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October 30, 2009 
 
 Subject:  Status of Rest Lake Dam Environmental Analysis 
 
Dear Concerned Citizen: 
 
As you likely know, the Department of Natural Resources (Department) has been collecting environmental data 
and working with local stakeholders concerning operation of the Rest Lake Dam.  During our early investigation 
of dam operations, many of the issues identified by stakeholders were focused on the effects to fish spawning 
habitat for a small stretch of the river below the dam.  Over more recent years, our evaluation was broadened to 
include a much wider range of environmental issues associated with the Manitowish River system.  The purpose 
of this letter is to provide an update on our progress in developing the environmental analysis for this project.  
 
Last year, we indicated that we were planning to submit an environmental analysis for public comment during the 
summer months of 2009.  Earlier this summer it became evident we needed to collect additional data related to 
potential effects on important resources on the chain and river from different possible dam operating regimes.  
That work will continue into this fall.  The Department also is working with the United States Geological Service 
(USGS) on a study that will provide a better understanding of the Manitowish system water budget.  Lastly, we 
also made a previous commitment not to release the analysis for public review once seasonal residents began to 
leave for the year.  For these reasons, we will not be able to finish the analysis and provide copies for public 
review until next year. 
 
This work remains a high priority for the Department.  However, the size and complexity of this system is 
requiring considerable time to properly evaluate.  We are committed to taking the time necessary to gather critical 
information for the analysis as this will aid us in making an informed permitting decision.  For updates on the 
environmental analysis and current operations of the dam, we encourage you to continue to visit the following 
website:  http://dnr.wi.gov/org/gmu/upwis/restlakedam/index.htm 
 
We appreciate your understanding and patience as we carefully evaluate this complex water issue.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Jon Simonsen, Environmental Analysis and Review Specialist, at (715) 365-8916. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Gozdzialski 
Northern egion Director 
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