ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FOR HARVESTING HAY ON DNR LAND
July 2012

What you can do to prevent a wildfire from starting

* @Get an early start. Mowing and harvesting operations should be conducted during the
morning hours. After 12 noon, temperatures rise, humidity drops, and winds increase —
prime wildfire conditions.

* Keep equipment clean and free of debris. Use an air compressor to blow all dust off
machinery. Clean belly pans before you head out.

* Inspect equipment to make sure there aren't any parts rubbing or bearings going out that
could cause friction and create a spark.

* Make sure spark arresters are in place as required and in proper working order.

* Repair fluid leaks immediately.

* Take frequent breaks to give bearings a chance to cool down and to check for debris trapped
near heat sources and clear it away.

* Park on bare ground when fueling equipment. Use recommended fuels and do not ‘top off’
fuel tanks.

* Hot exhaust pipes and mufflers can easily start fires that you may not see until it’s too late!.

* When bailing hay, remove any loose hay trapped around rollers — the friction can build up
heat and start a fire.

* Take the wind into consideration when harvesting crops. If a fire did start from equipment,
it would be better to have it burn in the cut material where it will do less damage and be
easier to suppress than in your standing crop. Working into the unharvested crop and the
wind will also help keep air filters and equipment a bit cleaner since the crop dust and debris
will blow into the already harvested area. This may mean that it will take longer to harvest
the field, but you've reduced the risk and minimized the amount of damage that may occur
to you, your equipment, and the crop.

What you can do to help prevent the spread of weeds on DNR land
* To minimize the spread of weeds, prior to moving equipment onto and off of a DNR area,
clean the exterior of your equipment using the most practical method: scraping, brushing,
washing, high pressure air, etc.
* Use high pressure air to remove dust and chaff from the working parts of haying equipment;
this will help minimize the spread of weeds while helping to reduce the chance of starting a
wildfire.
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