PUBLIC INPUT on the draft master plan and environmental impact statement for:

SAUK PRAIRIE RECREATION AREA

This document is designed to gather public feedback and comments on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ draft
Sauk Prairie Recreation Area (SPRA) master plan and environmental impact statement, which can be found at the DNR web
site: dnr.wi.gov and search for “Sauk Prairie Recreation Area.”

FEEDBACK ON SPECIFIC PARTS OF THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN.

RECREATION (see the summary or pages 17-29 of the draft master plan for more information).

1.

Regarding the proposed mix of recreation activities, | think:

() The mix of recreation activities proposed is appropriate.

() The following recreation activities should be added:

() The following recreation activities should be removed:

2. Regarding the proposed amount of opportunities for different recreation activities, | think:
() The amount of recreation opportunities proposed is about right.
() There should be more opportunities for these activities:
() There should be fewer opportunities for these activities:
3.  What other comments do you have regarding the proposed recreation activities? How could the proposed recreational
experiences be improved?
HABITAT MANAGEMENT (see the summary or pages 30-45 of the draft master plan for more information).
4. Regarding the mix of habitats proposed to be restored and managed, | think:
() The mix of habitats proposed to be restored and managed is appropriate.
() More emphasis should be placed on:
() Less emphasis should be placed on:
5. Regarding the mix of management techniques proposed to be used, | think:
() The mix of management techniques proposed is appropriate.
() More emphasis should be placed on:
() Less emphasis should be placed on:
() These management techniques should not be used:
6. What other comments do you have regarding the proposed restoration and management of habitats? What are your

thoughts regarding the proposed habitat management techniques?
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CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES (see the summary or pages 80-83 of the draft master plan for information).

7. Regarding the cultural and historic interpretive opportunities proposed, | think:

() The mix of proposed cultural and historic interpretive opportunities is appropriate.

() More emphasis should be placed on:

() Less emphasis should be placed on:

8.  What other comments do you have regarding the proposed cultural and historic interpretive opportunities? What do
you think visitors will be most interested in learning about the property?

POTENTIAL OUTCOMES (see the summary or pages 113-127 of the draft master plan for more information).

9. Environmental, ecological, and economic benefits may occur if the proposed master plan is implemented (e.g., larger
populations of rare grassland and savanna birds, more recreational opportunities for nearby residents and visitors, and
increased economic activity in the region). In addition, some adverse outcomes may result (e.g., the cost to restore
habitats and construct recreation facilities, smoke from the use of prescribed fire to control invasive species, and

increased traffic on local roads from visitors).

What are your thoughts on the description of potential effects that may result if the master plan is implemented?
Are there potential impacts that are not adequately explained? If so, how should they be described?

ALTERNATIVES (see the summary or pages 129-138 of the draft master plan for more information).

10. Different options to achieve the habitat and recreation goals for the property were evaluated. What are your thoughts
on the alternatives evaluated but not included in the final draft? Are there alternatives not selected that should be
included in the proposed management plan? If so, which ones and why?

FEEDBACK ON THE OVERALL DRAFT MASTER PLAN.

11. In developing the draft master plan, the DNR sought to
balance recreation experiences (including education and
interpretation of the property) and the conservation of
native habitats at Sauk Prairie Recreation Area. How do
you view the balance between recreation and
conservation in the proposed master plan?

12. What are your overall thoughts on the draft master plan?

00000

Far too much emphasis on recreation

Somewhat too much emphasis on recreation

About the right balance between conservation and recreation
Somewhat too much emphasis on conservation

Far too much emphasis on conservation

13. There are many aspects to this proposed master plan. Although the Department attempted to describe the proposed
recreational use and habitat management clearly, there may be portions that are confusing or unclear. What parts of
the master plan are confusing, missing, or need further explanation? What questions do you have?
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VISITING SAUK PRAIRIE RECREATION AREA.

Although SPRA opened to the public in April 2015, the property will be in a transition phase for many years to come. Other
than trails on some of the former roads, currently there are no amenities for visitors. The Department will initially focus its
limited staff and funds on continuing to clean up rubble and debris, filling the worst of the potholes, placing boundary signs,
and conducting other tasks to ensure that visitors have a safe experience.

14. Do you anticipate visiting the Sauk Prairie Recreation Area over the next 2 or 3 years?
(J Yes
(J No
() Don’t know

15. If “Yes” in which of the following recreation activities are you likely to participate? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

() Hiking or walking () Photography

() Recreational biking () General sightseeing

() Horseback riding () Automobile driving

(J Hunting () Cross country skiing or snowshoeing
() Deer () Snowmobiling
() Pheasant () Dual-sport motorcycle riding
() Turkey () Rocketry
() Small game () “Fat tire” bike riding
() Other () Running or conditioning

(J Trapping () Geocaching

(] Bird and other wildlife watching (] Other

16. If “No” which of the following might be reasons for not visiting? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

(J Nointerest (J lam concerned about safety

(J lintend to wait until more recreation (J ldon’tliveinthe area
opportunities are available () Don’t know

() 1don’t participate in the activities that are () Other

proposed here

17. What recreation opportunities should the DNR and partners focus on providing in the next 3 years?

FINAL THOUGHTS AND IDEAS.

18. What additional thoughts or comments would you like to share?

Zip code of primary residence: Name (Optional®):

* The Department will scan all responses, in their entirety (including names), and post on its web site
following the end of the public comment period so that everyone can read all of the comments received.
Thank you!
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What are the next steps?

Following the conclusion of the public review period for the draft master plan and environmental impact statement (EIS),
the Department will evaluate all the comments received and summarize them in a document that will be posted on the
DNR’s web site. In addition, all responses, letters, emails, and other communications received will be posted in their
entirety on the web site.

As with most draft master plans, the Department expects to receive a range of comments and suggested changes. Some
people may note errors and mistakes, while others may seek clarifying explanations or revisions to confusing sections.
Others may request changes to the substance of the draft plan — for example, different locations for facilities, expanded or
reduced opportunities for particular recreation activities, or different habitat outcomes or management strategies.
Department staff will carefully review these suggestions and requests and will revise the document as needed.

An accompanying document to the revised draft master plan and EIS will summarize the changes that were made based on
the public comments. If requested changes are not included in the revised version of the draft master plan and EIS, the
accompanying document will provide an explanation for why the proposed modifications were not incorporated.

If the public comments received on the draft document lead the Department to significantly change the proposed master
plan or assessment of impacts, the Department may conclude that this revised document should again be presented to the
public for a second review. However, if the modifications to the draft master plan and EIS are not substantial, then the
revised document (along with the summary of comments received and the explanation of modifications to the document)
will be forwarded to the Natural Resources Board for their consideration. The public can provide additional comments
directly to the Board as they review the draft plan.

How to participate in the final phase of the development of the Sauk Prairie Recreation Area master plan:

e Review the draft Master Plan and Environmental Impact Statement.

An on-line version is available at the DNR’s web site (dnr.wi.gov), search for keyword: Sauk Prairie Recreation Area.
Printed copies are available at the Sauk City, Prairie du Sac, and Baraboo libraries.

o Attend the public hearing.

A hearing for the Department to receive comments from the public on the draft master plan will be held
September 10, 2015 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the River Arts Center (105 Ninth Street, Prairie du Sac).
Materials describing the proposed master plan will be available for review starting at 4:00 p.m. In addition,
DNR staff will give a short overview of the proposed master plan at 5:00 p.m.

o Submit comments by September 25, 2015.

ON-LINE SURVEY (same as this survey):

dnr.wi.gov and search for “Sauk Prairie Recreation Area”

MAILING ADDRESS:

John Pohlman - LF/6
Wisconsin DNR

P.O. Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707-7921

EMAIL:
DNRsaukprairie@wisconsin.gov

Thank you for your interest in Sauk Prairie Recreation Area.
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