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  Wisconsin wetland partners and citizens made significant pro-
gress in 2008-10 in protecting, restoring and exploring wet-
lands to benefit people and wildlife. 
 
Partner efforts have Wisconsin moving in the right direction to 
reverse the 4.7 million acres of wetlands drained or filled since 
the 1800s. Read on for wetland highlights in four key areas. 
 
1) New tools reveal wetland presence on land 

Wetlands aren’t always 
obvious. Partners created 
new tools to help land-
owners determine if there 
are wetlands before they 
buy or build.   
 
►New online Interactive 
Wetland Maps and Tools 
outline steps people can 
follow to locate wetlands, 
what  physical clues to   
look for, the map re-
sources to review and pro-
fessionals to consult with 
to determine wetland pres-
ence. Since fall of 2009, 
16,852 people have used 
the online wetland maps 
as a first step to guide 
their decision making. 
 

► New Wetland Real Estate Addendum, developed by 
DNR, Wisconsin REALTORS Association and Wisconsin 
Wetland Association, enables people to verify if wetlands are 
present on land before they buy it.  
 
► A new law, 2009 Wisconsin Act 373, passed with biparti-
san support, requires Wetland Notification on all local build-
ing permit applications. 
 
► New Wisconsin Wetlands Association publication  helps  
local governments improve consideration of wetlands in land 
use decision making.   

2) Early planning aids landowners 
Federal, state and local permit staff worked early with land-
owners to facilitate construction of homes, businesses, roads 
and utilities while avoiding or minimizing damage to wet-
lands. Wetlands benefit all Wisconsinites, including people 
who own them. These natural resources store flood waters, 
filter pollutants from runoff, and provide habitat and recrea-
tion.   
 
In 2008-10, DNR wetland permit staff assisted busi-
nesses and landowners achieve their projects and meet 
state wetland standards with less wetland acres lost.  
 
►  94% of projects received permit approval 

 
►  97% of people received a permit decision within  timeframes 

set by law 
 

Local developer helps with wetland tools, plans 
early and strives to “preserve the natural character 
of the land” as shown in the photo below.  In DNR’s 
new DVD “Waking Up to Wetlands”, John Siepmann, Vice 
President of Siepmann Realty Corporation, gives good planning 
advice. 
 
“Planning around wetland areas comes at the very first stage. 
Early planning is extremely important. The last thing a developer 
or a regulator wants is a surprise. Those happen, but you can 
avoid it in most cases by doing your homework, getting all your 
background base maps and wetland inventories early on in the 
process.” 

Siepmann Realty Corporation Headquarters in WaukeshaSiepmann Realty Corporation Headquarters in Waukesha  
incorporates surrounding wetlands as site amenities.incorporates surrounding wetlands as site amenities.  
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3) Streamlined processes and incen-
tives spur restoration and protection 
Wisconsin’s headed in the right direction in restoring 
wetlands, but there’s a long way to go. Less than 1/10 
of a percent of the 4.7 million wetland acres lost to 
draining and fill has been restored to the landscape. 
Partners worked in 2008-10 to reduce barriers to re-
storing wetlands where it makes sense. 
 
►NRCS, FWS and DNR partnered with Ducks 
Unlimited and the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association 
to annually restore about 2,300 wetland acres and 
enhance another 1,200 acres. This acreage is 
significant but remains below state, regional and 
national restoration goals.   
 
►Partners worked with federal legislators to re-
establish fair payments to compensate landowners 
who voluntarily restored wetlands in the federal Wet-
land Reserve Program implemented by NRCS.   
 
►A new law, 2009 Wisconsin Act 391, passed with 
bipartisan support, facilitates more wetland restoration 
by streamlining the permit process for federally spon-
sored wetland restoration projects through the creation 
of a new state general permit.  
 
►NRCS compensated landowners with flood-
prone lands by purchasing wetlands, easements and 
restoring wetlands for 35 different projects.   
 
►DNR provided funding to buy an additional  2,445 
wetland acres through Wisconsin's Stewardship pro-
gram increasing public recreation and hunting oppor-
tunities. 
 
►DNR and UWEX Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol 
Program engaged 256 citizen cooperators who pro-
duced 9 million beetles and released them at 220 
new sites to help reduce this invasive wetland plant. 

Students from River Crossing Environmental Charter Schools help restore 
wetlands. The schools  were founded in part by the Wisconsin Waterfowl 
Association.  

 
4) Projects promote wetland exploration 
To paraphrase Aldo Leopold, people must know nature to love 
it. These efforts helped people “get their feet wet.”   
 
►100 Wetland Gems were designated by  Wisconsin 
Wetlands Association, which held public events to celebrate the 
sites’ owners, managers and communities around them. Free 
web resources (also available in a spiral-bound book) highlight 
each site to familiarize people with these natural treasures and 
encourage their exploration.  
 
►Two wetland complexes received recognition that is 
expected to boost funding opportunities, tourism, and attention 
to their management and research. The St. Louis River 
Estuary was designated the Lake Superior National Estua-
rine Research Reserve and the Upper Mississippi River 
Floodplain Marshes are designated a Wetland of Interna-
tional Significance. 
 
►The WI Ephemeral Pond Citizen Monitoring Network, 
established by DNR, UW-Extension, SEWRPC, and Nature 
Centers, engaged citizen volunteers to learn about wetlands.   

 Who Are Wisconsin’s Wetland Partners 
DNR expanded the Wisconsin Wetland Team in 2006 to include several government agencies 
and conservation organizations who play an important role in protecting, restoring and helping 
people explore these natural wonderlands. Team members pursue their own missions and 
strategies, but work together to accomplish their shared vision outlined in Reversing the Loss. 
 
Ducks Unlimited (DU) ● Natural Resources Foundation of WI (NRF) ● Oneida Nation of WI   
Southeastern WI Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) ● UW-Extension  (UWEX) 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) ● U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) ● USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
WI Coastal Management Program ● WI Waterfowl Association ● WI Depts. of Agriculture, 
Trade & Consumer Protection (DATCP), Natural Resources (DNR), and Transportation (DOT)  
WI Wetlands Association ● WI Wildlife Federation ● Joy Zedler, UW Restoration Ecologist  
 
For more information please contact Cherie Hagen, Wetland Team Leader, at 715-635- 4034 
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