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Herd Health/Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Action Team  
Responsibilities:  Review CWD-related recommendations from the Deer Trustee Report and identify 

and develop the specific functions the Department should enact to meet the intent of the 
recommendations.  Provide implementation suggestions and function as a sounding board 
regarding CWD-related actions to the Department.  As a starting point, the Action Team should 
focus on answering the following questions:  

 What is “passive management”? 
 What methods should the Wisconsin DNR use or require to detect disease spread? 
 What do we do when we detect spread? 
 What does the boundary of the CWD MZ mean? 

 

Wisconsin DNR Action Team Liaison’s 
Tami Ryan Section Chief, Wildlife Health tamara.ryan@wi.gov 608.266.3143 
Mike Zeckmeister District Wildlife Sup. – NOR mike.zeckmeister@wi.giv 715.635.4090 
Tim Marien Wildlife Health Assistant timothy.marien@wi.gov 608.264.6046 

 
Herd Health/CWD Management Recommendations  

 
Hunting Regulations, Seasons and Bag Limits section -  

4.   Consider charging a fee for antlerless tags in the CWD Zone.          (Regulations/Season) 
8.   Re-evaluate the effectiveness of the October antlerless seasons in the CWD Zone. 

                          (Regulations/Season) 
10. Maintain the Bonus Buck Regulation in CWD Zone.                    (Regulations/Season) 

 
Chronic Wasting Disease section -  

1. We believe it is time to consider a more passive approach to CWD in the DMZ. 
2. There is a clear need for a new sampling protocol for CWD in Wisconsin, one that gives a true 

picture of the progress of the disease; but more importantly, one designed to detect spread.
                      (Science/Research) 

3. Dealing with wildlife diseases is not unlike responding to wild fires, and response plan should 
be developed on this model, focusing on early detection of “break outs” and citizen 
involvement (active approach). 

4. We recommend implementation of a statewide DMAP program; and, nowhere is such a 
program needed more than in the DMZ.                        (DMAP) 

5. There is a need to provide more information about concerns for humans contracting a CWD 
variant.     

6. The time required to receive CWD test results from hunter-killed animals must be decreased to 
a few days. 

7. An annual meeting of DMAP cooperators would be an excellent venue for reporting on various 
aspects of CWD, in addition to the topics discussed earlier. This would greatly enhance public 
awareness and WDNR credibility.                     (DMAP) 

8. WDNR should work closely (through the local biologist) with the Conservation Congress in 
developing goals and strategies at the county level. We feel use of human dimensions 



research to anticipate, rather than reacting to issues as they arise would be very effective.
                      (Science/Research) 

9. We feel use of human dimensions research to anticipate, rather than reacting to issues as they 
arise would be very effective.                   (Science/Research) 

10. Charlotte the Deer should become the “Smokey Bear” of CWD in Wisconsin, serving as the 
centerpiece for a public education program developed with stakeholder organizations such as 
QDMA, Whitetails of Wisconsin and Whitetails Unlimited.  

 
DNR Research and Technical Publications section – 

9.  In the long-term, we recommend developing a wildlife disease unit to:  
 respond quickly to CWD outbreaks;  
 monitor health and disease of other wildlife species; and,  
 train and support local biologists/technicians in conducting annual herd health surveys.

                     (Administrative) 


