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Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Brule River State Forest

6250 S. Ranger Rd

Brule, WI 54820

715-372-5678

Offi ce located 1 mine south of US 2

Hours: 7:75 – 4:30 (except holidays and weekends)

Brule 
River

Forest Rules
This information is intended to help you during your visit 
to the state forest. For complete rules and regulations, see 
Chapter NR45, Wisconsin Administrative Code or contact 
the Ranger.

State Property—Do not remove, deface, or destroy any natu-
ral growth or enter any locked or any area posted closed. 
The public use areas are open from 6:00 AM to 11:00 PM

Vehicle Admission Sticker—A vehicle admission sticker 
must be attached to the windshield by it’s own adhesive 
when a motor vehicle is operated in Forest Campgrounds 
and at the Bois Loop picnic area.

Motor Vehicle Operation—All visitors are required to oper-
ate their vehicles within posted speed limits, and park only 
in designated areas.

Personal Conduct—Disorderly or excessively boisterous 
conduct is prohibited on all state lands.

Pets—All pets must be on a leash no longer then 8 feet in 
the campgrounds. Please clean up after your pet. No pets are 
permitted in buildings, picnic areas, the nature trail or on 
cross-country ski trails.

Camping—Camping is available in the two state forest 
campgrounds. Only one family or a group of up to six 
people are permitted on one site. Only registered campers 
are allowed in the campground after 11:00 PM. Fees required.

Snowmobiles—Are allowed on designated trails only.

ATVs—Are not permitted on or off trails in the Forest. 
Winter use on snowmobile trails is permitted. ATVs are also 
permitted on the Tri-County Corridor and some town road-
ways year-round.

Fires—Are permitted in fi re rings or charcoal grills in the 
state forest use areas. Do not leave fi res unattended and ex-
tinguish all fi res before leaving. Burning of household refuse 
is prohibited.

Litter—Place all refuse and recyclables in containers pro-
vided or carry it out with you. Please leave the forest cleaner 
then when you arrived.

Noise-At no time may the noise on a campsite or in a canoe 
create a disturbance or interfere in any manner with the 
enjoyment of other forest users.

Beverage Containers—Glass beverage containers are not 
permitted on the Brule River and any unopened or empty 
beverage containers must be secured in a larger container 
that is fastened to the watercraft.

Firewood Ban—Campers must purchase fi rewood locally. 
Firewood may not be brought into the BRSF from outside a 
50 mile radius or from out of state.

The Forest
The Brule River State Forest was initiated in 1907. At 
that time Mr. Frederick Weyerhaeuser of the Nebagamon 
Lumber Company deeded 4,320 acres to the State Of 
Wisconsin to be used for forestry purposes. Most of this 
land had been logged off before 1905. By 1909, the land 
in state ownership increased to 5, 070 acres. In 1932 
the Brule River State Forest was offi cially established by 
the Legislature. From 1909 until 1936, little additional 
land was acquired. However, emergency work programs 
(Civilian Conservation Corps), and an increase in tax 
delinquent and abandoned lands in the “thirties” resulted 
in an increase in land acquisition on the Brule. By 1959, 
the boundaries of the Brule Forest were extended to Lake 
Superior. This brought the entire Brule River within the 
state forest boundary. In 1979, six miles of Lake Supe-
rior shoreline was added to the forest. Today there are 
over 42,000 acres under state ownership. Included in 
that 42,000 acres are two natural areas established for 
research and study of natural plant communities. Since 
the 1950s a staff of three employees have developed and 
administered campgrounds, picnic areas, trails, canoe 
landings, and angler parking areas.

Forest Management
The Brule River State Forest’s resources are managed to 
protect the water quality of the Bois Brule River, while 
enhancing wildlife habitat, fi sheries, aesthetics, recreation, 
and timber production. The excellent water quality of 
the Brule River can be attributed to the forest ecosystem, 
which surrounds the springs that supply the water to the 
upper river.

The diverse resources of the forest are managed 
differently. Timber harvests and thinnings are manage-
ment tools used in the state forest to meet the manage-
ment goals. Logging practices are carefully carried out 

under close supervision to provide benefi ts to the forest 
and the surrounding communities. Logging does not occur 
in all areas of the forest. For example, aesthetic zones are 
designated along the river, major roads, Lake Superior, and 
around inland lakes. Timber harvests are not planned in 
certain areas of the forest where current logging practices 
would be inappropriate. Two of these areas are the steep 
red clay bluffs on the lower river and the spring-laden areas 
of the coniferous Brule Bog. The Brule Bog receives special 
concern because of the area’s great signifi cance as a water 
source for the river.

Before an area is logged, forest managers have already 
planned for the future of the forest by determining what 
trees will regenerate following the timber harvest. Natural 
regeneration is the preferred method of starting a forest 
of young trees towards the restoration of a native forest 
community. Tree seedlings may also be planted to enhance 
natural regeneration.

Wildlife
The State Forest is used by more diverse species of birds 
and mammals than virtually any other northern Wisconsin 
acreage of similar size. From its headwaters to its mouth, 
the Brule fl ows through four distinct ecological types. The 
Brule’s headwaters begin within a large coniferous bog 
complex consisting of cedar, spruce, and alder swamps that 
are home to rare Wisconsin wildlife such as Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, Black-backed Woodpeckers, and occasionally Gray 
Jays. The bogs and river are fed by spring waters that fi lter 
from the surrounding sand outwash plains dominated by 
jack pine, red pine and scrub oak. These upland “pine bar-
rens” support Wisconsin’s largest populations of badger, 
upland sandpipers, and sharp-tailed grouse.

As the Brule leaves the headwaters its gradient increases 
as it fl ows through sandy loam soils that support a wide 
mixture of northern hardwoods (oak, aspen, birch, and 
Maple) and white pine forests. This variety of forest types 
provide for diverse habitat and numerous wildlife such as 
Ruffed grouse, Golden-winged warblers, Sharp-shinned and 
Broad-winged Hawks, and fi sher are abundant here. The 
River and adjacent forest here provide for the unique and 
threatened wood turtle. 

As the Brule continues to fl ow northward it encounters 
the “clay plain” formed by the former bed of Lake Superior. 
The gradient increases and water fl ows through numerous 
rocky rapids and the slopes to the river are steep and domi-
nated by spruce, fi r, and white pine. The dense cover and 
steep topography provides winter shelter for the abundant 
deer herd, song birds, squirrels, snowshoe hares as well as 
the predators such as gray wolves, bobcat, and fox that hunt 
them. The “clay plain” uplands are open grasslands, wet-
land, and shrub complexes that are remnants of the former 
farm lands mixed with boreal forests comprised of white 
spruce, white pine and white birch along with aspen and 
balsam fi r. The grassland-wetland complexes attract numer-
ous migratory waterfowl and shore birds such as Bobolinks, 
Blue-winged Teal, Green-backed Herons, and Le Conte’s 
Sparrows while the forested areas are home to Black-and-
white warblers, Veery, Cape May Warbler, and Northern 
Parula.

Management activities such as timber sales, prescribed 
burning, roads, and recreation areas are planned to avoid or 
minimize negative impacts on rare, threatened, or endan-
gered plant or animal found on the State Forest. 

With the exception of a small waterfowl refuge north of 
Highway 13, and intensively developed recreation areas, all 
public lands within the forest boundaries are open to hunt-
ing and trapping in season.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides 
equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services and 
functions under an Affi rmative Action Plan. If you have any 
questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Offi ce, Depart-

ment of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
This publication is available in alternate format (large print, 

Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Call 608-267-7494
for more information.

Provided in part by the
Superior-Douglas County Convention & Visitors Bureau

205 Belknap St.
Superior, WI 54880

For visitor information and a free guide, 
call our Visitor Center at 800-942-5313

www.visitdouglascounty.com
email: vacation@visitsuperior.com

Emergency Information

Superior Memorial Hospital  ...................1-715-392-8281

Ambulance  .......................................... 1-715-394-4432

Poison Center.  ..................................... 1-608-262-3702

Brule VFD (1st Responders)  ........................... 372-4888

Douglas County Sheriff.  ....................... 1-715-394-4432

Forest Headquarters.  ..................................... 372-4866

Telephones—located on County H near Copper Range 
and on Hwy. 2 in Brule.

*A self-guided “Bird Watchers Guide” to over 125 species of songbirds 
that live and breed on the BRSF is available at the State Forest Headquar-
ters.

PUBL-FR-018

Picnicking
There are three picnic areas containing tables and grills. The 
Mouth of the Brule picnic area is on a bluff overlooking Lake 
Superior. The mouth of the Brule is known for its fi shing, 
swimming and long sandy beach. It also has an adjacent 
boat launch.

The Bois Brule Picnic Area is adjacent to the Bois Brule 
Campground, near the village of Brule and is one of the 
10 designated canoe landings on the Brule River. Drinking 
water and rest rooms are available in the campground. State 
park and forest admission stickers are required for vehicles 
when using the Bois Brule Picnic Area.

St. Croix Picnic Area is located on St. Croix Lake, near the 
Village of Solon Springs. The area includes drinking water, 
rest rooms, a boat launch and parking for the North Country 
Scenic Trail and Historic Portage Hiking Trail.

Hiking
The Brule River State Forest contains numerous hiking trails 
that allow for scenic views and quiet serenity. The 1.7-mile 
self-guided Stoney Hill Nature trail loop begins at the Bois 
Brule Campground. Sections of the trail are steep, but a 
rest stop and overlook at the top of Stony Hill provides an 
enjoyable break, with a breathtaking view of the Brule River 
Valley. Pets are not permitted on the nature trail.

The Historical Bayfi eld Road hiking and snowshoe trail 
is a 2.25-mile loop starting at a parking lot off of Clevedon 
Road. The trail follows the fi rst road between Superior and 
Bayfi eld, originally built in 1870, before looping back up 
Sugar Camp Hill. This trail has a connecting trail that leads 
to the Copper Range Campground.

Canoeing And Kayaking
Canoeing and kayaking the Brule River is a scenic and 
exciting experience. The river has sections of calmer wa-
ter for the beginner and long rapid and ledges for those 
with advanced skill levels. There are a variety of types 
and lengths of canoe trips available. The forest has ten 
designated canoe landings that include vehicle parking 
areas. This allows for trips from one hour to 3 days on 
the river. Rental canoes and shuttle services are available 
from a local outfi tter. Motors and infl atable crafts are not 
permitted on the Brule. Ask outfi tters or forest staff for 
more detailed information.

Canoeing Tips

• Be sure to obtain a campsite before setting out on the 
river.

• Camping is only permitted in the two designated State 
Forest campgrounds.

• Canoe within your skill level. Scout rapids and ledges 
before running them.

• Tie all gear and loose items into the craft. All un-
opened or empty beverage containers must be secured 
in a larger container that is fastened to the craft.

• Glass bottles are not permitted.
• Keep noise to a minimum; respect other river users.
• Please respect privately owned land.

The Brule-St. Croix portage trail is 1.9 miles in length and 
dates back to the voyagers, who used the trail to travel from 
Lake Superior to the Mississippi River. The trail offers an op-
portunity to see the headwaters of the Bois Brule River. Park-
ing is available at the St. Croix Picnic Area off Co. Hwy. A.

A 16-mile segment of The North Country National Scenic 
Trail passes through the forest on its route between North 
Dakota and New York. This trail offers a true outdoor ex-
perience to its users. The trail may be accessed from many 
roadways within the forest.

Cross Country Skiing
The 8.5-mile Afterhours Ski Trail is located west of the Brule 
River on Afterhours Road, just south of US 2.The trail is 
comprised of various loops that provide a variety of dis-
tances, terrain, and forest types. The trail is well maintained 
and groomed for classical and skate skiing. At the trailhead 
are restrooms and a warming shelter that is cooperatively 
maintained by the Brule Valley Ski Club and the State Forest. 
The State Trail Pass is required for skiers age 16 and older 
and is available by self-registration at the trailhead. Pets are 
not permitted on this trail during the ski season. Ski touring 
is also permitted on unmarked trails throughout the forest.

Snowmobiling and ATVs
The Brule River State Forest has 32 miles of snowmobile 
trails. Snowmobiling and winter ATV use is accessed on the 
forest from a parking area on State Highway 27 just south 
of the town of Brule. The Brule-St. Croix trail is 26 miles 
long and connects the parking area on State Highway 27 to 
St. Croix Lake. Snowmobile connecting trails link up to the 
Bayfi eld County trails and Douglas County trails. These trails 
may also be used as winter ATV trails. The Tri-County Cor-
ridor trail that links Superior to Ashland, crosses the forest 
parallel to and north of US Highway 2, and is also available 
for snowmobiles and ATVs.

Use is permitted on designated trails or routes only. Many 
local town roads are also designated as ATV and snowmo-
bile routes. Maps can be ordered at the Superior-Douglas 
County Convention and Visitors Bureau at (800) 942-5313.

The Fishery
The Bois Brule River has been known for over a hundred 
years as an exceptional trout fi shing stream. The river has 
been fi shed by 5 Presidents of the United States includ-
ing Presidents Grant, Cleveland, Coolidge, Hoover, and 
Eisenhower.

The Brule River is a unique and precious ecosystem 
containing healthy, naturally reproducing resident and 
migratory trout and salmon fi shery. Starting in July-Au-
gust, a lake run fi shery exists with brown trout, salmon, 
and rainbow trout (steelhead) migrating from Lake 
Superior up the River for spawning. Fishing opportunities 
exist for these trout and salmon on the river downstream 
from Highway 2 through November 15th in the fall and 
starting on the last Saturday in March in spring. Resident 
trout population consists of brown trout and brook trout. 
A lamprey barrier/fi shway exists 6 miles upstream of 
Lake Superior and was constructed to exclude spawning 
runs of sea lamprey. This structure includes a fi sh ladder, 
which allows passage of migratory fi sh. Visitors are wel-
come to view the barrier and fi shway via a one-mile walk 
from the end of Loveland Road.

Special regulations for fi shing on the Brule River exist; 
please check the current regulations before fi shing.

Camping
Camping is available at 2 family campgrounds in the Forest. 
Copper Range Campground has 15 sites and is located 4 
miles north of the town of Brule off Co Hwy. H. Bois Brule 
Campground has 20 sites and is located one mile south of 
the Town of Brule on Ranger Road. Each campground pro-
vides a site for persons with disabilities. Both campgrounds 
are accessible by canoe. Most campsites provide adequate 
space for either tents or a trailer. Each site has a picnic table, 
fi re grate, and parking for 2 vehicles. Pit toilets and hand 
pumps for water are provided. Fees are required for camping 
and each vehicle must have an admission sticker.

The forest also offers a wilderness camping experience. 
Dispersed backpack camping permits are required, and are 
free and available at the Forest Headquarters. The forest 
does not have designated wilderness sites and potable water 
must be packed in. Backpackers may camp in remote areas 
of the forest out of site from the rivers, trails and roads.

[Firewood sentence]

Swimming
There are no designated beaches in the forest. However, 
some may enjoy swimming at Rush Lake on the eastern 
edge of the forest or in the cold waters of Lake Superior 
at the Mouth of the Brule. Both locations have sandy 
beaches and clear water. Public beaches are available at 
Lake Minnesuing and Lake Nebagamon near the State 
Forest.

The River
Long before the early Europeans arrived, Native Americans 
used the Bois Brule River as a link between Lake Superior 
and the Mississippi. In 1680, the river was “discovered” 
by Daniel Greysolon, Siur du Lhut. The city of Duluth was 
named for him. Others before him knew of the river, but 
he was the fi rst to record his journey. Greysolon entered 
the Brule River, ”where after having cut down some trees 
and broken through about 100 beaver dams, I went up said 
river…”. Subsequently, it was also traveled by missionaries 
and fur traders. Today it is famous for its trout fi shing and 
prime canoeing.

The river itself has two distinct sections. The upper river 
(the southern portion) fl ows through miles of pristine co-
niferous bog and is fed by numerous springs. These springs 
are the source of the clear water of the Brule. This part of 
the river falls gently at the rate of 3.5 feet/mile for 26 miles. 
Between US Highway 2 and County FF the river changes 
dramatically. When the river crosses the Copper Range it be-
gins a fall of 328 feet in the 18 miles to Lake Superior. Here 
splashing cascades tumble over ledges and rocks between 
steep clay river bluffs forested with aspen and balsam fi r.

State Forest 
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