
Continuous Meter Upload 
 
Uploading continuous meter data is possible through using the SWIMS forms area. The 
system is customized to allow you to use the specific format in which your data is 
configured when it is downloaded form the unit. In some cases you will have to use the 
boxcar pro or similar software to export the data in text delimited or comma separated 
value (CSV) format.  
 
Step 1: Click on “add new” 
 

Step 2: Use the data entry wizard just like you would for the labslip area, identifying 
the project, collectors, station, and date of fieldwork: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Step 3: Enter any instantaneous data collected during unit deployment. New 
parameters will be added to this area to accommodate a wider range of instantaneous 
measures. These values are not required to upload your data. 

 
Step 4: Upload the file, document method and other information.  The data must be 
formatted correctly for a successful upload to SWIMS. The following pages show the 
correct format for your data. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A note on drift: Total Drift value is required for upload of dissolved oxygen data. Value may be 
positive or negative. The 2006-07 Guidance on Sondes Data Collection indicates that datasets 
with Total drift values > 1 mg/L or < -1 mg/L should not be loaded into SWIMS. However, the 
system will allow you to enter the total drift value of zero for situations where you have not 
collected total drift.   



Step 5a: Navigate to file (needs to be in correct format) 

 
 
 
Step 5b: Select the meter name for 
the unit you’ve used – this will tell 
the system which format to expect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5c: Select the method used- “Sondes” Guidance should be selected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your completed page should look something like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Step 6: Once you upload your data, the page will ask you to view the uploaded data: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 7: View your data to validate the results – make sure the tool worked correctly for 
your dataset by checking for minimums, maximums, and ‘does this make sense?’. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Reviewing Continuous Data in SWIMS 

 
Continuous data in swims looks like other fieldwork except that the detailed raw data that was 
uploaded is “hidden” upon opening the fieldwork event. These data are available for viewing or 
downloading.  
 
 
Reviewing Summary or Computed Values:  
 

 
 
 



The SWIMS continuous upload tool computes the following summary values if the data is 
included in the upload: 
 

 
 
Each Fieldwork Event will display all parameter values for raw data under the “L” Labslip 
or Sample Group magnifying glass:  
 

 
 
 
 
 



To download the Data,  “disable edit” and the download button will show:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Download the Data 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Using Excel “TOOLs” to enable “autofilter” 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Formats for Data Upload: 

Use this chart to find the correct format and columns and column order for uploading your data 
  Device Name Format Notes  
Temp Only       

  Onset Thermister  TXT comma delimited 

The txt file is the exported Excel text version 
of the dtf file using the ONSET export 
application.  

  Tidbit - C 
TXT tab delimited 
Celsius   

  Tidbit - F 
TXT tab delimited 
Fahrenheit    

Multi-Parameter       
  Aqua txt tab delimited   

  HydroSonde A 
csv file (comma 
delimited)   

 MiniHydro Sonde Txt tab delimited  

  YSI  
text comma delimited 
file   



Onset Thermister: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tidbit Celcius: 
 



Tidbit Farenheit:  
 

 
Aqua Unit  (Temp, DO)  
 



Hydrosonde  (CSV): 
 

 
MiniSonde (HydroSonde) 

 



 
YSI Unit:  
 

 


