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the early 1990s, the state legislature funded an experi-
mental release in the Clam Lake area of Ashland
County, and then- Governor Tommy Thompson pro-

vided partial funding for the project in the state budget.

In 1994, a four-year study to be carried out
under the direction of Dr. Ray Anderson of the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point was approved
by the DNR. The study was considered experimen-
tal in that if the elk were found to be detrimental to

sists of 288 square miles of mixed conifer, upland hard-
woods and cedar swamps. The area also contains sev-
eral hundred acres of openings including the Navy
ELF communication line, which runs through the
heart of the range. The core range lies entirely within
the Great Divide Ranger District of the
Chequamegon-Nicolet. Surrounding the core range is
another 824 square miles of buffer range. The buffer
range is a mix of National forest, county and state for-

Elk can be seen in many habitats throughout
their range. Best viewing times are dawn and dusk.
The most popular viewing period is September and
October during the mating season when elk are often
feeding in openings. Summer observations are possi-
ble, but heavy leaf cover makes viewing more difficult.

The map highlights routes with a possibility of
sighting elk. Wildlife viewers may access these routes
at any point. It is a good idea to use a National Forest;
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