
 

 
 

Summary of Fishery Survey  

Prentice Flowage, Price County, 2015 

 

Survey Effort 

 
WDNR’s Fisheries Management Team from Park Falls completed an electrofishing survey on May 27, 

2015 to assess the status of any fish populations in Prentice Flowage.  The electrofishing survey 

attempted to document the abundance and size structure of bass and bluegill populations.  We sampled 

the entire 0.89 miles of shoreline in 0.50 hours when water temperature averaged 65.1˚F.   

 

Habitat Characteristics 

 
Prentice Flowage is a 16-acre impoundment of the South Fork Jump River located in Prentice, WI.  The 

1983 publication, Surface Water Resources of Price County, lists maximum depth as 10 feet and average 

depth as 6 feet, but our observations and experiences in this survey suggest that accumulated sediment 

deposits have substantially reduced these depth statistics since the original measurements.  The lakebed 

is made up of mostly muck with some gravel, and the fine substrate supports a variety of dense 

vegetation.  The shoreland is 50% upland and 50% wetland.  The village of Prentice maintains a public 

boat landing off MacKinnon Drive on the southwest shore of the flowage. 

 

Summary of Results 

 
Our electrofishing effort mirrored the unimpressive results of earlier surveys, reaffirming that Prentice 

Flowage in its current condition has limited potential to support a recreational fishery.  We captured 10 

fish species. The most common was white sucker, ranging 5-12 inches, followed by yellow perch.  We 

measured 42 perch and all were less than 7 inches long.  Even though we did not find any adults, 

smallmouth bass are using the system.  We captured 5 young smallmouth bass 3-4.5 inches, suggesting 

bass may move into the flowage from upriver.  Other fish captured included black crappies (2), 

pumpkinseed (10), rock bass, central mudminnows, black bullheads, johnny darters, and creek chubs.   
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