
Recreation Demand



National Survey on Recreation 
and the Environment (NSRE)

• National Survey on Recreation and the Environment (NSRE). An 
Interagency National Survey Consortium, Coordinated by the USDA 
Forest Service, Recreation, Wilderness, and Demographics Trends 
Research Group, Athens, GA and the Human Dimensions Research 
Laboratory, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN. 

• Between 1994 and 2009, the National Survey of Recreation and the 
Environment (NSRE) was accomplished by interviewing approximately 
120,000 Americans aged 16 and over in random-digit-dialing telephone 
samplings. 



74 Different Recreation Uses collected in 
Wisconsin from 2004-2009

Sample size = 718



Top 10 Outdoor Recreation Activities  
2004 - 2009

Activity Wisconsin %

Walk for pleasure 87.7

Gardening or landscaping for pleasure 65.4

View/photograph natural scenery 65.3

Attend outdoor sports events 65.0

Family gathering outside 63.5

Visit nature centers, etc. 63.5

View/photograph other wildlife 57.9

Driving for pleasure 52.8

View/photograph wildflowers, trees, etc 52.4

Sightseeing 50.6



7 Categories

• Nature Based Land Activities

• Developed Setting Activities

• Water Based Activities

• Snow and Ice Based Activities

• Viewing / Learning Activities

• Individual Outdoor Sports Activities

• Team Sports Activities









Activity Wisconsin 
% Activity Wisconsin 

%

Walk for pleasure 85.8 Walk for pleasure 87.7

Family gathering outside 78.9 Gardening or landscaping for pleasure 65.4

View/photograph natural scenery 67.5 View/photograph natural scenery 65.3

Gardening or landscaping for pleasure 65.3 Attend outdoor sports events 65

Visit nature centers, etc. 65.3 Family gathering outside 63.5

Driving for pleasure 60.3 Visit nature centers, etc. 63.5

View/photograph other wildlife 57 View/photograph other wildlife 57.9

Attend outdoor sports events 56.9 Driving for pleasure 52.8

Picnicking 56.6 View/photograph wildflowers, trees, etc 52.4

Sightseeing 55.3 Sightseeing 50.6

2004-20091999-2004

Top 10 Comparison





More to come……

Reference document in January
Summaries starting in February
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