
2011 Wisconsin Hunting and Trapping Seasons
Get your regulations faster!
Visit dnr.wi.gov to view and print regulations up to one month before they are available in hard copy.

Some seasons may be subject to change. Consult the hunting regulation pamphlet(s) or dnr.wi.gov before going hunting. Pub WM-153-2011

DEER**

Bow	 September 17 - November 17 
	 November 28 - January 8, 2012
Gun	 November 19 - November 27
Muzzleloader	 November 28 - December 7
Youth Deer Hunt  	 October 8 - October 9
Statewide Antlerless Hunt	 December 8 - December 11
October Antlerless Hunt for 
CWD and other authorized units 	October 13 - October 16**

** Check the 2011 Wisconsin Deer Hunting Regulations for a 
complete set of dates and units, including CWD units.

SMALL GAME
Cottontail Rabbit
Northern Zone 	 September 17 - February 29, 2012
Southern Zone 	 October 15 (noon) - February, 29 2012

Squirrels, Gray and Fox
Statewide 	 September 17 - January 31, 2012

GAME BIRDS
Pheasant
Statewide	 October 15 (noon) - December 31

Bobwhite Quail
Statewide 	 October 15 (noon) - December 7

Ruffed Grouse
Zone A	 September 17 - January 31, 2012
Zone B	 October 15 - December 8

Sharptailed Grouse
	 October 15 - November 6

Hungarian Partridge
Statewide*	 October 15 (noon) - December 31

* Closed in Clark, Marathon and Taylor counties

Crow
	 January 18 - March 20
	 September 17 - November 17

MIGRATORY BIRDS
Woodcock
	 September 24 - November 7

Mourning Dove
Statewide	 September 1 - November 9

WATERFOWL
Youth Waterfowl Hunt	 September 17 - 18

Canada Goose
Early Goose Season	 September 1 - 15
Exterior Zone	 North	 September 16 - December 9
	 South	 September 16 - October 9 &
		  October 15 - December 14
Mississippi River Subzone	 September 24 - October 2 &
		  October 15 - December 29
Horicon Zone	 Period 1	 September 16 - October 30
	 Period 2	 October 31 - December 16

Snow, Blue, and Ross Geese, and Brant
Same as the Canada goose zone or subzone in which you are 
hunting

White-Fronted Geese
Exterior Zone	 North	 September 16 - December 9
	 South	 September 16 - October 9 &
		  October 15 - December 14
Mississippi River Subzone	 September 24 - October 2 &
		  October 15 - December 29
Horicon Zone		  September 20 - December 16

Ducks
Northern Zone		  September 24 - November 22
Southern Zone		  October 1 - 9 &
		  October 15 - December 4
Mississippi River Zone	 September 24 - October 2 &
		  October 15 - December 4

TURKEY
Youth Turkey Hunt	 April 9 - 10

Open Zones
Spring	 Period A	 April 13 - 17
	 Period B	 April 20 - 24
	 Period C	 April 27 - May 1
	 Period D	 May 4 - 8
	 Period E	 May 11 - 15
	 Period F	 May 18 - 22
Fall		  September 17 - November 17

There is the possibility that the fall season will be extended for 
zones 1-5, from November 28 - December 31. See the 2011 
Wisconsin Small Game Hunting Regulations for details.

PROTECTED SPECIES
Hunting protected species such as badger, woodchuck, wolf, 
jackrabbit and flying squirrel is prohibited. See 2011 Small Game 
Regulations for more details.



Questions?
Call or visit our website to find a DNR Service Center near you:

1-888-WDNR INFO (1-888-936-7463) • local 608-266-2621.Staff are 
available 7 days a week from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.

dnr.wi.gov
Txhais lus Hmoob thoj hu tus xovtooj 1-888-936-7463. Muaj txhais lus 
Hmoob txhua hnub, Monday txog Sunday, 7:00 sawv ntxov 10:00 tsaus ntuj.

El personal también está disponible para asistir a clientes de habla hispana 
en nuestro número gratuito. El personal que habla español está disponible 7 
días a la semana a partir de la 7:00 de mañana hasta 10:00 p.m.

Permit Application Deadlines
Horicon Zone Goose Season	 August 1
Fall Turkey (paper application)	 August 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse	 August 1
Bobcat	 August 1
Otter  	 August 1
Fisher	 August 1
Spring Turkey (paper application)	 December 10
Bear	 December 10
Drawing Dates
Horicon Zone Goose Season	 Late August
Fall Turkey	 Late August
Sharp-tailed Grouse	 Mid-September
Bobcat	 Mid-September
Otter  	 Mid-September
Fisher	 Mid-September
Spring Turkey	 Late January
Bear	 Early February

To check your drawing status go to: 
dnr.wi.gov

Bobcat
Hunting and Trapping - Permits required
North of Hwy 64 Only	
Period 1	 October 15 - December 25
Period 2	 December 26 - January 31, 2012

Fisher
Trapping Only - Permits required
Various zones	 October 15 - December 31

Otter
Trapping Only - Permits required
North Zone	 November 5 - April 30, 2012
Central Zone	 November 5 - March 31, 2012
South Zone	 November 5 - March 31, 2012

Raccoon
Resident Hunting and Trapping	 October 15 - February 15, 2012
Non-resident Hunting and Trapping	 October 29 - February 15, 2012

Opossum, Skunk, Weasel, and Snowshoe Hare
No season limits, bag limits, size limits or possession limits.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment, 
programs, services, and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, 
please write to Equal Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

* The Department of Natural Resources is committed to serving people with 
disabilities. If you need this information in an alternative format, please call 
608-266-8204.

BEAR
Zone C where dogs are not permitted:
		  September 7 - October 11

All other zones where dogs are permitted:
		  September 7 - September 13
			   • with aid of dogs only

		  September 14 - October 4
			   • with aid of dogs
			   • with aid of bait
			   • with all other legal methods

		  October 5 - October 11
			   • with aid of bait
			   • with all other legal methods not 
			      utilizing dogs

FURBEARERS
Coyote
Hunting	

Continuous open season except closed in the northern Wisconsin 
wolf management zone during an October antlerless only firearm 
deer hunt, the regular gun deer, December antlerless only, and 
muzzleloader seasons. 

Trapping	 October 15 - February 15, 2012

Beaver
Trapping Only
Zone A (Northwest) 	 November 5 - April 30, 2012
Zone B (Northeast)	 November 5 - April 30, 2012
Zone C (South)	 November 5 - March 31, 2012
Zone D (Mississippi River)	 Day after duck season closes to 
	 March 15, 2012

Mink
Trapping Only
North Zone	 October 15 - February 29, 2012
South Zone	 October 29 - February 29, 2012
Winnebago Zone	 October 29 - March 15, 2012
Mississippi River Zone	 Begins the day after duck season 

closes or the second Monday in November, 
whichever comes first, and ends on February 29, 2012.

Muskrat
Trapping Only
North Zone	 October 15 - February 29, 2012
South Zone	 October 29 - February 29, 2012
Winnebago Zone 	 October 29 - March 15, 2012
Mississippi River Zone	 Begins the day after duck season 

closes or the second Monday in November, 
whichever comes first, and ends on February 29, 2012.

Fox, Red and Gray
Hunting and Trapping	 October 15 - February 15, 2012 


