
11-12,000 years ago - 
Wisconsin Glaciation
Thousands of years prior to the 
arrival of Euro-American settlers, 
Sauk, HoChunk and earlier Native 
Americans lived, hunted, gathered, 
and made ceremonial use of this tract. 

1766 
Jonathan Carver makes 
contact with the “great 
town of the Saukies” 
(at current Sauk City)

1832-1833
Black Hawk conflict; the 
war gave the impetus to 
the US policy of Indian 
removal, in which Native 
American tribes were 
pressured to sell their lands 
and move west of the 
Mississippi River.

1837
Federal treaty to 
displace the 
Ho-Chunk Nation.

1838
The first land claims 
(within the 
BAAP boundaries) 
are made.

1842
Sauk Prairie 
surveyed

1840s-1870s
The pioneer period 
saw settlers occupy 
the land and establish 
the basics of rural 
community life, including 
town government, public 
schools, and churches.

1910-1942
The modern period 
of farm community 
development was 
characterized by the 
introduction of new 
crops; the use of 
gasoline engines; the 
purchase of gasoline 
powered tractors, autos 
and trucks; the telephone; 
improved rural roads; and 
electricity for light and water 
pumping.

1941
The Federal government 
announced plans for 
a $65,000,000 powder 
plant in the Merrimac area.

Dec. 7, 1941
Pearl Harbor

March 1942
Eviction of owners of 
lands condemned for 
the Badger Ordnance 
Works (comprising 138 
tracts, 10,565 acres)

January 1943
First propellant 
products produced 
at Badger

The photo above was taken by an official project photographer in
 May 1942 of the north half of the world's largest ammunition plant, 
under construction in Sauk County, Wisconsin. The Badger 
Ordnance Works is built on the terminal moraine and outwash plain
 of the glacier that stopped here about 12,000 years ago. This 
outwash plain is known as the Sauk Prairie named for the Sauk 
Indians that had a village of 90 homes where Sauk City is located 
today.

Sauk County Historical Society - 
Flickr - Badger Ordinance Works

Fire Station Housing

October 1945
Badger 
operations cease.

1951-1957
Korean War 
operations.

1966-1975
Vietnam War 
operations.

1997
US Defense Department 
decommissions Badger 
Army Ammunition Plant

Summer 1998
GSA releases “Preliminary Highest 
and Best Use Analysis” for BAAP 
property – including manufacturing, 
light industry, agriculture, recreation.

1999
Citizen coalition 
holds public 
forums on Badger 

July 2000
Sauk County creates 
21-member Badger 
Reuse Committee.  
Committee meets 
16 times.

July 2000
Sauk County creates 
21-member Badger 
Reuse Committee.  
Committee meets 16 times.

March 2001
Badger Reuse Plan 
finalized and endorsed 
by Reuse Committee

May 2001
Sauk County Board 
endorses Badger 
Reuse plan calling for 
Agriculture, Conservation 
and Education and little 
or no industrial use of BAAP.

June 2001
State of Wisconsin formally 
expresses interest in 
BAAP lands.

September 2001
Badger Intergovernmental 
Group (BIG) convenes 
to work out ownership 
agreements with GSA.

December 2002
NRB establishes 
Sauk Prairie Recreation 
Area and land transfers 
with Ho-Chunk.

March 2003
GSA releases final 
EIS for BAAP 
disposition.

June 2004
DNR formally requests 
NPS to receive surplus 
lands and convey them 
to state for park and 
recreation purposes.  
NPS approves request 
February, 2005.

September 2004
2,000 acres 
transferred 
to Dairy Forage 
Research Center.

March 2005
(Interim) Badger 
Oversight and 
Management 
Commission created.

March 2005
(Interim) Badger 
Oversight and 
Management 
Commission created.

June 2010
Quitclaim Deed 
recorded:  1,853.90 
acres conveyed to
DNR

April 2011
Quitclaim Deed 
recorded:  370.52 
acres conveyed to 
DNR
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View of Badger Looking South

View of Badger Looking East

Sauk Prairie Conservation 
Alliance - Vision for the Future
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On Badger Property looking at Devils Lake South Bluff
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