of
recreational facilities.

Previous Friends projects
include the construction
of shelters, playground
equipment, boardwalks,
trails, accessible cabins and
interpretive exhibits. The
grants have also provided
funding for invasive species
removal, prairie and woodland
restoration and pond
reconstruction. Nov. 15 is the
deadline for applying for
Friends Stewardship grants.

What else is happening
this month?

Don’t forget about the

nature programs and events
happening at the parks
throughout the fall and winter.
Check out the Wisconsin State
Park System nature programs
and events schedule for a
complete list of events. Visit
dnr.wi.gov and search “Get
Outdoors.”

Wildcat Mountain State Park — Photo by Stacey Post
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1

November is the
cloudiest month

2

Daylight Saving Time
Ends

3

Election Day

5

Where's your blaze
orange gear?

9

10
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Veteran's Day
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Opening day of
regular gun-deer
hunting season.
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Join us!

December brings time to
spend with friends and family,
and gives us a chance to look
back at the year gone by and
to plan for the one ahead.
Just in time for the holidays,
the Friends of Wisconsin State
Parks also offer online sales of
state park admission stickers
and state trail passes as part of
gift packages through FWSP’s

SUNDAY

Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest — Photo by Charlotte Daniels

DECEMBER 2014

MONDAY
1

2015 Wisconsin state
park stickers available

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

3

Hang suet and stock
bird feeders.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

online store. 7

Get yourself ready for 2015
by getting your park sticker
beginning Dec. 1, 2014. Be
sure to check out all the
new store items this year at
FWSP.org.

During winter, friends

10

11

Get snowblowers and
shovels ready

12

13

members and volunteers help 14
out the state park properties

by grooming trails and getting

the parks ready for winter

enthusiasts.

What else is happening

15

16

Hanukkah Begins
at Sundown

17

18

19

20

this month?

December is the perfect 2 1
time to join or renew your

membership with the Friends of
Wisconsin State Parks. A list of

all local Friends groups is on the

back of this calendar. Winter

Begins

22

23

24

25

Christmas Day

26

Kwanzaa Begins

27

28

29

Friends of Wesconsin State Parks

30

31

New Year's Eve
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THANK YOU!

More than 80 local Friends groups join with the Friends of Wisconsin State Parks and other volunteers to work together to preserve,
protect and enhance the state parks, trails, recreation areas and forests around Wisconsin by providing on-the-ground work,
monetary support, and advocacy for our most special places. Our park properties simply would not be what they are today

without the continued help and support of all our Friends and volunteers!

You can join the Friends of Wisconsin State Parks online at fwsp.org

The Friends of Wisconsin State Parks include:

Black River Forest Trail Foundation

Bong Naturalist Association

Brilion Nature Center Association

Chiwaukee Prairie Preservation Fund

Equestrian Friends of Governor Knowles
State Forest

Friends of the “400" Trail

Friends of the Ahnapee State Trall

Friends of Aztalan State Park

Friends of the Badger Trail

Friends of Big Foot Beach State Park

Friends of the Bird Sanctuary

Friends of Blue Mound State Park

Friends of Buckhorn State Park

Friends of Cadiz Springs

Friends of Capital Springs Recreation
Area

Friends of Cedarburg Bog State Natural
Area

Friends of the Chippewa River Trail

Friends of Copper Falls State Park

Friends of Council Grounds State Park

Friends of Crex

Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park

Friends of the Elroy-Sparta Trail

Friends of the Fox River Trail

Friends of the Friendship Trail

Friends of the Glacial Drumlin Trail

Friends of Governor Dodge State Park

Friends of Governor Thompson State Park

Friends of the Hank Aaron Tralil

Friends of Harrington Beach State Park

Friends of Hartman Creek State Park

Friends of Havenwoods State Forest

Friends of High CIliff State Park

Friends of Horicon Marsh International
Education Center

Friends of Interstate Park

Friends of the Kettle Moraine

Friends of Kohler-Andrae State Park

Friends of Lake Kegonsa State Park

Friends of Lake Wissota State Park

Friends of Lakeshore State Park

Friends of Lapham Peak

Friends of MacKenzie Environmental
Center

Friends of McGilvray Road

Friends of the Mead-McMillan

Friends of the Military Ridge Tralil

Friends of Mill Bluff State Park

Friends of Mirror Lake State Park

Friends of the Mountain Bay State Trail

Friends of New Glarus Woods State Park

Friends of the Old Abe Trail

Friends of Pattison and Amnicon

Friends of Peninsula State Park

Friends of Perrot State Park

Friends of Pike Lake

Friends of Point Beach State Forest

Friends of Potawatomi State Park

Friends of the Red Cedar State Trail

Friends of Rib Mountain State Park

Friends of Roche-A-Cri State Park

Friends of Rock Island State Park

Friends of Sandhill

Friends of Stower Seven Lakes State Trail

Friends of Stonefield and Nelson Dewey

Friends of the Sugar River Trall

Friends of the Tuscobia State Trail

Friends of Vernon Marsh Wildlife Area

Friends of the Wild Goose Trail (Dodge
County Parks)

Friends of Whitefish Dunes State Park

Friends of the White River Trail

Friends of Wyalusing State Park

Friends of Yellowstone Lake State Park

Great River State Trail Friends

Heritage Hill Foundation

Kettle Moraine Natural History Association

La Crosse River State Trall, Inc.

Merrick State Park TURTLES

Mirror Lake Association

Navarino Nature Center, Inc.

New Glarus Depot Preservation Society

Newport Wilderness Society

Seth Peterson Cottage Conservancy

Willow River OWLS

Eric Hale Photo Design
414-875-7297
www.erichalephoto.com

PHOTO
DESIGN

of Wisconsin State Parks

For membership information, contact
Patty Loosen at 608.264.8994 or
patricia.loosen@wisconsin.gov

or visit fwsp.org

Friends of Wisconsin State Parks
P.O. Box 2271
Madison, WI 53701-2271

To subscribe

to Wisconsin
Natural Resources
magazine, visit us
online at wnrmag.
com or call
1-800-678-9472

Printed in Wisconsin on recycled paper using soy-based inks.
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