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Presentation Notes
Wisconsin’s electronics recycling law passed in 2009 and was implemented in 2010. The law has two basic components: an electronics disposal ban and a manufacturer-funded recycling program for households and K-12 schools.


Landfill and incinerator bans

® ( :O m te rS d eS kto I a tO several types of electronics as of September 1, 2010. These bans apply no matter
p u p p p 3y where the devices are from or who used them. Wisconsin households, K-12
public schools and Milwaukee Parental Choice Program schools can recycle

n et b O O k tab I et) banned devices (except cell phones) through E-Cycle Wisconsin.
7

To learn more, visit dnr.wi.gov/ecyclewisconsin.

o Which Electronics Are Banned
e Televisions From Wisconsin Landfills?
Wisconsin’s electronics recycling law bans the landfilling and incineration of

e Computer monitors

e Computer accessories (mice,
keyboards, external hard drives,
etc.)

e Desktop printers and printers

that also scan, fax or copy
e E-readers with screen 7 and up
« DVD players, VCRs and DVRS N

W Fax machines
| B DVD players, VCRs, DVRs and

= ideo displa; of at least
= Fax machines
dimension. These include TVs, other video players
laptops and computer monitors
e Cell P hones

m Cell phones

i‘?"l\’} dnr.wi.gov/ecyclewisconsin
%



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The electronics disposal bans took effect in September 2010 and received a lot of media attention. Our most recent survey shows that about 60% of state residents are aware of the ban.


E-Cycle Wisconsin

e Product stewardship-based program created
E-CYCLE to complement disposal bans
WISCONS'N e Shared responsibility among manufacturers,

retailers, collectors, recyclers, governments

and consumers

e Manufacturers of TVs, computers and
printers fund recycling based on market
share

e Specific network of registered collectors
and recyclers meeting certain requirements

e Distinguishes between electronics recycling
to meet manufacturer obligations and other
collection and recycling activities
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E-Cycle Wisconsin is the name we have given to the manufacturer take-back program the law created. Our most recent survey shows that just under one-quarter of state residents are aware of the program by name.
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The program has collected a lot of electronics, and has offered convenient recycling opportunities to most state residents.


Participation

Registered E-Cycle Wisconsin Collection Sites,
July 1,2012 - June 30,2013

e 135+ registered
collectors with more
than 450 collection
sites

e 71 of 72 counties have
had at least one
collection site or event

e 29 registered
recyclers, about half
In-state

e 108 registered
manufacturers with
more than 150 brands

’ D © Event/Temporary Site
@® Permanent Site

County Boundary
| City
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The number of registered collectors and recyclers has remained fairly steady the last few years. We have been working hard to increase manufacturer compliance and have increased the number of registered brands significantly since 2012.


Number of sites
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The number of collection sites has increased dramatically since the program began. We are starting to track special collection events more consistently.
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June 2013

Pounds sent to non-registered
recycler

m Eligible rural pounds

M Eligible urban pounds



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Collection grew over the first few program years, then remained steady between PY3 and PY4. Wisconsin has had one of the highest per capita collection rates among states with take-back laws.


Wisconsin household TV disposal method, over time (from DNR surveys)
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We have asked about disposal of TVs, computers and cell phones on statewide household surveys since 2006. Since the law passed, we have seen increased recycling and reduced landfill disposal of TVs and computers, while cell phones have been more mixed.


Where collected materials go (PY4)

WI, 44%
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Electronics collected under E-Cycle Wisconsin are disassembled in the U.S., though some components and commodities go abroad for processing. The vast majority of electronics collected under the program go to recyclers in the upper Midwest, helping to grow the industry here.


Challenges
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There remain many challenges in ensuring electronics are properly recycled, and illegal dumping remains an issue.


Lagging public awareness (2013)

| am certain of
where to take
\ them - 28%

| don't know
where to take
them - 40%

think | know
where to take
them - 32%
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The DNR’s 2011 household survey indicated that awareness of the disposal ban and E-Cycle Wisconsin was on the rise, but the 2013 survey showed awareness levels similar to those in 2010.


Main reason unable to e-cycle (2013)

Inconvenient Other
collection site %
18%

Too expensive
11%

No way to
transport
10%

Don't know
where/how
58%



Growing gap between collection & targets
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Over the last three program years, the weight collected has been higher than the overall manufacturer target. In the current program year, we expect this gap to worsen because the manufacturer target decreased due to lighter products being sold.


Changing markets and electronics
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Consumers are buying lighter products, and manufacturers are reducing the weight of items like TVs. The mix of materials, and thus recycling value, of newer devices is different—in both good ways and bad. There is also much more reuse of items like smartphones and tablets. The rising cost of handling CRTs is a challenge for everyone.


Potential changes and solutions

I E-CYC LE When we choose torecycle electronics;

WISCONS|N we can make a world of difference.
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To address these challenges, there could be changes in the law, administrative rules, or actions taken by the DNR and program participants.


Outreach/compliance initiatives

e Running first TV ads as part of spring 2014 campaign,
targeting young adults and northern/southeast regions

e Working with retailers to improve compliance with
customer education requirement and “do not sell” list

e Will be reaching out more to local governments to
make sure current recycling staff are aware of outreach
requirement and DNR resources

e Increased collection site inspections and new video to
reduce breakage, theft and other issues

e Continued inspections of in-state recyclers, and
beginning out-of-state site visits
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The DNR has been working on several initiatives to increase awareness of the law and to create a more level playing field among program participants


2013 policy recommendations

e Reduce or eliminate registration fees for small
manufacturers

e Change manufacturer and recycler reporting
requirements to require product type breakdown

e Create a limited grant program to help fund rural
collection efforts

e Add all K-12 private schools (not just Parental Choice
Program schools) to the program
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In our first two legislative reports, we have examined several program issues/challenges and discussed them with stakeholders. We made a handful of concrete policy recommendations in 2013. The Legislature has not yet taken these up for consideration.


Other potential changes

e Expand the list of covered electronics to increase
target weight (could move eligible devices to the
covered list, and/or add new devices like game
consoles and cell phones)

e Change manufacturer target formula
e Eliminate rural incentive

e Changes could be through legislation or administrative
rulemaking, but would take time

e We’re looking for your feedback and ideas!
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These are potential changes stakeholders have suggested in the past, and these or others could be included in this year’s report.


contacts

e DNR website: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ecycle

e Sarah Murray, E-Cycle WI coordinator
sarah.murray@wisconsin.gov, (608) 264-6001

e Marcy McGrath, E-Cycle WI compliance coordinator
marcy.mcgrath@wisconsin.gov, (920) 662-5167

e Amalia Baldwin, E-Cycle WI outreach coordinator
amalia.baldwin@wisconsin.gov , (608) 267-7594

e Waneta Kratz, E-Cycle WI compliance specialist
waneta.kratz@wisconsin.gov, (608) 266-6965

% E-CYCLE

WISCONSIN
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Product type breakdown
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Collectors charging recycling fees

100 -
90 -
80

60 -
50
40 -
30 -
20 -
10

70 -+

Program year 1 Programyear 2 Programyear3 Program year4

M Other fee type
i Mixed fee types
M Price/lb

M Price/item



Collection by collector type
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