$nsin

Are vou prepared
in the event of a wildfire?

See number details on back!

The most important person
in protecting a house from wildfire
is NOT a firefighter,
but the property owner.

WDNR Forest Fire Program Website

www.dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Fire

Firewise Website
www.firewise.org

For More Information
Contact your local
WDNR Forester-Ranger



Things you can do
to protect your home

1. Clean the roof and rain gutters regularly
keeping them free of twigs, leaves, and pine
needles. This kind of material can easily
ignite and spread fire to your home.

2. Remove all vegetation and flammable
materials from under and adjacent to your
deck. Burning embers can accumulate
under the deck and ignite your home.

3. Store firewood and other combustibles
at least 30 feet from all buildings.

4, Driveways should be 12 to 20 feet wide and provide
adequate space for fire trucks to turn around.
Don't forget to trim low, overhanging trees.

5. Mow and remove all dead grass, leaves, and needles
within a minimum of 30 feet from structures.
A short, green lawn provides a good fire break.

6. Address signs should be maintained
and clearly visible from the road.

7. Thin out trees and remove all debris within 30
- 100 feet of buildings. Trees should be at least 15
feet apart. Evergreens are especially flammable.
Consider replacing them with hardwoods or
thinning farther away from buildings.

8. Prune lower tree branches within 6 feet
of the ground. Remove all dead branches
and those that extend over your roof.

¥ Contact local officials for burning permit
requirements or visit the WDNR website at
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/fire/burning-rp.htm.
As always, people are encouraged to opt for
safer and more environmentally-friendly
choices like chipping, composting, recycling,
and creating brush piles for wildlife habitat.
Burning should be your last alternative.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in
its employment, programs, services, and functions under an Affirmative Action
Plan. If you have any questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Office,
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

This publication is available in alternative format (large print, Braille,
audiotape, etc.) upon request. Please call 608/267-7494 for more information.
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