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Exhibit K 



This summary was compiled doing a side by side comparison of the SEWRPC Housing 

Study recommendations with the recommendations adopted by Waukesha County, 

October 2014 

By Kori Schneider Peragine, Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council and SEWRPC 

Regional Housing Study Advisory Committee member 

 

The following is a list of recommendations Waukesha County did not adopt: 

Affordable Housing 

·        It is recommended that the Governor and State Legislature develop a new funding strategy that 

would eliminate or reduce the heavy reliance on property taxes to fund schools and local 

government services to help reduce housing costs and to help address concerns by school district 

and municipal officials that lower-cost housing is not as beneficial as higher cost housing for 

school district and municipal revenues. 

·        Local government should reduce or waive impact fees for new single and multi family 

development that meets the affordability threshold for lot and home size, in accordance with 

section 66.0617(7) of the Wisconsin Statutes, which allows local governments to provide an 

exemption or to reduce impact fees for land development that provides low-cost housing. 

Fair Housing/Opportunity 

·        Concerns have been raised that the conditional use process can be used to prevent multifamily 

residential development through excessive conditions of approval or the length of the review 

period.  Multifamily residential uses should be identified as principal uses in zoning districts that 

allow multifamily residential development, subject to criteria identified in the ordinance.   

·        Funding should be maintained for organizations that advocate for fair housing to continue public 

informational programs aimed at increasing awareness of fair housing rights and anti-

discrimination laws and assessing the procedures utilized by agencies charged with the 

administration and enforcement of housing laws, to ensure that all complaints of discrimination 

are fairly and expeditiously processed. 

·        It is recommended that programs to help low income families who wish to move to less 

impoverished areas be established by counties and communities in the Region to help reduce the 

concentration of minorities in high poverty central city neighborhoods.  Assistance could help in 

finding suitable housing, work, enrolling children in school, and other services.  Such a program 

could be established as part of a regional voucher program.  It is recommended that the Governor 

and State Legislature provide state funding to help establish and administer these programs, 

typically referred to as assisted housing mobility programs. 

Jobs/Housing Balance 



·        Amend the State law to prohibit the creation of new TIF districts in communities with a 

jobs/housing imbalance, as determined by a statewide jobs/housing balance analysis conducted 

by a state agency, unless the TIF proposal includes documented steps that will be taken to reduce 

or eliminate the jobs/ housing imbalance.  Examples of provisions to reduce or eliminate 

jobs/housing imbalance include use of the one-year TIF district extension…to fund affordable 

housing; development of a mixed use project that includes affordable housing as part of the TIF 

district; contributions to a Housing Trust fund or other funding for the development of affordable 

housing; and/or amendments to community plans and regulations that remove barriers to the 

creation of new affordable housing which would address the jobs/housing imbalance.  To avoid 

the creation of a TIF district that would cause a jobs/housing imbalance, State law should also be 

amended to require TIF proposals  to include an analysis of the number and wages of jobs likely 

to be created as the result of the TIF in relation to the cost of housing in the community, and to 

include steps to address any potential jobs/housing  imbalance identified through the analysis. 

·        SEWRPC should work with local governments, through its Advisory Committees for 

Transportation System Planning and Programming …to establish revised criteria that include 

jobs/housing balance  and provision of transit for the selection of projects to be funded with 

Federal Highway Administration Surface Transportation Program – Milwaukee Urbanized Area 

funding and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement program funding, and for the 

inclusion in the Transportation Improvement Program  (TIP). 

·        The WI Department of Workforce Development should develop a method to document the 

number of migrant agricultural workers that come to the Region without a work agreement to 

help quantify the potential need for temporary housing for workers and their families. 

Accessible Housing 

·        It is recommended that public funding be maintained for Independent Living Centers to continue 

providing services to persons with disabilities. 

Subsidized and Tax Credit Housing 

·        Establish a regional Housing Trust Fund for Southeastern WI (HTF-SW)  with a focus on 

county-specific policy goals that will help achieve the objectives of the Regional Plan, e.g. to 

assist in the acquisition of land and development of affordable housing.  Addressing the region’s 

housing needs will require greater public sector coordination, greater private sector participation, 

and interjurisdictional collaboration that address both the supply side of the equation and the 

demand side.   The foundation of the HTF-SW could be formed initially through the merger of 

the existing HTF of the City of Milwaukee and the Milwaukee County Special Needs HTF, and 

the Milwaukee County Inclusive Housing Fund, and expanded to communities in other counties, 

and ultimately all 7 counties in the Southeastern WI region.   A combined fund could ease the 

administrative burden for applicants, spread the funding burden across larger population and tax 

bases, raise the profile and scale of the fund, and have more potential to attract donors. 

  



The following is a list of recommendations adopted but modified or lessened form the 

original Regional Housing Study’s recommendations: 

·        [RHS read]: State, County and affected local governments should work to fully implement the 

public transit element of the 2035 regional transportation system plan in order to provide better 

connectivity between affordable housing and job opportunities.  Job-ride shuttle services should 

be maintained or established to provide transportation options to major employment centers as an 

interim measure until public transit is made available. [WC’s recommendation reads instead]: 

State,  County and affected local governments should work to provide better connectivity 

between affordable housing and job opportunities through transportation options to major 

employment centers. 

·        [Waukesha County’s recommendation does not include part of the final sentence in 

italics/underlined which was in the RHS]: In order to provide housing for very low income 

households, communities should develop partnerships with nonprofit organizations to provide 

affordable housing, and/or assist in assembling small parcels, remediation brownfields, and 

disposing of publicly-owned parcels at a reduced cost for development of new affordable 

housing. 
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Exhibit O 



File Number:  164-R-002 

ENROLLED RESOLUTION 164-11 

OPPOSITION TO INCLUDE WAUKESHA COUNTY IN THE REGIONAL TRANSIT 

AUTHORITY FOR SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN 

WHEREAS, the Governor and Legislators from Milwaukee, Kenosha and Racine counties have 

proposed legislation that creates a Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SERTA) to improve 

bus and rail service in Milwaukee, Kenosha and Racine counties; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal of any legislation that authorizes the creation of a new type of 

Regional Transit Authority known as an Interim Regional Transit Authority (IRTA), which is a 

public body corporate and politic, which IRTA may be established by a municipality or county in 

the counties of Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, Racine and Waukesha; and 

WHEREAS, the SERTA must assume responsibility for providing transit service and transit 

planning within the jurisdiction covered by the IRTA, when defined revenue thresholds are met; 

and

WHEREAS, an IRTA may generate revenue by imposing a local motor vehicle registration fee, 

levying a room tax of up to 8 percent, imposing a sales and use tax, or charging a membership 

fee to the participating political subdivision of the IRTA; and 

WHEREAS, Waukesha County has limited public transit services which does not include 

planned routes for commuter rail; and 

WHEREAS, Waukesha County has no potential for major property tax relief as is anticipated in 

the legislation for the current counties with extensive public transit systems; and 

WHEREAS, Waukesha County supports the governance of our local transit services by the 

County’s elected Board of Supervisors; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Waukesha County Board of Supervisors that 

Waukesha County not be included in any SERTA legislation unless the Waukesha County Board 

votes in the affirmative to participate.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Waukesha County could opt out of a regional transit 

agreement with one years notice.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk is instructed to send a copy of this 

resolution to all Southeastern Counties in the State of Wisconsin, all Senators and 

Representatives serving Waukesha County, the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning 

Commission and the Wisconsin Counties Association. 






